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Pub’s charity donation 
strikes tragic chord 
for a Pencoed couple 




ABOVE: Peter Emery presents a cheque 
to Alison Elson, on behalf of the 
Blacksmith’s Arms quiz regulars. 


IN life, some coinci¬ 
dences are comical, 
some are curious, 
and some can be 
deeply moving. 

Certainly, when the 
regulars at quiz night in 
the Blacksmith’s Arms 
at Llanmaes had £300 
to donate to a charity, 
they could never have 
guessed at the emotion¬ 
al chord they were 
about to touch. 

Peter Emery, who has 
been involved in organ¬ 
ising the quiz for some 
time, explained: 

“Whenever the quiz 
fund hits £300, we look 
for a charity to donate 
to. 

“This time, it was 
suggested that we 
approach a couple who 
had been coming along 
to the quiz, and who 
were involved in 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


fundraising for the 
Welsh Guards 

Afghanistan Appeal and 
Help for Heroes.” 

The couple were 
Alison and Stuart Elson, 
who live in Pencoed, 
while Stuart is a police 
officer in the Vale. 

It was in July 2009 
that their son, Dane, a 
Lance Corporal in the 
Welsh Guards, died 
instantly, when caught 
in the blast of an impro¬ 
vised explosive device 
in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan. 

Since that tragic day 
the couple, in particular 
Alison, have kept busy 
with fundraising for the 
two Armed forces char¬ 
ities. 

What the organisers 
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»New Gelish Nails! 

» False Eyelashes 
» Eyelash Tinting 
» File and Polish 
» Spray Tan (Full Body) 

» Full head of foils (including 
cut and blow dry) short from 


Late Night Opening Thursday till 8pm 

Unit 9, Kodak Business Centre 
Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW 
Tel. 01656 729091 

AMPLE FREE PARKING 
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NEW-Eternity with Love Membership 
(see website for details) 
Complimentary for a limited time 
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of the quiz did not 
know, however, was 
that Alison and Stuart 
very nearly did not 
come to the quiz that 
night. Alison explained: 
“That day, we had been 
to Cardigan for the 
funeral of Lance 
Sergeant Dan Collins - 
one of Dane’s best 
friends in the Welsh 
Guards. 

“Dan was there when 
Dane died, and was 
later wounded twice but 
survived.” 

Dan survived the 
war, but the things he 
had seen affected him 
deeply and he was diag¬ 
nosed as suffering from 
Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 

Alison said: “When 
he first came home, he 
came to see us to talk 
about Dane and seemed 
OK. He played rugby in 
a charity match that was 
organised in memory of 
Dane, but then he start¬ 
ed having problems.” 

Stuart said: “When 
soldiers come home 
they have all the wel¬ 
coming parades and 
they feel quite euphoric. 
After a while, the prob¬ 
lems start to show 
themselves.” 

Dan Collins took his 
own life on New Year’s 
Day. 

The funeral, on 
January 11, had been a 
difficult day for the 
Elsons. When they 
looked at the order of 
service, there was a 
photo of Dan - with 
their son Dane - which 
had been taken in 
Afghanistan. 

Alison said: “When 
we got home, we 
thought we would go to 
the quiz to take our 
mind off things - we 
had only been twice 
before. 

“When Peter and 
Tricia came over and 
asked if we could take 
the money on behalf of 
our charities, it was a 
real shock. 

“You could have 
heard a pin drop when 
we explained where we 
had been that day.” 

As a result, they 
decided to donate the 
quiz money to a third 
charity - the Bridgend- 
based ‘Healing the 
Wounds’. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 8) 



ABOVE: The competition finalists (left to right): Yasmine Jones, 
Katie May Bees, Charlotte O’Hare and Verity Lunn. 

Bridgend College 
students have eye 
on a design prize 


FOUR students 
from Bridgend 
College are close to 
winning a design 
contest launched by 
the women’s eco¬ 
nomic development 
agency, Chwarae 
Teg. 

The Chwarae Teg 
Design Contest was 
launched across Wales in 
October 2011 and chal¬ 
lenged female art and 
design students to create 
an original piece of 
work, using the organi¬ 
sation’s logo to represent 
the theme of fair play 
for women. 

Entrants were 
requhed to reinterpret 
the logo, which features 
the purple and green rib¬ 
bons of the Suffragette 
movement. 

The four art and 
design students from 
Bridgend, Yasmine 
Jones, Katie May Bees, 
Verity Lunn and 
Charlotte O’Hare, join 
Brogan Kingsley from 
Wrexham’s Glyndwr 
University in the final. 

The contest winner 
and runners up will be 
announced at a reception 
to mark the unveiling of 
Chwarae Teg’s 20th 
anniversary exhibition 
on International 
Women’s Day on March 
8 . 

All five finalists, now 
have to wait to find out 
if their work has been 
chosen as the winning 
entry. 

Katie May Bees, 17, 
from Gilfach Goch, who 
entered a photography 
piece featuring a close- 
up of an eye in the 
Chwarae Teg colours, 
said: 

“I want women to be 
equal to men in the 
workplace and using the 


eye shows that men and 
women’s eyes are the 
same.” 

Yasmine Jones, 18, 
from Porthcawl, added: 
“The contest allowed me 
to experiment with pho¬ 
tography which was a 
great learning experi¬ 
ence. 

“In my submission, I 


tried to convey feminini¬ 
ty and strength. If I win, 

I can include the work in 
my portfolio ahead of 
applying to study fine 
art at university.” Of the 
other two Bridgend 
finalists, Charlotte 
O’Hare is from Ogmore- 
by-Sea, and Verity Lunn 
from Llantwit Major. 
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COPING WITH 
COMPUTER SCAM 


H aving just 

read the 
article in 

The Bridgend GEM 
about a PC scam, I 
received three 
phone calls from 
such types last 
week. 

I knew from the start 
of the conversation that 
it was a scam- an 
Indian voice, poor 
English-speaidng claim¬ 
ing to have had reports 
from my computer 
about it being infected. 

Luckily, I live with a 
computer IT specialist. 

I let them talk for about 


two minutes (wasting 
their phone bill, not 
mine) then I hit them 
with my knowledge. 

They hung up in less 
than two seconds. 

If anyone gets a call 
claiming their computer 
has sent back informa¬ 
tion stating that there is 
a problem, tell the per¬ 
son on the other end of 
the phone that you are 
an IT specialist, you 
know that your comput¬ 
er is not infected, and 
you know they are try¬ 
ing to scam you. 

It has worked for me 
every time. 

Colin Templeton- 
Northcote 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE EULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer ^s identity, if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


MP calls for 
constituents to 
take part in 
women’s safety 
consultation 

Bridgend MP, Madeleine Moon, is calling 


for constituents to take part in a consulta¬ 
tion on women’s safety. 

It has been launched by Yvette Cooper MP, 
Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary and Minister for 
Women and Lqualities and is designed to take evi¬ 
dence on the impact of the Government’s decisions 
on women’s safety and consider how to protect and 
enhance women’s personal safety. 

The MP said: “I am very concerned that changes 
to legal aid for victims of domestic violence and 
cuts in police numbers will affect women’s safety. 

“It is important that Government policy is chal¬ 
lenged and problems are highlighted.” 

“The consultation offers a chance to contribute to 
policy on women’s safety and to raise any concerns 
you may have.” 

“The questionnaire can be downloaded from my 
website through this link 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/every- 

woman-safe-everywhere—take-part-in-the-con- 

sultation- 

You can either return the questionnaire to me 
via email moonm@parliament.uk or to the per- 
sonalsafetycommission@labour.org.uk by 

February 24. ” 


Spotlight on 
local talent 
for festival 


BRIDGEND coun¬ 
ty borough is set to 
play host to ‘The 
Search’, a partner¬ 
ship project which 
will offer bands, 
singer-songwriters, 
MCs and street 
dancers the oppor¬ 
tunity to compete 
and show off their 
talents. 

A series of heats 
will take place where 
entrants will compete 
in front of a panel of 
industry professionals 
for a place in the 
grand final. 

Finalists selected 
from each category 
will compete at the 
‘Bridgend Mashup’ 
urban sports and arts 
festival on May 19. 

The public will 


determine the overall 
winner of The Search 
by taking part in a 
‘text to vote’ 
marathon. 

The winner of each 
category will receive a 
£200 cash prize. 

The overall winner 
will win £500 and a 
promotional produc¬ 
tion package provided 
by GFIX Productions. 

The aim is to give 
the winner a platform 
from which to pro¬ 
mote themselves on a 
wider, professional 
scale. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Andre 
Van Wyk on 01656 
642688. 


LEADERSHIP CANDIDATE WARNS: 

"Local newspapers are 
vital to communities!’ 


I WANTED to express 
my concern at propos¬ 
als by the Welsh 
Government to remove 
the requirement for local 
authorities and Ministers 
to advertise road traffic 
orders in local newspa¬ 
pers. 

Newspapers are a vital part 
of our communities. They per¬ 
form an important public 
service by holding public bod¬ 
ies to account for their poli¬ 


cies and the way they spend 
money, and the loss of adver¬ 
tising revenue at this time 
could well put titles and jobs 
at significant risk. 

I, and many other politi¬ 
cians, are concerned at the 
weak state of the media indus¬ 
try in Wales, compared to 
Scotland. Scant coverage is 
given to Welsh affairs in the 
UK media and this proposal 
will weaken the newspaper 
industry in Wales further, 
perhaps fatally. 

Communities in Wales can¬ 


not afford to lose their local 
newspapers which provide a 
wealth of information and I 
urge the Welsh Government 
to rethink this proposition. 

People have until February 
29, 2012, to submit objections. 
Information can be obtained 
on http .7/wales.gov.uk/consul- 
tations/transport/trafftcorders/ 
LEANNE WOOD AM, 

(Plaid Cymru leadership candi¬ 
date) 


Parkinson’s support group 
offers varied programme 



^ MEMBERS of the 
'Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support 
Group (PPSG) are 
holding a series of 
meetings, featuring 
a variety of talks and 
discussions. 

Recently, Midori 
Pritchard visited the 
group to talk about 
‘Life and Culture in 


Japan ’. She was assist¬ 
ed by Valerie Davies 
who, as the meeting 
progressed, was gradu¬ 
ally clothed in a tradi¬ 
tional Japanese cos¬ 
tume. 

The PPSG meets at 
10.45am on the last 
Friday of the month in 
the Unitarian Chapel 
Hall (Old School Hall), 
Ty Canol, Nottage. 


Valerie Davies (left) and Midori Pritchard. 


Bridge results 

RECENT results for Bridgend Bridge 
Club: Wednesday February 8: First, Mel 
Humphries and Glyn Williams; second, 
Marjorie Morris and Bill Turner; third, 
Mary Moore and Di Jones. 

Friday February 10: First, Eleanor Jones and 
Phyllis Howells; second, Graham Jones and Irene 
Thomas; third, Marjorie Morris and Linda 
Pinnock. 

In addition to the regular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 7pm at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are lessons for beginners on 
Fridays at 7.30pm and improvers on Wednesdays at 
2.30pm, all welcome. 

For more information contact one of the follow¬ 
ing: John Beard (01446 771445), Steve Burgoyne 
(01656 661968) or David Newman (01656 
649138). 


Bridgend 
youth work 
in line for 
top award 


BRIDGEND Youth 
Service has been 
nominated for an 
award celebrating 
excellence in youth 
work. 

The awards, organised 
by the Welsh 
Government, recognise 
the valuable contribution 
youth workers make to 
their communities and 
young people. 

Bridgend Youth 
Service’s ‘Bwsted’ proj¬ 
ect has been nominated 
for an award in the 
‘developing skills for 
young people’ group 
project category. 

The awards evening 
will take place at the 
SWALLC Stadium in 
Cardiff on February 23, 
and will be hosted by 
Radio 1 DJ Huw 
Stephens. 

The Deputy Minister 
for Skills, Jeff Cuthbert, 
who is a qualified youth 
worker and was a youth 
work assessor in Mid 
Glamorgan and 

Caerphilly, will hand out 
some of the awards. 

Simon Weston OBE 
and Daily Mail TV critic 
Jaci Stephens are also 
attending to hand out 
awards, and Boys Aloud 
will perform at the event. 

The Deputy Minister 
for Skills, Jeff Cuthbert, 
said: “These awards cel¬ 
ebrate the contribution 
youth workers make to 
their communities and 
the positive impact they 


have on the lives of the 
next generation. 

“Youth programmes 
across Wales allow 
young people to fulfil a 
range of interests and 
provide an outlet for 
their positive develop¬ 
ment and creativity. 
These programmes 
would not be possible 
without the support and 
dedication of youth 
workers.” 

Youth work covers a 
whole host of disci¬ 
plines. As well as work¬ 
ing in youth clubs, there 
are opportunities to take 
part in conservation, 
media, sport and many 
other projects in Wales 
and abroad. 

The experience gained 
volunteering in such 
projects can often lead to 
gaining qualification 
accreditation and full¬ 
time employment. 

Mr Cuthbert added: 
“The wide variety of 
projects, organised by 
youth workers, that have 
been nominated for the¬ 
ses awards shows the 
depth and breadth of 
work they do. Projects 
like these are also a great 
opportunity for young 
people to have a go at 
something new or learn a 
skill that could help them 
with their future educa¬ 
tion or career. 

“Learning a new skill 
can be an enjoyable, fun 
experience as well as 
helping you in your 
future working life.” 


COUNCIL RENEWS ITS CALL 

FOR MORE FOSTER PARENTS 

80 children in need of a 
foster home in borough 


WITH about 80 
local children and 
young people look¬ 
ing for love and 
care, local people 
are again being 
urged to become a 
foster carer and 
make a real differ¬ 
ence to their lives. 

A Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) spokesperson 
said: “Dozens of new 
foster carers are need¬ 
ed across Bridgend to 
provide much needed 
stability for children 
and young people in 
local authority care. 

“Although carers 
are required for all 
ages, there is a partic¬ 
ular shortage of peo¬ 
ple willing to take on 
teenagers and two or 
more siblings.” 

Unless more carers 
are found, young peo¬ 


ple may have to live a 
long way from their 
home, family and 
school, and brothers 
and sisters would 
need to be placed sep¬ 
arately. 

Conn Alana Davies, 
cabinet member for 
children and young 
people, commented: 

“We are fortunate 
to have a group of 
experienced and 
skilled foster carers 
within the Bridgend 
area, but we urgently 
need to attract more. 

“Fostering can be a 
challenge, but it is 
also incredibly 
rewarding, and the 
council’s fostering 
service provides sup¬ 
port to carers every 
step of the way.” 

She added that 
there is no such thing 
as a typical foster 
carer or family. Good 
foster carers come 


from all walks of life, visit 

and all enquiries were www.bridgend.gov.uk/f 
considered. ostering or telephone 

For more informa- 01656 642349for an 

tion about fostering, information pack. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 23) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

16 Thur 

00.17 

8.0 

12.59 

7.9 

17 Fri 

01.49 

7.9 

14.29 

7.8 

18 Sat 

03.19 

8.0 

15.57 

8.0 

19 Sun 

04.25 

8.6 

16.58 

8.6 

20 Mon 

05.17 

9.2 

17.42 

9.1 

21 Tues 

06.03 

9.6 

18.26 

9.5 

22 Wed 

06.41 

9.9 

19.01 

9.7 

23 Thur 

07.17 

9.9 

19.33 

9.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Chairman hands awards 
to photographic society 



THE Pyle & Porthcawl Photographic 
Society held its biannual chairman’s tro¬ 
phy competition on February 9 at The 
Rest in Porthcawl. 

The competition entries must have been 
taken during club evenings, field trips and 
events. As the title suggests, the club’s 
chairman, Glyn Edmunds, awards the tro¬ 
phy, rather than an external judge, and he 
used a different method of scoring, which 


comprises a shortlist followed by the over¬ 
all winner. 

The winner was Martyn Derbyshire 
with ‘Be-FORE! the Storm’. The other 
shortlisted club members were Dan Minto, 
Paul Jones and Richard Craze. 

Congratulations to Martyn on winning 
such a close-run competition and a big 
thank you to all who participated for mak¬ 
ing it such an interesting evening. 


THE BRIDGEND QUIZ 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


IN the games 
played on Monday, 
February 6, 
Llangewydd Arms 
hit the 50 mark yet 
again, winning 50- 
43 against an in¬ 
form Tyrisha 
Royals team. 

Oldcastle A are in 
second place after their 
47-34 win against 
Laleston Inn A, and 
Tyrisha Nomads third 
after winning at Cabo 
Roche 44-31; then, two 
points adrift, are the 
Royals. 

Three points further 
down come Mackworth 


Arms, who beat Crown 
Inn A 43-39 along with 
Six Bells who had a 
bye. At the bottom are 
Cabo Roche and 
Laleston Inn A. 

Hardly any need to 
mention a Tondu 
Railway Club victory - 
it goes without saying, 
although the all-impor¬ 
tant fact is, with four 
games to go they are 
confirmed Division Two 
champions as a result of 
their 55-45 win at 
Coy church Wanderers. 

Pheasant Poachers 
beat bottom club Pyle 
RFC 53-33, but the 
remaining two games 
were quite close. 


Crown Inn B won 
away 48-46 at Laleston 
Inn B, and 
Greenmeadow beat 
Pheasant Gamekeepers 
42-41 but an objection 
is in, which could possi¬ 
bly change the result. 

Here are four to test 
you: 

1. Which instrument 
has the highest pitched 
note in an orchestra? 

2. Which female film 
star drowned near 
Catalina Island, 
California in 1981? 

3. Which English 
golfer won the 2011 
World Matchplay cham¬ 
pionships, beating Luke 
Donald in the final? 


4. By what slang 
name were FBI agents 
known in the 1930s - it 
is also the name of a 
James Cagney film? 

A RUDGE 

(for Quiz League) 
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ELVIS PAWS-LEY - he ain’t 
nothing but a hound dog! 


The GEM is in partnership with the Dog’s Trust to 
find caring homes for animals in their charge at 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre (Telephone: 01656 
725219) 


“Please don’t 
stand me 
up again...” 



DOG’S Trust 
Bridgend is proud 
to introduce Elvis 
Paws-ley: He may 
not sing and dance, 
but this adorable 
one-year-old 
Labrador cross 
badly needs rescu¬ 
ing from his heart¬ 
break hotel because 
this gorgeous guy 
keeps being stood 
up. 

He has been looked 
after by the staff at the 
Rehoming Centre since 
September 2011. He 
has been chosen and 
reserved by three 
prospective owners in 
the five months that he 
has been a resident - 


but for various reasons 
out of this lovely lad’s 
paws, they have pulled 
out each time. 

Elvis is a wonderful 
dog with loads of ener¬ 
gy and fun. He adores 
nothing more than the 
company of humans, 
other dogs and cats, so 
is a very sociable boy 
indeed. 

Although he loves 
children, his sheer size 
means that he would 
be best in a home with 
children over the age 
of eight. 

Beverley Price, 

Dogs Trust Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre man¬ 
ager says: “Sadly, we 
feel that Elvis is a 
good example of a 
puppy that just grew 


too big. His previous 
owners just couldn’t 
manage his size any 
more and perhaps 
weren’t prepared for 
just how big he would 
get. We would love to 
see him going to a 
home where his size 
and zest for life is fully 
embraced and we 
guarantee that with a 
bit of time and train¬ 
ing, Elvis will become 
the perfect family pet. ” 
To find out more 
about Elvis Paws-ley, 
or any of the other res¬ 
idents, please call 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 
directly on 01656 
725219 or visit the 
centre at Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Eai, 
Bridgend. 


Young dancers stage 
Valentine’s Day treat 


LOCAL dance 
lovers had a 
Valentine’s Day 
treat when some of 
Bridgend’s most 
talented young per¬ 
formers took to the 
stage at UDance 
Wales, one of the 
region’s largest 
youth dance show¬ 
case events on 
Tuesday. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Bridgend Youth Dance 
was one of just 11 
groups from across 
south Wales selected to 


perform at Swansea’s 
Taliesin Arts Centre. 

More than 130 young 
dancers, aged from 11 to 
21 years, spent the day 
reviewing each others’ 
work before staging an 
evening performance of 
their difference dance 
styles. 

Up to two groups 
from Wales were invited 
to attend UDance 2012, 
a three-day festival at 
London’s Southbank 
Centre in July, which 
will include evening per¬ 
formances, workshops 
and dance film screen¬ 
ings. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 


cabinet member for 
wellbeing, said: “These 
events allow us an excit¬ 
ing insight into the 
wealth of dance talent 
and creativity our young 
people in Bridgend have 
to offer, and work so 
hard to achieve. 

“They also give the 
participants the opportu¬ 
nity to showcase their 
work in a professional 
environment alongside 
their dance peers, and 
can act as an important 
‘stepping stone’ for 
those wishing to pursue 
a career in the dance 
industry.” 

Bridgend Youth 


Dance, which is man¬ 
aged by BCBC’s Arts 
and Community 

Development depart¬ 
ment and supported by 
the Arts Council of 
Wales, is open to all 
young people in the 
county aged from seven 
to 25. 

The scheme encour¬ 
ages participation 
through basic dance 
experience and targets 
the untapped talents of 
those wishing to further 
their skills through 
workshops, educational 
visits and performances. 


MEDAL PRESENTED TO 
MAESTEG AIR CADETS 


FLIGHT Lieutenant Anthony Davies, 
Officer Commanding 631 (Maesteg 
Squadron) Air Training Corps, has been 
presented with a second clasp to the 
Cadet Forces Medal to recognise his long 
service with the Corps. 

Flight Lieutenant Davies joined the ATC as a 
cadet with 2318(Aberkenfig) squadron in 1978. 
Rising to the rank of Cadet Warrant Officer he was 
commissioned into the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve (Training Branch) in 1985 as a member of 
2318 Squadron. 

Appointed CO of 631 in 2000, he is married with 
two small children and lives in Pencoed. 

The second clasp recognises over 24 years’ adult 
service and was presented to Right Lieutenant 
Davies by the Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed, the Right 
Honourable Robin Lewis CBE, at a presentation 
evening at Llanelli. 

631 Squadron meet at Upper Street, Maesteg and 
welcome boys and girls aged 13 and over. 

John Finch 


ABOVE: 

Fit Lt Davies with the Lord Lieutenant.. 



Young actors tread the boards! 


MAENDY Young 
Farmers have again 
been very busy in 
recent months, begin¬ 
ning with the 
Glamorgan county 
Christmas party at 
the Grove Golf Club, 
Porthcawl. 

The evening was well 
attended by all ages and 
by all clubs; it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
event in which everyone 
enjoyed a post 
Christmas get-together. 


More recently, 
Maendy were joined by 
fellow Young Farmers 
Clubs Llantrisant and 
Bridgend on a very suc¬ 
cessful trip to Playzone 
in Swansea on January 
19. The indoor play 
centre provided a fun 
filled evening for every¬ 
one. 

In preparation for the 
forthcoming annual 
Glamorgan YFC pan¬ 
tomime competition, 
Maendy have been 


rehearsing tirelessly, 
along with organising 
costumes and building 
scenery. The competi¬ 
tion will stretch over 
three nights from 
February 17-19 at The 
Princess Royal Theatre, 
Port Talbot. 

Come along to watch 
the seven Glamorgan 
clubs take to the stage 
to perform their produc¬ 
tion. Maendy will be 
performing last on the 
Sunday evening. 


The performances 
start at 7pm each 
evening, and tickets can 
be bought from county 
organiser, Gwyneth 
Thomas (telephone 
01656 864488 or email 
yfc wales_glamorgan @ y 
fc-wales.org.uk) or on 
the door. For more 
information, please see 
our website 

www.maendy.btck.co.u 

Lydia Phillips 


Coffee break is now a comfort stop! 

THE latest Book Club read at Pencoed 
WI is ‘The Shadow of the Wind.’ 

In January, the Lunch Club had a very good 
meal at the White Horse , Coychurch and in 
February will be dining at the High Corner. The 
Craft Club have their programme worked out until 
August and in March will be making chicken¬ 
shaped egg cosies. 

Now for the Walking Club; I have been 
informed they are fed up with my comments 
about cafes and food always involved somewhere 
on their walks. In future they will not be taking a 
coffee break, it will be a ‘Comfort Stop’ (I just 
love these euphemisms). 

That said, despite the January weather they did 
manage a three mile walk around Ewenny, the 
Priory and Corntown and took a comfort break in 
the Garden Centre’s cafe. 

This year for the first time, we have two ladies 
taking part in the Federation bowls competition 
and 12 are joining in the Cardiff City Walk. This 
is being organised by Val, who is a member of 
GFWI sports and leisure committee. 

Plans are in place for the last Link event we are 
hosting: this will be a ‘Best of British’ evening 
with a fish and chip supper and entertainment by 
the Plough Singers. 


NEWS FROM 
PENCOED WI 


We meet on the second Tuesday of each month 
at L45pm^.l5 pm in Pencoed Welfare hall. 

Guests and new members are always welcome. 
For more information, call Val on 01656 862181 
or me on 01656 860289. PAT 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your honia 

Typically £10.50 per hour Inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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‘Bark’ to school with Dog’s Trust 
CHILDREN WILL BE TAUGHT 
ALL ABOUT MAN’S FRIEND! 


THE Dogs Trust 
has launched a new 
scheme to help 
over 5,000 Welsh 
children to under¬ 
stand how to be a 
responsible dog 
owner. 

Jael and Lynne 
Jones, two of the 
team of Education 
Officers at Dogs 
Trust who teach 
seven-ll-year-old 
children just this, 
work with nearly 60 
schools around 
Bridgend and 
arrange over 150 


workshops helping 
children to under¬ 
stand how fun and 
rewarding having a 
dog can be. 

Jael said: 

“Children are the 
dog owners of the 
future - it is so 
important to work 
with them to ensure 
they understand what 
a happy healthy dog 
needs. 

“The children are 
always so receptive to 
the workshops and 
it’s really enjoyable 
teaching them and 
helping them to 


"A scarf is not 
just for warmth’ 


LLANHARRY WI NEWS 


ROSEMARY 
Scadden was the 
speaker for our 
February meeting, 
and she demon¬ 
strated the uses of 
the long scarf. 

Rosemary quite right¬ 
ly said we all have 
masses of scarves in the 
drawer of varying size, 
shape, colour and mate¬ 
rial. 

Scarves can be worn 
on the head, around the 
neck, shoulders and 
even the waist. 

Members were given 
a tip not to travel with¬ 
out a scarf in their lug¬ 
gage as it has endless 
uses from a sunshade 
for the head, an emer¬ 
gency handkerchief and 
protection from the 
aeroplane’s air condi¬ 
tioning. 

Some famous people 
associated with a scarf 
are the Queen, Audrey 
Hepburn, Jackie 
Kennedy and Rupert 
Bear. 

We were shown many 
different ways of tying 
and draping the scarf to 
compliment the garment 
and members had a go 
as well. 

The competition was 
a scarf ring or brooch, 
which most members 
entered, and a diamante 
bow brooch caught 
Rosemary’s eye, belong¬ 


ing to Rita Butt. 

Social time followed, 
giving members a 
chance to chat over a 
hot drink and cakes pro¬ 
vided by Ros Griffiths 
and Vi Hall. 

The raffle was won 
by Katherine Maddock. 

During the business 
meeting, the county 
newsletter was given 
out. 

Glamorgan 
Federation is the host 
county for the National 
Eisteddfod to be held at 
Llandow in August and 
have requested members 
to donate a hand-made 
bag incorporating the 
theme ‘coast/seaside’. 

Pauline Charles 
offered to make bags for 
this event. 

Six members were 
recently invited by 
Ystradowen WI, along 
with Bontfaen and 
Llanblethian WIs, who 
are part of the 
Bordervale Link group, 
and were entertained by 
the Bella Donna Ladies 
Choir. 

A talk on the Botanic 
Gardens is next month’s 
subject and the competi¬ 
tion is an item begin¬ 
ning with ‘G’. 

JR 


understand more 
about owning a dog.” 

The education ini¬ 
tiative is now in its 
ninth year of engag¬ 
ing with children 
through interactive 
lessons and work¬ 
shops. 

Whether high¬ 
lighting the impor¬ 
tance of responsible 
dog ownership or 
offering tips on how 
to stay safe around 
dogs, the sessions 
build children’s con¬ 
fidence and knowl¬ 
edge. 

The education 
workshops run 
throughout the school 
year and several holi¬ 
day classes are also 
arranged over the 
seasonal breaks. 

To find out more 
information visit 
WWW. learnwithdogs. co 
.uk. 


RIGHT: 
Lynne Jones 
with one 
of the dogs 
cared for by 
Dogs Trust. 



Cor Bro Ogwr in 
Volograd for Karl 
Jenkins’ premiere 


IN January, representatives 
from Cor Bro Ogwr, south 
Wales’ largest mixed voice 
choir - whose president is 
Carwyn Jones, First Minister 
for Wales - travelled to 
Volgograd, Russia for the pre¬ 
miere of Karl Jenkins’ Stabat 
Mater. 

The concert, which was filmed 
for Russian television, was con¬ 
ducted by Cor Bro Ogwr’s musical 
director, Edward-Rhys Harry, 
whose conducting appointments 
also include the internationally- 
recognised London Welsh Male 
Voice Choir. 

Despite freezing temperatures, a 
large audience gathered at the 
Volgograd Concert Hall to watch 
the inaugural performance. 


Under the assured direction of 
Edward-Rhys Harry, Cor Bro 
Ogwr, accompanied by singers 
from the Volgograd Opera House 
Chorus and Volgograd 
Philharmonic Chamber Ensemble, 
were met with rapturous applause, 
a standing ovation and demands 
for multiple encore performances. 

The trip to Russia follows previ¬ 
ous tours to Barbados, Hungary, 
Belgium, Gibraltar and Spain. 

Cor Bro Ogwr meet at the 
Tabernacle Church, Bridgend, on 
Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 
9pm. New members are always 
welcome. Eor more information, 
please visit www.Cor-Bro- 
Ogwr.com. 


GHOSTLY TALES... 

Eerie echoes from 


the lighthouse’s past 


THE small village 
of Monknash lies in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan and it 
obtains its name 
from the monks of 
Neath Abbey which 
contained a manor 
house and large 
farms within its 
community during 
the 12th Century. 

The lighthouse build¬ 
ings of Nash Point 
beside Monknash date 
back to 1832, after a pas¬ 
senger steamer named 
Frolic ran aground on a 
sandbank out at sea with 
the loss of 40 lives. 

With such tragedy, 
two lighthouse towers 
were built 1,000 feet 
apart, so that ships sail¬ 
ing up the channel had 
warning of the im mi nent 
danger. Lloating buoys 
were also anchored onto 
the sandbank. 

Originally painted in 
black and white stripes, 
the highest tower stood 
at 37m high. 

The lighthouses were 
the last manned struc¬ 
tures in Wales, with the 
last keeper leaving his 
post on August 5, 1998, 
handing his duties over 
to computerised lighting 
and fog horns. 

Nash Point itself dates 
back to the Iron Age 
where the remains of a 
700BC fort have been 
identified. 

Evidence of the 
Roman invasion was 
also found, although 


most relics have been 
destroyed by the treach¬ 
erous waters of the sea 
and erosion of the cliff 

The 300 hooded 
monks who lived at the 
farms in Monknash sup¬ 
plied grain and other 
produce to Neath Abbey. 

One legend is about 
the monks who unlaw¬ 
fully brewed and drank 
their own beer, opening 
a brewery to make 
money. Unfortunately, 
the Abbot of Neath 
Abbey became furious 
by their endeavours and 
ordered the monks to 
cease their craft. 

The message they 
sent to the Abbot read 
‘No beer - No grain,’ as 
they had no intention of 
bringing an end to their 
trade. The Abbot was 
forced to let them con¬ 
tinue otherwise he and 
the monks at Neath 
Abbey would go hungry. 

A lady wearing a lurid 
outfit has been seen by 
visitors outside the light¬ 
house apparently play¬ 
ing a cello, yet no sound 
of music is heard. She 
looks aimlessly towards 
the raging sea as if wait¬ 
ing for someone before 
disappearing into thin 
air. 

Who could this lady 
be and why would she 
want to remain around 
such an obscure environ¬ 
ment? 

The alarming sound 
of an old fashioned fog 
bell has been heard at the 
dead of night bellowing 


out across the sea. 
Could this ghostly sound 
be warning modern ves¬ 
sels that danger lurks 
beneath the perilous 
tides? 

The hazy image of an 
old fashioned mariner 
has been spotted, 
appearing to eerily float 
around the body of the 
lighthouse. Could this 
unusually dressed gen¬ 
tleman be that of a sailor 
from a vulnerable ship 
lost in the depths of the 
raging seas? 

The vision of a young 
boy has been identified 
wandering around the 
cliff’s edge only to dis¬ 
appear in an instant. His 
Victorian-style clothing 
seems dirty and tom, as 
if his life was evilly 
snatched from him. 

Could this tragic child 
belong to a past keeper 
who fell victim to the 
dangerous waters below, 
or just an illusion of 
imagination? 

A story of a clash 
between two lighthouse 
keepers who became 
entangled in a feud con¬ 
cerning different light¬ 
houses has also been 
told over the years. 

Could this legendary 
tale be linked to the iso¬ 
lation and loneliness felt 
by keepers and their 
families during the dark¬ 
er days of our past? 
Fact or fable, only you 
can decide ... 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS 


Porthcawl Townswomen’s 
Guild news round-up 


AFTER chairman 
Dee Richardson 
opened Porthcawl 
Townswomen’s 
Guild, she present¬ 
ed one of the ladies 
with a flower 
arrangement for 
her golden wed¬ 
ding. 

On Wednesday, lunch 
at the Rest Hotel cele¬ 
brated our 58th birthday. 

We had our usual 
update from our twin 
guild in Mansfield and 
some of the ladies are 
coming to pay us a visit 
in May, so we are busy 


planning where we will 
take them to show off 
our town. 

Some ladies were 
unable to attend the 
police museum on our 
last visit so we have 
arranged another date 
for them. 

There is to be an ‘At 
Home’ day in Cardiff, 
where a few of our mem¬ 
bers will be entertaining 
the federation, so that is 
a day to look forward to. 

After everyone had 
updated their diaries, it 
was time to introduce 
the guest speaker for the 
afternoon and we knew 
that we would have to 


get our voices warmed 
up as Mike Boyles was 
going to entertain us 
with great music. 

As always there was a 
great variation. 

The chairman pre¬ 
sented Mike with a copy 
of the new hymn book in 
memory of our pianist 
and friend, Audrey 
Eynon, which will be 
used in Trinity, as 
Audrey was a member 
of the choir there. 

The next meeting will 
be on March 14 in the 
All Saints Church Hall 
at 2pm, to which all will 
be made welcome,. 

DR 


Who wants to build what and where in the borough? 


Mr Stephen Bond - The 
Great House, High 
Street, Laleston - 

Hanging hotel name 
sign. 

Mr Peter Matthews - 

Smallholding east of 
Swn y Mor, Heol 
Goedog, Cefn Cribbwr 

- Lell one elm tree 
(Tl). 

BCBC Communities 
Directorate - Plot 119, 
Village Farm Road, 
Pyle - Erection of mod¬ 
ified palisade security 
fencing and gates. 

Mr T Haxley - Land 
adjacent to 42 Taliesin 
Close, Pencoed - 


Storage of two static 
caravans and inclusion 
of land into curtilage. 
Mr J Godbeer - 
Fairways Hotel, West 
Drive, Porthcawl - 
Proposed single storey 
orangery and entrance 
lobby to south (front) 
elevation and internal 
alterations. 

Mr Howard John - 96 
Suffolk Place, 
Porthcawl - Rear sin¬ 
gle storey extension and 
associated works. 
MrAAylen-17 Clos 
Henblas, Broadlands, 
Bridgend - Double 
storey rear extension. 


Mr G Dean - 40 Cefn 
Glas Road, Bridgend - 

First floor side exten¬ 
sion and rebuilding of 
single storey garage. 

Mr and Mrs Bekker- 
Cook - 25 Waterton 
Close, Waterton - 
Proposed garage con¬ 
version, two storey side 
extension and rear sin¬ 
gle storey sun room 
extension. 

Mr David Godbeer - 
Manor Farm Cottage, 
Porthcawl - Revised 
size and location of 
bam approved under 
consent P/10/704/FUL. 
Mrs Gaina Morgan - ly 


Gwyneth (Haulfryn), 
Fford y Gyfraith, 
Bridgend - Retention 
of extended garden cur¬ 
tilage. 

Ms R Kensella - Land 
rear 10/12 Pen y Fai 
Road, Aberkenfig - 

Outline application for 
two bedroom detached 
dwelling. 

Mr D L Evans - 52 
Parc lyn y Waun, 
Llangynwyd, Maesteg 
- Two storey extension 
to side gable elevation. 
Mr H Moatt - 39 
Severn Road, 
Porthcawl - Proposed 
kitchen extension. 


Mr G Anthony - 71 
Park Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Single 
storey extension and 
loft conversion. 

Mr Sampson - 18 Elm 
Rise, Bryncethin - 
Single storey extension 
and loft conversion 
(roof extension). 

Little Footsteps 
Children’s Day Nursery 
- Land r/o Jubilee 
Gardens, Pyle Road, 
Porthcawl - Complete 
partly erected building 
linking swimming pool 
and car valeting busi¬ 
ness to use as children’s 
nursery. 


Mr John E Jeremy - 2 
Cildaudy Cottages, 
Cildaudy Road, 
Coytrahen - Single 
storey extension and 
loft conversion. 

BCBC Communities 
Directorate - The 
Lighthouse, Western 
Breakwater, Porthcawl 
- Refurbishment of 
structure involving 
replacing lantern hous¬ 
ing assembly and clean¬ 
ing/painting as neces¬ 
sary. 

Kerry Jones and Paul 
Skinner - Llangynwyd 
Village (outskirts), 
Maesteg - Re-submis- 


sion of outline applica¬ 
tion (P/11/61/OUT) for 
proposed equestrian 
centre. 

Mr Michael Tatchell - 
Former boxing gym, 
Albert Terrace, 
Maesteg - Demolition 
of former boxing gym 
and construct four-bed- 
roomed detached 
dwelling. 

Mr Graham Thomas - 
45 Iron Way, Tondu - 

Two storey side and sin¬ 
gle storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Graham John Gore 
- Ty Gwilym Farm, 
Wern Tarw, 


Rhiwceiliog, Pencoed - 

Erection of polytunnel. 
Neath Port Talbot CBC 

- Blast Furnace 4, 

Tata Steelworks, 
Margam, Port Talbot 

- Demolish and rebuild 
blast furnace and con- 
stmct ancillary build¬ 
ings. 

Mr Paul Wyburn - Plot 
7, land off Heol Dewi 
Sant, Bettws - Single 
storey dwelling and 
garage. 
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UK Bill of Rights will 
protect civil liberties 


B ritain 

has always 
valued 

human rights and 
ensured it is 
reflected within 
our values and 
institutions. 
Indeed, the UK 
was a founding 
member of the 
European 
Convention on 
Human Rights 
(ECHR). 

Many of the rights 
contained within the 
convention can be 
traced back to the 
Magna Carta and to 
other laws long estab¬ 
lished in the UK. 

I believe that they 
remain incredibly rel¬ 
evant today as gov¬ 
ernment works with 
international partners 
to protect human 
rights and strengthen 
democracy across the 
world. 

Since 2000, the 
ECHR has been 
given effect in Britain 
through the Human 
Rights Act. 

On coming into 
office, the Coalition 
Government estab¬ 
lished a commission 
to investigate whether 
the Human Rights 
Act might be 
replaced by the cre¬ 
ation of a UK Bill of 
Rights. 

This Bill could 
protect and extend 
British liberties, 
incorporate and build 
on all our obligations 
under the European 
vConvention on 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns assesses the 
human rights debate 


Human Rights. It 
would ensure that 
these rights continue 
to be enshrined in 
British law. 

The commission is 
consulting widely and 
aims to report no 
later than by the end 
of 2012. 

The Government is 
now using its chair¬ 
manship of the 
Council of Europe 
(the body which 
oversees the Court) to 
champion the need 
for the reform of the 
European Court of 
Human Rights 
(ECHR). 

The ECHR has a 
vital role to play, but 
as its caseload has 


increased in recent 
years, so we have 
seen the development 
of lengthy delays, 
and questions raised 
over the quality of its 
judges. 

There is also con¬ 
cern about whether it 
gives enough weight 
to decisions made by 
legitimate national 
courts. 

This threatens its 
reputation as a bea¬ 
con for the cause of 
human rights, ruth¬ 
lessly focused on 
defending human 
freedom and dignity. 

The court must 
refocus itself on its 
original purpose - 
upholding the con¬ 


vention and prevent¬ 
ing the serious abuse 
of human rights. 

The European 
Court of Human 
Rights has recently 
blocked Abu Qatada’s 
deportation on the 
grounds that Jordan 
might use evidence 
obtained by torture 
against him - even 
though the UK and 
Jordan had previously 
reached agreement 
that he would not be 
tortured if he was 
deported. 

The cleric faces 
terror charges in 
Jordan and the UK 
Government says he 
is a threat to national 
security, but a British 
judge decided earlier 
this week that his six- 
year detention could 
no longer be sus¬ 
tained after the 
ECHR’s ruling. 

I think that this 
ECHR ruling has cre¬ 
ated a frustrating and 
difficult position for 
the UK, but trust that 
the UK Home Office 
and the Eoreign 
Office will work 
closely with the 
Jordanian govern¬ 
ment to find an effec¬ 
tive solution to this 
case in particular. 

Ultimately, I 
believe it’s crucial for 
the commission to 
consult widely and 
for the UK 
Government to use 
this opportunity to 
consider and poten¬ 
tially introduce a UK 
Bill of Rights. =J 


B _ B Chartered 

Surveyors, 

B ■■ B Auctioneers, 

I H ^ Valuers & 

hertjertrthomas Estate Agents 

Vale of Glamorgan Deposit Local 
Development Plan Representations 

Act now to ensure 
your voice is heard. 

Small six week timeframe in which 
you can submit representations 
to shape your neighbourhood 
for the next 15 years. 

Herbert R Thomas can offer services in: 

• Objections 

• Alternative Site Representations 

• Letters of Support 

Call us by March 5th to discuss. 


Mrs Lucy Welch BSc (Hons) 
(City and Regional Planning) 

01446 776375 

lucy welch @ hrt.uk.com 


'A scarf is not 
just for warmth" 


ROSEMARY 
Scadden was the 
speaker at Llanharry 
WPs February meet¬ 
ing, and demonstrat¬ 
ed the uses of the 
long scarf. 

Scarves can be worn 
on the head, around the 
neck, shoulders and 
even the waist. 

Members were given 
a tip - not to travel with¬ 
out a scarf in their lug¬ 
gage as it has endless 
uses from a sunshade 
for the head, an emer¬ 
gency handkerchief and 
protection from the 
aeroplane’s air condi¬ 
tioning. 

Some famous people 
associated with a scarf 
are the Queen, Audrey 
Hepburn, Jackie 
Kennedy and Rupert 
Bear. 

Glamorgan 


Federation is the host 
county for the National 
Eisteddfod to be held at 
Llandow in August and 
have requested members 
to donate a hand-made 
bag incorporating the 
theme ‘coast/seaside’. 

Pauline Charles 
offered to make bags for 
this event. 

Six members were 
recently invited by 
Ystradowen WI along 
with Bontfaen and 
Llanblethian WIs, who 
are part of the 
Bordervale Link group, 
and were entertained by 
the Bella Donna Ladies 
Choir. 

A talk on the Botanic 
Gardens is next month’s 
subject and the competi¬ 
tion is an item begin¬ 
ning with‘G’. JR 


Life as a 
prison 
chaplain 

I SKERWf] 

THE February meet¬ 
ing of Sker WI was 
held recently at St 
David’s Church Hall, 
Nottage, when the 
president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed members on a 
very cold evening. 

The darts team have 
been practising for the 
forthcoming tournament 
in Llanharry and we 
wish them luck. 

The speaker was the 
Rev Dawn Tilt, who 
gave a very informative 
talk on life as a chaplain 
at HM Parc prison. 

The site was original¬ 
ly an ammunition dump, 
then a hospital, before 
being used as a prison. 

It is privately run, with 
a capacity of 1,600 pris¬ 
oners ranging from 
petty offenders through 
to more violent crimi¬ 
nals. 

There are six full 
time chaplains on the 
team, including Baptist, 
Catholic and Church in 
Wales. Other faiths, ie 
Muslim and Jewish, are 
also catered for. 

There is a Health 
Care Unit which has 
therapy days to help 
prisoners who could 
self-harm. 

The next meeting will 
be held on March 
when Mr Terry Walton 
will speak on ‘Life of a 
Media Gardener’. AV 


Raising the 
borough’s 
tourist image 

BBC Wales weatherman Derek Brockway will launch the 
Bridgend Tourism Association at Trecco Bay, Porthcawl, on 
Tuesday February 28. 

The initiative is designed to promote to the world the borough of 
Bridgend from Porthcawl and the coast, to the top of the three historic val¬ 
leys - Llynfi, Garw and Ogmore. 

The initial aim is to bring tourism businesses on board, so that the ven¬ 
ture is locally driven and fully reflects the voice of the industry. 

The association aims to bring trade benefits to members, as well as pro¬ 
viding a strong and streamlined focus to attract tourists and visitors. 
Tourism specialist Gina Gavigan will be assisting the organisation in 
recruiting businesses and co-ordinating the efforts of local businesses to 
make Bridgend one of the UK’s premier 21st century visitor destinations. 

Gina said: “I believe behind every strong, vibrant, tourism destination 
there is an active and supportive tourism body. 

“ I look forward to working with the tourism businesses in Bridgend in 
developing the new Tourism Association and creating a strong voice for the 
industry.” 

The launch will take place at the Time Out Centre, Trecco Bay at 9.30am 
on February 28. 


■Morhomes For HIro In Brldponin 



From £595 por wook 

M«rah 3012 
Bookings bstns takao n aort 


Ms.caak 


BUY MKDTORHOMES CARAVANS - 




' t-oMMarak 


^ T Boxall is a family business 

^ IjC I established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 



Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood. 
Gasification systems. 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All wo ■ 

I Suppliers of . . . 


All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 


BOILERS 


Gas Safe Installers 



Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 

& ^ i : 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

1 





FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


l l 




































































6 - THE GEM 


p 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, Eebruary 16th, 2012 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE COMMUNITY NEWS! 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Wannabe 

weavers! 

AFTER welcoming 
members and two 
speakers to the 
Aberkenfig & 
District Women’s 
Institute meeting 
on February 8, 
Eunice Williams, 
president, asked for 
a one-minute 
silence in memory 
of founder member 
Marian Edwards, 
who died on 
January 15. 

A donation to the 
British Heart 

Foundation has been 
made on behalf of the 
institute. 

Future events were: 
the annual lunch on 
March 21; a guided walk 
in Cardiff; a Tai Chi 
taster session in 
Pencoed; the spring 
council meeting in 
Barry; the National 
Federation of Women’s 
Institutes annual general 
meeting in the Royal 
Albert Hall in May. 

Eunice then intro¬ 
duced the speakers, 
Heather Becket and Ann 
Fox, who are keen mem¬ 
bers of the Weavers’ 
Guild. 

Heather described the 
range of looms suitable 
for the beginner. Ann 
spoke about a variety of 


materials i.e. wool, silk 
and wire. 

The members were 
then invited to try weav¬ 
ing with fabric strips. 
The easiest of the looms 
was a peg loom which 
was a flat narrow base 
with a number of pegs 
fitted into holes. The 
fabric was then woven 
around these pegs until 
they were full and the 
woven item was moved 
down onto a series of 
warps - which were 
lengths of wool fitted 
onto the pegs with 
wires.. 

The raffle was won 
by Pearl and Marjorie, 
and Irene won the com¬ 
petition for an item 
beginning with the letter 
‘U’ - with a model of a 
unicorn. 

The next meeting will 
be March 14, when the 
speaker will be Jan 
Holmes, whose subject 
is ‘Fruity Bouquets.’ 
The competition is for 
an item beginning with 
‘T,’ and there will be a 
sales table for those 
unwanted items. 

New members and 
visitors are welcome at 
the meetings of 
Aberkenfig WI, which 
take place on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 2pm in the 
Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 

For further details, 
contact secretary Pat 


Lewis on 01656 721933. 

Further information, 
including a full pro¬ 
gramme of meetings, 
can also be found on the 
Bridgend Cobwebs web¬ 
site ie: 

www.cobwebs.co.uk. 

Joint 
concerts 
COR Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male voice choir) is 
celebrating 50 years 
since its formation, 
with joint St David’s 
Day concerts at local 
schools. 

On February 29 it will 
be performing in Betws 
Primary School 

Eisteddfod. On March 1, 
it will be in the St 
David’s day concert at 
Efaldau Primary School 
and on March 5, it is in 
the St David’s day cele¬ 
brations at Blaengarw 
Primary School. 

The choir has recently 
recruited three new 


members and welcomes 
Viv Garfield, Glyn 
Waite and Gareth Yates 
to its ranks. 

The choir has also 
been joined in their 
rehearsals on Monday 
evenings by three young 
lads - Dylan Ralph- 
Edwards, Rhys Woods 
and Alexander Gordon, 
whose favourite song is 
the foot stamping ‘When 
the Saints go Marching 
in’. 

The choir is busy 
rehearsing for the 
‘Eestival of a 1,000 
voices’ in the MEN 
arena, Manchester, on 
March 24. 

It is nice to learn that 
this choir is gaining new 
choristers and secretary 
‘Dixie’ Dean has recruit¬ 
ed a number of teenage 
boys into a new male 
youth choir, which is 
becoming quite success¬ 
ful. 

The choir welcomes 
visitors and new mem¬ 


bers to rehearsals in 
Pontycymer rugby foot¬ 
ball club on Monday 
and Wednesday 

evenings between 7pm 
to 8.30pm. 

Maesteg 

USA 

AT the recent meeting 
in January, Maesteg 
U3A members 

enjoyed a talk by Mr 
Peter Shaw from 
Cowbridge, who was 
kidnapped in the sub¬ 
urbs of Tbilisi the 
capital city of Georgia 
by a pseudo military 
organisation. 

He was held for 141 
days, chained by the 
neck in a cell three 
metres underground in 
freezing conditions. His 
kidnappers were asking 
for a ransom of $2 mil¬ 
lion for his freedom. He 
managed to escape on 
November 6. 

He certainly made 
members appreciate the 


tenacity of the human 
spirit, when someone is 
held in such appalling 
conditions. 

The next meeting will 
be on Eebruary 28 at 
2.30pm in the Central 
Church Hall, where the 
speaker will be Roy 
Evans, chairman of 
U3A. Roy is a geogra¬ 
pher by profession and 
is presenting a fascinat¬ 
ing talk on volcanoes. 

Planning 

protest 

I HAVE received an e- 
mail from residents in 
Rectory Close, Sarn, 
informing me of their 
objections to a pro¬ 
posed new out-of-town 
shopping development 
at Wern Ddu, 
Aberkenfig, under 
Bridgend CBC plan¬ 
ning application AS041 
by Asbri Planning 
Developers, Cardiff. 

Coaching 

WYNDHAM Boys and 
Girls Club now has 
new pool tables which 
are free for use, an arts 
and craft room, and 
also provides coaching 
facilities for table ten¬ 
nis and indoor football 
on Monday, 

Wednesday and 

Thursday evenings, 
6pm-8.30pm at a cost 
of only 30p per night 
per child. 

Welcome break 

TYNYRHEOL 


Primary School, 
Llangeinor, has wel¬ 
comed back caretaker 
Christine Jones, fol¬ 
lowing illness. 

Pupils in class 3 will 
have swimming lessons 
daily over a period of a 
fortnight starting on 
Eebruary 20. 

Historic 

church 

ST JOHN’S Church, 
Aberkenfig, which 
stands on the hill over¬ 
looking Aberkenfig, 
was built in 1869. A 
donation for the build¬ 
ing was made by the 
Duchess of Dunraven, 
and workers on the 
railways and at the 
iron works also con¬ 
tributed. 

Eor the first five 
years, it had no vicar 
but the holding of serv¬ 
ices carried on and it 
managed to survive. 

Many anniversaries 
have since been cele¬ 
brated in the church, 
and there have been 
numerous changes 
include a new organ, 
and modern facilities. 

Well done, 
Karyl! 

CONGRATULA¬ 
TIONS go to Karyl 
Carter, an employee of 
the Stroke Association, 
who has worked for 
the last 20 years in the 
area served by the 
Princess of Wales hos¬ 


pital. 

During this period, 
Karyl has managed to 
assemble a team of more 
than 40 volunteers who 
assist her, week in week 
out, in running three 
groups at the Evergreen 
Hall, Bridgend. 

The groups encourage 
stroke survivors to learn 
new skills in arts and 
crafts, or IT, including 
research in family histo¬ 
ry, speech therapy 
improvements and read¬ 
ing. 

The Stroke 

Association has consis¬ 
tently struggled for 
funding, in fact in a sur¬ 
vey two years ago it was 
placed in 167th position 
on the list of British 
charities, even coming 
below a donkey sanctu¬ 
ary. 

Judo ace 

THE members of St 
Tyfodwg’s church, 
Glynowgr, congratu¬ 
late young David 
Bowen, who competed 
in the recent 
Commonwealth judo 
competition at the 
Millenium Centre, 
Cardiff. 

He took part in the 
under 60kg cadet group, 
where he took fifth 
place. 

There were adults and 
children from 14 differ¬ 
ent countries competing 
in this prestigious event. 


Funding for work with young 


Engagement 
Gateway 
Programme 
KPC Youth has 
received funding 
from the 
‘Engagement 
Gateway 
Programme’ to 
work with young 
people aged 16 and 
above who are not 
in education, 
employment or 
training. 

They want to help 
young people work 
towards gaining 
employment, building 
on a CV, confidence 
and motivation by 
offering free training, 
recognised qualifica¬ 
tions and counselling. 

Sessions are run on a 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday of each 
week for up to six- 
week blocks, plus 
lunch is provided free 
of charge. 

If you are aged 16 
and over and not 
receiving JSA or ESA, 
contact KPC Youth for 
more information by 
calling into their cen¬ 
tre, which is located 
next to Pil Primary 
School, Off Py le Inn 
Way, Pyle, Bridgend, 
CF33 6AB; or tele¬ 
phone 01656 
745399/749219 

Neighbourhood 

Watch 

Dog Fouling - Patrols 
are being made 
throughout the day and 
letter drops have been 
done in the affected 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 


Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


areas. 

So far, no complaints 
have been received 
from the public. The 
environmental depart¬ 
ment at BCBC is aware 
of the problem and will 
also visit the area. 
Traffic Flow - BCBC 
is to monitor the traffic 
flow in the area of Pwll 
y Gath Street over the 
next month. 

However, officially, 
no exact date has yet 
been set for this. 

Patrols are still being 
made through this area 
as often as possible. 
Speed camera - Pyle 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team were out 
and about with a 
mobile handheld speed 
camera on February 9 
in High Street/Cefn 
Road, High 
Street/Moriah Place 
and Commercial 
Street/High Street. 

The locations were 
targeted for approxi¬ 
mately one hour, to 
coincide with the time 
that children from 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants School were 
leaving to go home, 
with both directions of 
traffic flow being mon¬ 
itored. 

In all, 150 vehicles 
were targeted, with 137 
travelling at 30 mph or 
below - nine travelling 
between 31 to 35 mph 
and four travelling at 
36 to 40 mph. 

If you have any 
issues you would like to 
discuss with your local 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, contact 
peso Jon Howe on 
07805301491, or 


peso Nerys Lloyd on 
07805301493 

Councillor’s 

surgery 

Borough councillor 
Clive James will be 
holding surgeries on 
February 18 at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre from 10am to 
10.54 am, and in the 
Bam Yard at Pyle 
Cross from 11am to 
11.45 am. 

There will also be 
community councillors 
in attendance to assist 
Coun James. 

If there are any issues 
that you would like to 
discuss with your local 
councillors, you will be 
welcome to attend 
either venue. 

Parish news 

A classic film will be 
shown at the next 
movietime, next 
Thursday, Febmary 
23 at 2 pm. Everyone 
is welcome and lifts 
are available if need¬ 
ed. 

The Mothers Union 
quiet evening will take 
place at St Mary 
Magdalene Church on 
March 20 at 7 pm. 
Bonsai is a fast grow¬ 
ing pastime. If it is 
something that you are 
interested in, you 
would be welcome at 
the Bonsai club held on 
the first Tuesday of 
each month in St 
James’ church hall at 
7pm. 

For details of events 
and activities in the 
parish, ring the Rev Dr 
Duncan Walker on 


01656 740500/07766 
710373, or Gareth 
Gardener on 07779 
239302. 

School news 

Congratulations to 
the following pupils 
of Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff 
last week: 

Justin-Lei Healey - 
class 1, Charlotte 
Edmunds - class 2, 
Connor Coombes - 
class 3, Harry Sleath - 
class 4, Jack Evans - 
class 5, Amy Ruck - 
class 6 and Callum 
King from class 7. 

The headteacher’s 
award went to Lowri 
Thomas. 

Congratulations also 
go to leuan Everett, 
Bret Jackson, Niamh 
O’Halloran, Thomas 
Llewellyn, Olivia 
Magnus, Megan 
Radmore, Grace 
Griffiths, Teilan 
Loveluck, Aaron Twose 
and Dylan Phillips for 
their excellent behav¬ 
iour during lunchtimes 
last week. As a reward, 
they will be joining Mr 
Goldsworthy for lunch. 

Due to the state of 
the fields at Cynffig 


Comprehensive School, 
last Friday’s cross 
country race was can¬ 
celled. 

Inter school matches - 
On Friday Febmary 
27, the school played 
mgby and netball away 
against Pencoed 
Primary School. 

In a hard-fought 
match, the mgby ‘A’ 
team produced an 
excellent performance. 

With time mnning 
out, the game was 
heading for a draw 
when up popped Leon 
Jones to score the only 
try, which was convert¬ 
ed by Luke Dingle to 
give the school a 7-0 
victory. 

The school ‘B’ team 
also had a tough game, 
but ended up with an 
excellent 15-5 win, two 
tries coming from 
Bradley Jenkins and 
one from Callum 
Brennan. 

Unfortunately, the 
netball teams had an 
off day with ‘A’ team 
losing a narrowly con¬ 
tested game by 12-11 
and the ‘B’ team losing 
12-1. 

However everyone did 
their best and enjoyed 
the matches. 


First Minister opens 
£1.6 million extension 
at Bryntirion School 




THE £1.6 million 
two-storey exten¬ 
sion at Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School, part of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
school modernisa¬ 
tion programme, 
was officially 
opened on Friday, 
February 10, by 
First Minister 
Carwyn Jones. 

As well as housing 
two new science labora¬ 
tories plus preparation 
rooms, pupils have also 
benefited from three 
new general teaching 
rooms. 

“New lift access to 
the first floor and exter¬ 
nal walkway has helped 
make all parts of the 
school accessible to all 
users, and there are addi¬ 
tional toilet facilities and 
a general purpose area 
which can be used as a 
conference or meeting 
room,” a spokeswoman 
said. 

The project was com¬ 
pleted on schedule in 36 
weeks by main contrac¬ 
tor Vale Building 


First Minister Carwyn Jones at the opening. 


Services Ltd. Eundedby 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, in 
partnership with a Welsh 
Government School 
Buildings Improvement 
Grant, the new facilities 
have replaced an ageing 
mobile classroom and 
created more space in 
the school’s main build¬ 
ing. 

Coun Alana Davies, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 
and young people, said: 
“This is a really impres¬ 
sive new building and 
means the important sci¬ 
ence curriculum can be 
taught more effectively. 

“Bryntirion is a popu¬ 
lar school and the 
increase in pupil num¬ 
bers, especially from 
Broadlands, meant the 
old laboratories were 
just not adequate. 

“The school also had 
a shortfall of teaching 
space and was using a 
double mobile class¬ 
room which had become 
unfit for purpose, and 
which has now been 


removed. 

“Who knows, this 
new facility may inspire 
a future Nobel Prize 
winner or great scientif¬ 
ic thinker. Most impor¬ 
tantly, we have been 
able to create a modem 
learning environment 
for all pupils.” 

Eirst Minister Carwyn 
Jones, who is also AM 
for Bridgend, added: 
“This project underlines 
the Welsh Government’s 
commitment to continu¬ 
ing to invest in schools 
to provide a learning 
environment now 
expected in the 21st 
Century. 

“This commitment is 
reflected in the invest¬ 
ment seen here at 
Bryntirion 
Comprehensive with the 
Welsh Government pro¬ 
viding over £1.4 million 
towards the cost. 

“The high standard of 
the facilities available in 
these buildings will have 
a positive and lasting 
impact on the education¬ 
al achievements of 
pupils at this school.” 
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COYCHURCH LANDLORD 
USES HIS PAST LIFE TO 
INSPIRE SPY THRILLERS 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 



ABOVE: 

Spy thriller author Jason Radek, 
pictured at the Hare and Hounds 
in Aberthin. 


A LOCAL land¬ 
lord is hoping to 
develop a new 
career as a writer 
of spy stories - 
drawing his inspi¬ 
ration from his 
time in a special 
operations unit in 
the former 

Yugoslavia. 

Jason Radek is cur¬ 
rently looking after the 
Hare and Hounds pub in 
Aberthin, although he is 
also the landlord at the 
Prince of Wales, 
Coychurch. 

However, his new 
career is a long way 
from the duties of mine 
host in a country pub, as 
he is hoping to carve a 
niche in the lucrative 
genre of spy fiction. 

He has already writ¬ 
ten one book. The Dark 
Secret of Fox: The 
Hunter, and a second, 
entitled The Cloak and 
Dagger Game, is in the 
pipeline. 

Jason writes under a 
nom de plume, as J D 
Fox, and a spy named 
Fox is the central char¬ 
acter in the books. 

He describes the sto¬ 
ries as in the time-hon¬ 


oured tradition of the 
struggle between good 
and evil. 

He added: “I write to 
help myself forget, and 
to get it off my chest.” 

Jason told The GEM: 
“I have drawn on my 
own experiences to 
write about Fox. I left 
Yugoslavia many years 
ago, in 1992, but for 26 
years I was in the special 
forces there.” 

Jason says that he left 
Yugoslavia when it 
became obvious that the 
Balkan conflict was 
going to start. 

This led - after terri¬ 
ble loss of life - to the 
formation of Serbia and 
Montenegro, Croatia, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, 

Macedonia and 

Slovenia, and he had no 
stomach for that 

He said: “I loved 
Yugoslavia. It was not a 
hard-line communist 
state like East Germany. 
People could apply for 
passports and travel. 

“I had friends from all 
the areas that would 
become separate coun¬ 
tries and I wanted no 
part of a civil war.” 

He blames various 
religious leaders for fan¬ 
ning the flames. He said: 


“None of these religions 
talks about killing. The 
real villains are the cler¬ 
ics who twist religion.” 


Jason’s work with the 
special forces involved a 
great deal of undercover 
work to counter terror¬ 


ists and drug smugglers 
- often one and the same 
thing. 

Going undercover 
and adopting a fake per¬ 
sona led to great strains 
in his personal life, and 
his time in the forces led 
to two failed marriages. 

When he left 
Yugoslavia, he settled 
first in England, where 
he never felt comfort¬ 
able, but things changed 
when he had the chance 
to take a pub in Wales, at 
Abertillery. 

He and his partner 
Mary went there to give 
it a try - and they still 
live there now. 

He said: “I found the 
Welsh people so friend¬ 
ly. When we went out 
for an evening, people 
would ask questions and 
soon I knew a lot about 
them and they knew a lot 
about me.” 

One thing that they 
probably don’t know too 
much about is his time 
in special forces. Jason 
says that is gradually 
finding its way into his 
books - as his own form 
of therapy. 

He is now settled in 
the Prince of Wales in 
Coychurch, but is also 
looking after the Hare 


and Hounds. 

He said; “The locals 
have nicknamed me 
‘Vlad’ after Vlad the 
Impaler, and we enjoy 
living in Wales.” 

The latest Pox book 
has been accepted by a 
publisher on the basis of 
the first four chapters, 
and Jason is busy work¬ 
ing on it now. 

He gets home at lam 
in the morning and finds 
it difficult to sleep, so he 
writes for two or three 
hours in the night. 

He is encouraged by 
the fact that one review¬ 
er said his first book was 
“like James Bond, but 
grittier and more believ¬ 
able”. 

Everyone knows what 
happened in Yugoslavia 
when the conflict broke 
out. The period that 
Jason, writing as J D 
Pox, has chosen, 1966 - 
1992, is very different. 

It is unlikely if any¬ 
one in the UK knows 
much about life in 
Yugoslavia then. 

It means that Jason 
Radek has a chance to 
inform and entertain at 
the same time. 


Latest WI news 

I KENFIG WI 


P RESIDENT Pat Williams gave an 
account of the Federation Whist 
Tournament held at Ystradowen, 
which had been attended by Muriel 
Stubbs, Daphne Lewis, Jean David, 
Cynthia Benson and Ruth Tatchell. 

Val Williams of Coity WI, won the tournament 
and everyone present had a very enjoyable after¬ 
noon. 

Pinal arrangements were announced for the 
Kenfig WI fish and chip supper to be held at the 
Comelly Community Centre on Thursday, Pebruary 
23. 

The speaker for the evening was from Bridgend 
County Care and Repair. This organisation is con¬ 
cerned with helping older people to live safely in 
their homes. After outlining its history and funding, 
Rena Sweeney explained the various aids available 
to any homeowner over sixty in the Borough. 

The evening ended with a wonderful surprise; 

Jill Troy provided us all with delicious cup cakes in 
celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

RT 


LALESTON WI 


T he second February meeting was 
held in Laleston Gardening Club 
when various activitiess were 
announced, including the luncheon club 
on February 14. 

February 18 - spring council meeting in Barry; 
June 8 - link meeting at Mynydd Cynfig WI; July 
26 - trip to see Sister Act in Cardiff; December - 
proposed trip to see Phantom of the Opera in 
Cardiff. 

The President then introduced the guest speaker, 
Mr Clubb, whose subject was Island Parm. The 
POW escape that took place there saw approxi¬ 
mately 75 get away, but eventually all were recap¬ 
tured. 

The wartime memorabilia competition was won 
by Peggy Howells, who exhibited two WWl ration 
books. 

The next meeting will be on March 1 at the 
Municipal Bowls Club in Bridgend, at 7.15pm. 
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Local primary school 
honours pupils of the 
month with ceremony 

FOLLOWING the morning service and 
assembly at St David’s Church-in-Wales 
Primary School at Colwinston, conducted 
by the Rev Canon Peter Leonard, the 
chairman of the school governors, pupils 
were awarded badges and trophies by 
another school governor. Dr Tom Maples. 

The awards and presentations were made to the 
pupils in recognition of the way that they had 
demonstrated the school ‘Value of the Month’, 
which in January was ‘Perseverance’. 

Merit badges were awarded to one child from 
each class. Mrs Ceri Hoffrock, the headteacher, said: 

“The staff always find it extremely difficult to 
choose a pupil of the month as we are all so proud of 
all of our children.” 

Awards of Merit badges were made by Dr Tom 
Marples to Isabel - reception; Georgie - year-1; 

Molly - year-2; Laura - year-3; Holly - year-4; Josef 
- year-5 and Lloyd - year-6. 

Three major awards were also presented to pupils 
by Dr Marples. These were the ‘Dysgwr y Mis’ 

(Welsh learner) which Sam in year-1 received, while 
the ‘Citizen of the Month’ went to Millie in year-2 
for her caring attitude. 

Finally, the ‘Sports Person of the Month’ was 
awarded to Samson in year-6, who also plays rugby 
at regional level. 

In summing up. Rev Canon Peter Leonard, said 
that it was a great joy to come into school and be part 
of such a positive team. The children always give of 
their best and it is good to recognise their achieve¬ 
ments. 



ABOVE: 

Isabelle showing her awards blanket to Dr Tom Marples, Mrs Ceri 
Hoffrock, and the school assembly. The blanket has all the badges 
and awards that Isabelle has won sewn to it. 


REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
by KEITH E MORGAN 
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ABOVE: The winners of the Merit awards. 

BELOW: The recipients of the three major monthly 
awards — Dysgyry Mis, Citizen of the Month and 
Sports Person of the Month . 



Pencoed couple caU for 
better PTSD treatment 
after suicide tragedy 


Ten-year-old Bridgend 
singer Bibi bowls over 
Beeb radio presenters 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Healing the 
Wounds concentrates 
its efforts on PTSD. 

In particular, it wants 
to fund a treatment 
centre in Wales. 

Dan Collins took 
his own life despite 
having a two-year-old 
daughter that he 
loved. He was being 
treated for PTSD but 
his many friends 
wonder whether more 
could have been done 
to help him. 

The existing com¬ 
bat stress centre is in 
Headley Court in 
Surrey, and Healing 
the Wounds’ aim is to 
fund one in Wales. 

Alison and Stuart 
Elson actually 
became involved in 
fundraising before 
Dane’s death. 


Alison said: “Dane 
phoned home from 
Afghanistan once 
after he had helped 
save the life of a fel¬ 
low soldier who was 
badly injured by an 
lED. 

“That soldier went 
through the rehabilita¬ 
tion process, and I 
started helping the 
Welsh Guards 
Afghanistan Appeal. 

“I did a sky dive 
not so long ago to 
raise funds, and next 
October my daughter 
and I will be doing a 
100-mile trek in 
Jordan. 

“I will be in a 
group of around 30 
women. They have 
given us the name 
‘Band of Sisters’.” 

Alison also spends 
time maintaining the 
appeal’s website and 


is delighted that it 
recently passed the £1 
million mark. 

Eor Alison in par¬ 
ticular, fundraising 
for the charities has 
been very therapeutic, 
and she is happy to 
talk about what hap¬ 
pened to Dane. 

In fact, she has 
been reading about 
the Welsh Guards’ 
experience in 
Afghanistan, and says 
that one book. Dead 
Men Risen, by Toby 
Hamden, has told her 
so much about what it 
was like for those 
young men in 
Afghanistan. 

It was a controver- 


BOTH the Laleston 
and Cowbridge 
NFU Cymru offices 
have re-located to 
one new office on 
the Bridgend 
Business Centre, 
just outside the 
town centre. 

Local group secretary 
Julian Kelly said: 
“Members, along with 
insurance customers, 
are now able to take 
advantage of the 
improved services on 
offer in the joint office. 

“Our customers can 


sial book, quoting the 
then commanding 
officer. Lieutenant 
Colonel Rupert 
Thomeloe, as saying, 
among other criti¬ 
cisms, that the Welsh 
Guards were not 
being given the right 
equipment. 

Ironically, 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomeloe died on 
July 1 - just four days 
before Dane Elson. 
Both were killed by 
improvised explosive 
devices. 

The Welsh Guards 
are due to return to 
Afghanistan in March 
of this year. 


now come in and dis¬ 
cuss confidential mat¬ 
ters in the new consulta¬ 
tion room. This should 
mean a much better and 
more flexible service for 
local NFU Cymru mem¬ 
bers and insurance cus¬ 
tomers.” 

The new address is 
Unit lA, Morien House, 
Bridgend Business 
Centre, Bridgend Ind 
Est, Bridgend, CF31 
3SH. 

The two previous 
telephone numbers still 
stand. 


TEN-year-old 
Bibiana Viazzani, a 
pupil at St John’s 
School, Porthcawl, 
astounded BBC 
Radio Wales’ pre¬ 
senters Jamie 
Owen and Louise 
Elliott when she 
was invited to sing 
live on their popu¬ 
lar morning show 
last week. 

Bibi was accompa¬ 
nied to the Llandaff stu¬ 
dios by her parents 
Paolo and Nicola and 
voice coach, Louise 
Ryan, former teacher of 
Charlotte Church. 

Bibi gave an astound¬ 
ing performance of 
‘Panus Angelicas’. 

Presenter Louise 
Elliot said that Bibi was 
“totally talented” and 
Jamie Owen observed: 

“I think we’ve heard 
something very special 
today. When Bibi is on 
telly in a few years time, 
we’ll be able to say we 
met her!” 

A spokeswoman 
reports: 

Bibi has overcome 
debilitating dyslexia to 
gain a place in the pres¬ 
tigious Only Kids Aloud 
choir, under the tutelage 
of Only Men Aloud 
founder, Tim Rhys- 
Evans. 

She beat off competi¬ 
tion from nearly 400 
applicants across Wales 
to gain a place alongside 
70 or so other children to 
form the new choir. 


which will give its inau¬ 
gural concert on April 1 
with the world famous 
Mariinsky opera at the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre in Cardiff. 

Performing Mahler’s 
eighth symphony, Bibi 
will be required to sing 
in Latin and German, an 
extraordinary feat for a 
young girl with serious 
reading difficulties. 

Louis Ryan, who 
started teaching Bibi 
when she was only 
seven, testifies to her 
determination and 
extraordinary talent: 
“Bibi is incredibly quick 
to pick a song up. It 
takes her just a week to 
learn a foreign language 
text. 

“I play it for her a few 
times and she picks it up 


this way, as she would 
not cope with reading 
the words. 

“Bibi is the youngest 
student I have trained to 
show such complete 
determination and com¬ 
mitment. I have no 
doubt in my mind that 
she will have success as 
a professional singer in 
the future.” 

Bibi won a scholar¬ 
ship to St John’s school 
due to her outstanding 
talent. Parents Paolo and 
Nicola are thrilled with 
the way she has thrived 
since being there, and 
are thankful for the sup¬ 
port Bibi receives for her 
dyslexia. 

St John’s is the only 
school in south Wales to 
have been awarded the 
coveted CReSTeD 


(Council for the 
Registration of Schools 
Teaching Dyslexic 
Children) accreditation; 
and as well as two 
AMBDA (Associate 
Member of the British 
Dyslexia Association) 
teachers, the school also 
employs two specialist 
dyslexia teachers. 

It is also the only 
school in Wales which 
can boast specialist 
dyslexia support for 
pupils from as young as 
three to 16. 

With an estimated 10 
per cent of the popula¬ 
tion now diagnosed as 
dyslexic (other estimates 
place the figure nearer 
20 per cent) Bibi is not 
alone in battling this 
potentially restricting 
and isolating condition. 


Tories name 
candidates 

PORTHCAWL Conservatives have their candi¬ 
dates for the forthcoming Bridgend County 
Borough Council elections. 

Rosemary Deere goes for a third successive 
victory, having had a 300-vote majority four 
years ago. 

Former police chief, Ken Watts, defends his 
seat in Newton, having polled more than 50 per 
cent of the vote in 2008, while Carolyn Vaughan 
and senior Porthcawl town councillor Chris 
Smart, will attempt to make gains from Liberal 
Democrats in Rest Bay and Nottage respectively. 


New NFU office 
in Bridgend 
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Local charity helps 
Jessica back to work 


A LOCAL woman, 
Jessica Evans (27), 
has managed to 
find employment in 
the Bridgend area, 
thanks to the Shaw 


Trust charity. 

A Shaw Trust spokes¬ 
woman said: “She had 
given up hope of find¬ 
ing a job as she has the 
learning disability 



SPECIAL PROMOTION NIGHT 
Friday 24th February 

'ABBEY ROAD' 

^ Live Tribute Band'^ 
^ to The Beatles uU 

Love Me Do! Please Please Me! 
rH A Hard Day's Niqht! ^ 
'^cket To Ride plus all their 
* ^ biggest hits. ^ ^ 

Doors open 7pm Late Bar 

Tickets only £5 

Voted the UK’s No 1 lookalike 
and soundalike acts 
9th March - Robbie Williams 
23rd March - Peter Kay Tribute 
Tickets from £10 ^ 

SUNDAY CARVERY ^ 

Served 12-4pm ^ 

Choice of 3 meats, homemade roast 
^ potatoes, all fresh vegetables. 

Adults £4.95 Children £2.95 




ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


Telephone 01446 721888 
or 07801 908353 


dyslexia. But now she 
says her life has 
improved ‘100 per cent’ 
since starting work with 
Valleys to Coast 
Housing in Bridgend. 

“She was made 
redundant from her cus¬ 
tomer service role in 
2010 and said her confi¬ 
dence was shattered.” 

Then Jessica’s job 
centre advisor told her 
about Shaw Trust, and 
suggested she join Work 
Choice, the government 
programme aimed at 
helping people with 
learning, mental health 
or physical disabilities 
get back into work. 

Jessica received one- 
to-one support in her 
search for a job, as well 
as training in IT and 
interview skills. She 
completed a placement 
with Shaw Trust’s web 
accessibility team in 
Llandarcy, then a hous¬ 
ing management 
traineeship came up 
with Valleys to Coast. 

Jessica says: “I don’t 
think I could have done 
the interview without 
the support I received 
from Shaw Trust. My 
confidence was raised 
going into that interview 
and the training certain¬ 
ly helped me.” 



Mum and daughter 
in miracle escape as 
car flips over - twice! 


^ THERE but for the 
grace of God ... ’ 
Vicki Swift’s voice 
trails away in aston¬ 
ishment that she 


I REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN n 

of Wales with head A number of people 
injuries. who happened to be at 

She told The GEM: the scene responded 
“Somebody up there was magnificently, and Vicki 
and her daughter definitely looking after and Gabby, who sus- 
Gabby, who attends me!” tained a cut to her hand, 

Cowbridge The drama unfolded at are keen to thank them. 
Comprehensive before 10am on Vicki, a legal secret^ 
- Saturday, February 11. who works in Cardiff, 

“It was at about said: “A woman called 
9.45am and I was taking Mandy contacted the 
my daughter Gabby to emergency services, and 
her friend’s house. two passing cyclists 

“We hit some black ice kicked the windscreen in 
and I tried to correct the and got us out. 
car.” “I can remember hear- 

The Ford Focus struck ing the ‘click-clacking’ 
previously damaged of their shoes as they 
pole on a mini-island and approached the car. 

Vicki (38) who is now flipped over. “Another man in a van 

recovering at her home in “We turned two and a stopped. He was a first 
St Athan, was airlifted to half times, and the car responder and dressed 

my wounds. I’d scalped 
myself! 

“It was as if someone 
had taken a tin-opener to 
my head.” 

Gabby, aged 13, a 
pupil at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
said: “The air ambulance 
arrived very quickly for 
mum - within about 20 
minutes.” 

The helicopter landed 
on the road nearby and 
then airlifted Vicki into 
Cardiff. 

She said: “I want to 
thank the man in the air 
ambulance for all his 
help too. I can still recall 
him smiling at me.” 

Vicki needed 30 
stitches and 30 clips to 


School, survived an 
incident at the 
Pentre Cwrt round¬ 
about in Llantwit 
Major on Saturday 
morning in which 
her car flipped over 
two and a half 
times. 


the University Hospital ended up on its side.” 








ABOVE: 

Vicki and Gabby relaxing at home on 
Monday night and reflecting on how for¬ 
tunate they were to survive the incident. 




ABOVE: The air amubulance leaves 
Llantwit Major with Vicki. 
PHOTOGRAPH by SYLVIA GEARY 


deep cuts in her head. 
She also has two black 
eyes, but thinks she got 
off lightly. 

“The fact that my 
daughter is alright, 
means that I’m alright. 
The fact that we were 
able to walk away from 
the car is a blessing. 

“At the moment I’m 
feeling quite strong, but 
in a couple of days, I’ll 
probably have a sob.” 

Following treatment, 
checks and an overnight 
stay at the University 


Hospital, Vicki was 
allowed to return to her 
home in Eagle Road, St 
Athan, the next day. 

The family are under¬ 
standably having a cou¬ 
ple of quiet days to 
recover. 

Vicki’s mum Norah 
said: “I want to thank 
everybody for saving my 
family. The police said it 
is a miracle they’re alive. 

“We also think we 
ought to let the first 
responder know that 
we’ve got his blanket!” 



room to grow 



George Street Furnishers 

FURNITURE • CARPETS • BEDS • TV & Hi-F, 


NEWPORT 01633 21 42 41 


CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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A TOTAL of £4,000 was donated 
to local good causes by Waitrose 
Barry, at a recent presentation 
evening. 

They had taken part in the 
branch’s ‘Community Matters’ 
initiative between September and 
December 2011. 

Each month, three local causes 
are supported by the branch, 
with £1,000 being shared out 
between them. 

The evening was hosted by 
Adrian Higham and Vicky 
Barree. 

Cheques were presented for the 
following amounts: Penarth 
Gateway Club £400; 11th Barry 
Sea Scouts £340; Sully RFC £260; 


Ascent Climbing Club £210; 
Penarth Hard of Hearing Club 
£490; Act-4-Fun Children’s 
Theatre £300; All Saints Primary 
School Community Garden £490; 
Caerau Dragon Bowmen £200; 

Ty lolo £360; Ty’r Fro £300; Ty 
John Rowley £340. 

The remaining £310 was donat¬ 
ed as gift vouchers to various 
schools and groups for use with 
their Christmas fundraising. 

If any local groups would like to 
be considered for Community 
Matters in the future, nomination 
forms are available from the 
‘Welcome Desk’; or contact the 
Waitrose branch for more infor¬ 
mation. 


ABOVE: 

The local groups who lined up for the Waitrose windfall. 


Fire on board coaster 


BARRY Dock 
Lifeboat, along 
with Portishead 
Lifeboat and SARA 
lifeboats, were 
launched to aid a 
coaster which 
reported an engine 
room fire, but the 


crew put out the 
blaze themselves. 

Spokesman Gerry 
Adams said: “The 
coaster was due to sail 
into Avonmouth and 
had lost all power. 
The Barry Dock 
lifeboat crew stood by 
the stricken coaster 


and was able to coor¬ 
dinate the other res¬ 
cue craft until tugs 
were on scene to tow 
the coaster into the 
Avonmouth dock.” 

There were no 
reported injuries and 
all lifeboats returned 
to their ports. 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE 
CLUB NEWS 

THE latest results from Barrivale Bridge Club 
are as follows 

Tuesday, February 7, session one, mixed 
pairs championship. 

In first place were Irene Thomas and 
Graham Jones with 60.32 per cent. Celia 
Thomas and Huw Thomas were second with 
57.94, and in third were Carol James and Mike 
Close (57.64). 

Celia and Huw won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at 
Barrivale. Telephone 01446 733425 or call at the 
Pioneer Hall, Beryl Road, Barry, on Tuesdays at 
7 pm. 


Like us on Facebook: face- 
book, com/gemnew, or follow 
us on Twitter: @gem_news. 


Audit Report brings cheer to Vale 


I WAS pleased to see 
that the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
has received positive 
results in the Annual 
Improvement Audit. 

The Wales Audit 
Office (WAO) report 
highlights significant 
performance improve¬ 
ments across most key 
service areas within the 
council and confirms 
we have strong corpo¬ 
rate management 
arrangements in place to 
secure continuing 
improvements across a 
range of services. 

Highlights include: 

• The council can 
demonstrate improve¬ 
ment in most key serv¬ 
ice areas. 

• The council has 
good arrangements in 
place for managing its 
resources and driving 


change. 

• The council is 
working effectively 
with partners to 
improve community 
safety and services for 
specific users. 

• The council has 
made good progress in 
delivering improve¬ 
ments in social care. 

• Results in schools 
are good, but there is a 
decline in attendance in 
secondary schools. 

• The council has 
good arrangements in 
place for setting its 
objectives and monitor¬ 
ing delivery of actions 
and is in the early 
stages of improving the 
way in which it evalu¬ 
ates the impact of what 
it is doing. 

• The council is mak¬ 
ing good use of infor¬ 
mation and communica¬ 



The 

Changing 
Face of 
St Clare's 


S T CLARE'S School in Porthcawl 
is planning big changes in 
preparation for their 75th 
anniversary next year. 

Having secured a large investment from 
the SchooTs owners, there are plans in 
progress to significantly improve the 
facilities available as well as the subject 
offering to pupils in all years. 

The first phase of the development is 
due to start this Summer, as builders move 
in to construct a new Dining Hall and 
Home Economics teaching space, as well 
as relocating and improving the Nursery 
facilities. 

Following these first steps, the rest of the 
work will follow in quick succession, 
including introducing a new Arts Centre, 

6th Form block, extended library areas for 
both Senior and Junior pupils and more. 

The School will also be introducing new 
transport routes to and from towns and 
villages in the Vale of Glamorgan, thereby 
easing access to the School for the many 
parents in these areas who are presently 
unable to reach it. 

St Clare's will be holding an Open 
Afternoon on Friday 24th February, from 
1.30pm onwards, for anyone who would like 
to have a look around the magnificent 7 acre 
site, speak to Head Teacher John Aguilar and 
meet the pupils. 



tions technology in the 
provision of services 
and delivering efficien¬ 
cies. 

• The council has 
been praised by the 
Welsh Language Board 
for improvements in its 
services; for achieving 
the majority of the tar¬ 
gets in its Welsh 
Language Scheme. 

The WAO found 
council performance in 
delivering disabled 
facilities grants (DFGs) 
was poor, but also noted 
there had been improve¬ 
ments in recent years. 

The council has pri¬ 
oritised this area of 
work and has already 
reduced delivery times 
significantly and, with 
new initiatives being 
introduced, will contin¬ 
ue this improvement 
next year. 

The delivery of 
DFGs for adults has 
improved over the last 
three quarters of 
2011/12 to approximate¬ 
ly 401 days. 

Last year, the Welsh 
average was approxi¬ 
mately 387 days. The 
council’s current per¬ 
formance is within sight 
of this timescale. To see 
a copy of the report, 
visit 

WWW. wao. gov.uk/home. 
asp. 

‘Ash Path’ 

PLEASING news, too, 
for Dinas Powys resi¬ 
dents who use the ‘Ash 
Path’ over the fields to 
Penarth. At Easter, we 
will be erecting a 1.2ni 
high metal fence along 
the Ash Path route, 
which runs from 



by Coun 

GORDON 

KEMP 

Leader of , 
\ ihe Vale Council^ 

Murch Road in Dinas 
to Sully Road. 

This will protect 
users from livestock in 
the field through which 
the footpath passes. The 
Ash Path is an impor¬ 
tant link for local peo¬ 
ple, especially as it is 
regularly used by school 
children attending St 
Gyres Comprehensive 
School. 

It will also continue 
to be an important link 
when the new Penarth 
Learning Community is 
opened, subject to plan¬ 
ning permission, in 
October 2014. 

Consultation 

BARRY residents will 
be pleased to know we 
will soon be holding a 
public consultation on 
what to do with the 
empty land at 
Cemetery Road. 

Possible options 


include recreational pur¬ 
poses such as a commu¬ 
nity park, a garden, a 
children’s play area or 
allotments, but we are 
looking for public opin¬ 
ion on the most appro¬ 
priate course of action. 

The consultation 
process begins in April, 
and all interested parties 
will have their chance 
to email, write or phone 
us with their opinions 
and recommendations. 

Grant blow 

UNFORTUNATELY, 
it’s not all good news 
for the Vale this 
month. We’ve recently 
received disappointing 
news of a 27 per cent 
reduction (£123,000) in 
the Local Transport 
Services Grant, which 
we fear may impact on 
local transport servic¬ 
es in the Vale. 

The Vale’s cabinet 
member for planning 
and transportation, 

Coun Jeffrey James, has 
written to the Welsh 
Government expressing 
‘very serious concerns’ 
that services may suffer 
or be lost as a result of 
the cutbacks. 

This reduction is 5 
per cent higher than the 
reductions being 
imposed in England and 
Coun James has 
expressed concerns that 
bus providers may be 
put off from tendering 
for routes. 

However, we will be 
discussing with neigh¬ 
bouring authorities 
whether, through joint 
working, we can ensure 
the provision of the best 
possible service. 


^ SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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1 
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Don't mist your last chance to mvc a fortune 
on your new DfS sofa in our bigsest ever 

Winter Sale. 

Rjsht now there^ Massive Savings on a huge choice 
of the latest designs. So don't wait a mcynerit ksnger, 
the OFS Sale must end sooni 
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£599 
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SAVE £599 
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4 years interest free credit 
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or p>ay nothins until January 
2013 then take 3 years 
Interest free credit 
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Glamorgan Vale Recall Pant, CF72 8RP 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by theirfamilies 

The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature 



Fitzgerald 

Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowhridge, Vale ^ Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 



Pleased to 
assist Marie Curie 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 


SAM SMITH TRAVEL 


ABT)^ 

1^8930 


55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 _ 


Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@ samsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREE Y BARRI 



Councillor 

BRONWEN 

BROOKS 

and members of 
the Town Council 


zvisft the ^ajfodiC 
Campaign every sue- 


COUNCILLOR 
JOHN CLIFFORD 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y CYNGHORYDD 
JOHN CLIFFORD 

Pel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


Senedd hosts launch 
of 2012 Marie Curie 
Great Daffodil Appeal 



ON February 7, the 
Vale AM and 
Finance Minister, 
Jane Hutt, joined 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care staff and nurs¬ 
es at the Senedd - to 
launch the charity’s 
Great Daffodil 
Appeal. 

The appeal is Marie 
Curie’s biggest 
fundraising campaign 
and asks people all 
over the UK to wear a 
daffodil pin in support 
of Marie Curie Nurses, 
in return for a dona¬ 
tion. 

Marie Curie Cancer 
Care’s director of poli¬ 
cy and public affa, 
said: “Most of us, if 
we were dying, would 
want to be cared for at 
home, close to family 
and friends, as well as 
the things we love. 

“Research shows 
that 67 per cent of peo¬ 
ple in Wales would 
choose to die in their 
own home if they were 
terminally ill - yet the 
majority of people in 
Wales still die in hos- 


Halls 

Memorials 

Monumental 
Sculptors 

Free ( 
brochures 
& quotations 

The Old Coal Yard, 
Gaen Street 
BARRY, CF62 6JZ 
01446 410310 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


ABOVE: 

Vale AM Jane Hutt, Jan Stuart, a nurse based at Marie Curies 
Penarth Hospice, and Gareth Williams, the chair of Marie Curie 
advisory board in Wales. 

pital; where they say 
they least want to be. 

“Marie Curie Cancer 
Care is working to 
ensure more people are 
able to spend their 
final days in a place of 
their choice. 

“By supporting our 
Great Daffodil Appeal, 
you are helping to 
raise vital funds which 
allow Marie Curie 
nurses to provide more 
free care to people 
with terminal cancer 
and other illnesses in 
their own homes or in 
one of the charity’s 
hospices.” 

To find out how you 
can get involved in the 
Great Daffodil Appeal, 
please visit 

www.mariecurie.org.uk 
/daffodil or call 0845 
601 3107. 


Marie Curie Cancer 
Care Devoted to Life 

I enclose a donation payable to 

Marie Curie Cancer Care of: 

£25 £15 £10 

Other £. 

To make a credit card donation 

please call 029 20426068 

I am interested in doing some vol¬ 
untary work such as in a shop 
or fundraising. 

Name. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Telephone. 

Please return this form to: 

Georgina Burke, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR 


Proudly supporting 
MARIE CURIE 
‘ ylL CANCER CARE 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 


Wishes the Daffodil 

Appeal every success 

\_ y 

33 Clearwater Way, Lakeside, Cardiff 


WWW. my loco I fu nera Id i rector, co.uk 



18 holes £9.00 
Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 


a.sy lo find ■ off A48, 
isite Bridgend Ford / 


Tel. 029 2075 4388 , 

'v ___^_ y 

MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

AH cats have been 
neutered <S microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 131821 



All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

wvyrw.maesteganimalrescue.co.ulc 


Thanking everyone for their continued support 


Marie Curie’s 
care in the 
community 


The Daffodil Appeal is 
an annual appeal and 
over the next few 
weeks, people in 
Wales will see volun¬ 
teers out and about, 
asking people to wear 
a daffodil and make a 
donation. 

One of Marie Curie’s 
main aims it to provide 
people with the opportu¬ 
nity to die at home, if 
that is their wish. 

Research shows that 
most people would like 
to do that, but more than 
50 per cent of cancer 
deaths still occur in hos¬ 
pital. the place people 
say they would least like 
to be. 

Since 2004 Marie 
Curie Cancer Care has 
been campaigning for 
more patients to be able 
to die in their place of 
choice and last year the 
charity made this possi¬ 
ble for more than 31,000 
people. 

Eileen Mills, is one of 
the charity’s nursing 
ambassadors, and 
explained why home 
support is so crucial. 

She said: “I see at first 
hand what it means for 
patients to have the 
choice of where to spend 
their final days, sur¬ 


rounded by family and 
friends, which is why the 
appeal is so important. 

“I am able to make 
my patient my one and 
only priority. 

“It’s wonderful to 
know I can offer them 
quality, personalised care 
without any interrup¬ 
tions.” 

Marie Curie supporter, 
Edwina Gudgeon said: “I 
wear my daffodil with 
pride every year, as a 
reminder of the wonder¬ 
ful support the Marie 
Curie nurses gave to my 
family. 

“We relied on the sup¬ 
port of their nurses to 
look after my younger 
sister at home before she 
died, and I will always 
be grateful for the care 
the whole family 
received.” 

Daffodil pins can be 
picked up from local 
stores, Marie Curie vol¬ 
unteer collectors, Marie 
Curie Shops and the via 
the charity’s hyperlink 
www.mariecurie .org .uk/d 
affodir'website; or call 
0845 601 3107. 

To get help from the 
Marie Curie Nursing 
Service, talk to your GP, 
district nurse or dis¬ 
charge nurse. 


Hair business 
with unique twist 


I NSPIRATIONS, a business with a 
unique twist, was set up in Pencoed 
by Heather Drake, a well-established 
hair designer, with more than 22 years’ 
experience in the industry. 

Eor years, she has specialised in designing wigs 
and hair pieces for people with medical conditions 
that result in hair loss. 

Her warm, friendly approach has been embraced 
within the community, and her enthusiasm shows 
through her work. Specialised items include lace 
enhancers (made on the premises) integrations and 
organic hair colouring. 

Customer Andrea says: “I lost my hair recently 
to chemotherapy, something I found very traumatic. 
Initially, I bought a wig elsewhere, but was never 
impressed with it. 

“As a result, I approached Heather and I immedi¬ 
ately felt relaxed in her company. She patiently 
helped me to select a wig and cut it to style. 

Heather provides an all-round service in a private 
and discreet environment. 

“I feel grateful to her for turning a potentially 
very traumatic experience into a positive one.” 

Contact Heather on 01656 859528, or call into 
the salon at 6a Pen-y-Bont Road, Pencoed, CF35 
5RA. 
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CLOSING DOWN FOREVER 

GRAND SALE! 


£475,000 FURNITURE FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL! 

Now. wc Kanc wikcn \hc decision in close down the store nod eoiKcntratc on our other business imca*^s Wc must clear the entire 
stos'k wiilKHii delay and so will hoU the greatest furniture sale ever seen in the area. TIk* showrooms art presentlv cloved to reduce prices 
and prepare fof the buiKli of our i475.(>mi CLOSING DOWN FOKLVLR, GRAND PI BLIC SALE! 

Wc muit urgently sell oB all our funiiturc accessuxici including: Solas cKiirv, reclincni. diiung sets, wall uniK sidehoards. rohes. beds. 
hedthimcN. nutlresses, dressing tables, chests, collcc Ubles. Nxikcases, desks, pictures, mimirv lamps. Hooring, rugs, candles, ornaments, etc.. 

Absolutcfs F.sffy thing Must Be Sidd Out a.s.a.p! 

r\ rR> siN(;i.E pric f will hi dr astk aha Rnn cH)! this is our ni(;f;rsTSALL i:\ lr: 

ALL omos WILL BE CLL ARLY MARKED FOR SALE ON A FIRST CLAIM BASIS EA ERATHlNfi INCLUDING NEW 
FACTORY ORDERS W ILL BE AVAILABLE TO YOU W LFH BKKiFR SAVINCpS THAN EVER IN OUR HISTORY! 


MASSIVE PUBLIC SALE THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY! 


F 





illl 


i 



JUST A SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE ... 



Beaufort 

5 Seater Comer Group 
with Electric End Recliner 
in Finest Quality Leather 

Was £3649 

Savoy 

King Size 4 Poster Bed 
Frame in Dark Satin 
Lacquer Finish 

Was £999 

Cotswold 

2 Door 4 Drawer Sideboard 
in Cream Painted Finish 
with Solid Oak Top 

Was £819 

Granary 

Extending Table & 

6 Chairs in Rustic Finish 
Acacia Wood 

Was £1269 

Relaxateeze 

Bravo 

Recliner Armchair in 
Leather Look Finish 

Was £499 

Christian Harold 

Glazed Display Cabinet 
with Down Lights in Solid 
Oiled Oak 

Was £1220 

1 NOW £1499 1 

1 NOW £249 1 

1 NOW £299 1 

1 NOW £749 1 

1 NOW £199 1 

1 NOW £499 1 

Maggie 

3ft Girk Bed Frame in 
Painted Metal with Floral 
Motifs 

Was £99 

Kingston 

3 and 2 Seater Sofas with 
Zip Cushions in Hard 
Wearing Fabric 

Was £1485 

Blubone 

‘Provence’ 

Narrow 2 Door Hall 
Sideboard in Painted Finish 

Was £449 

Breasley 

‘MIRAGE’ King Size 1000 
Spring Pocket Memory 
Mattress 

Was £499 

Classic 

6ft Beech Dining Table 
with 6 Leather Roll Back 
Chairs 

Was £1813 

Welland 

Large Double Pedestal 
Dressing Table in Satin 
Antique Lacquer Pine 

Was £535 

1 NOW£49 1 

1 NOW £799 1 

1 NOW £199 1 

1 NOW £199 1 

1 NOW £799 1 

1 NOW £299 1 

Boca 

Contemporary Style 2 
Seater Sofa in Bonded 
Leather 

Was £599 

■iiriianrarraM 

Montana 

Designer Easy Chair 
Upholstered In Genuine 
Cow Hide 

Was £1350 

Brooklyn 

Single Door Wardrobe 
with Deep Drawer in 
Solid Oiled Oak. 

Was £775 

Regatta 

Traditional Style 3x2 
Coffee Table in 

Solid Walnut 

Was £599 

PLUS: 

All Pictures, Mirrors, 
Rugs, Lamps, 
Ornaments, Accessories 
and Objets D’Art 

1 NOW £249 1 

^OW£79^ 

1 NOW £499 1 

1 NOW £399 1 

1 NOW £99 1 

1 All priced to sell! | 


Chicos 

Lifestyle Furniture 


SyKClAl.l VIM HOI KS 

Friday February I7th....ll) - 6 
Saturday February IHlh„10-6 
Sundav Februar> Oth ....II • 4 


Free Parking on »ile 

Hie Old Warehouse, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff. CF11 8TT 
Telephone: 029 2038 3865 


.Ul uncTN )>uHcvl Ui asaikahiilN. I! a. OF. 
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MAKING LIFE EASIER. 


Feeling ‘time poor’ in these cash-strapped 
days? - let the local experts help you out 


^be/td/S' 

Id/U/vs'bfpf 

Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 

and well balanced meals ....a home from hone 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 



sv'A'w.ahtliH.co Ilk 


•Orw Stop Stiop 
• Sbcks lo 
Scootort 
•RMKh«rs lo 

•Whoolchair Hlr« 
•B«tl«rics A 

Sofvlclr^ 

CeotMl 4 PwMiy fw 

2^1 ! Wki i cwNtidpc 

Harry < .vmcn. < jrckff 

((It44«»7333l« («2r) I#6*727I 


College Fields: Your difficulty is 
offering loving 
care in splendid 
surroundings 


H 


C OLLEGE FIELDS Nursing Home 
in Barry is an impressive building 
with an elegant Edwardian facade 
that has much in common with fine 
country houses. 

The building, listed by the Secretary of State for 
Wales as one of special historical architectural 
interest, enjoys magnificent views over the Bristol 
Channel and Somerset Coast. 

Residents at College Fields Nursing Home enjoy 
their home comforts in a warm, spacious delightful 
environment, with lots of companionship. 


angelsV 


Handpicked 
Professional 

care Carers 

•Accurate assessments with no hidden eosts 
• Preparation/eooking of meals 
• 24 hour care • Domestic duties • Hospital after care 
All in the comfort of your own home 
By just ‘being there’ we can enable family 
memtes to ‘take time out’. 

All uniformed earers are fully trained and carry ID cards. 
TENDERNESS AND DIGNITY ASSURED 
Telephone Rhiannon on 01446 760010. 
The Ola Statiorr Cowbridge Road, St Nicholas CF5 6SH 

Holiday care available 
www.AngelsCareServices.co.uk 


K9 Leaders 

Dog Training and Behavioural Services 
www.k91eaders.com 


• Aggression 
• Destructive behaviour 

• Separation anxiety 

• Lead pulling 

• Excessive barking 

Also offering: 

' Puppy/Obedience training 
...and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver nathan@k91eaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 


Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


our concern 

AVE you noticed that the older we 
get, the harder simple tasks 
become? 

Jars seem tighter; when we come to put our 
socks on our feet, our feet seem to be further out of 
reach; a stroll to the shops becomes a major out¬ 
ing... 

There are many items now available to help with 
these and other tasks, and they may be just the 
thing to help you with your specific difficulty. 

If you would like to pop into our Ability Living 
and Mobility shop in Barry, you will find a friendly 
face to discuss your needs. 

If we don’t have the right gadget in stock, we 
may well find something in our suppliers’ catalogue 
that we can order for you. 

We look forward to seeing you! 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments avaiiabie at both offices 

^el (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Legal services 
help you plan 

H ave you considered planning for 
your future? Are you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these objectives with our wide range 
of legal services, tailored for clients to enjoy their 
later life. 

We specialise in ‘Lasting Powers of Attorney’ for 
financial matters and personal welfare, and we have 
a specialist mental health department, so we are 
able to advise patients, both in the community and 
in hospital, about their legal rights. 

If you have concerns about the validity of your 
will, or questions about your property title deeds 
that you need answered, we can complete a review 
for you and put your mind at rest. 

Enjoying your retirement is simpler than you 
think - contact us today on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 653122 (Bridgend). 


B ack in the 
good old 
days before 
the hanking 
crash, there was 
a popular saying 
that went 7’m 
cash rich - but time 
poor\ 

Well, it turned out 
that the property 
boom was all a big 
bubble and ordinary 
folk have watched the 
politicians and 
bankers play the 
blame game for sev¬ 
eral years now. 

The only certainty 
is that there are not so 
many people claiming 
to be cash rich now! 

However, there are 
even more of us now 
who are definitely 
‘time poor’. 

It seems that many 
people are working 
longer hours - and 
then there are so 
many routine things 
that need attention 
when you do make it 
home. 

Even when you 
find some free time. 


HEBRON HALL 
CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

Long & short stays 
Reasonable charges 

Applications accepted. 

Homely Christian 
atmosphere. 


you may lack the 
expertise or the confi¬ 
dence to tackle these 
difficult tasks. 

That is why so 
many of the local 
businesses that offer 
their goods and serv¬ 
ices in The GEM can 


really make a differ¬ 
ence to anyone in the 
grip of ‘time poverty’. 

After all, there is a 
great deal to be said 
for devoting your 
own time to the 
things that you are 
good at - rather than 


increasing your stress 
levels by tackling 
something that has 
hidden pitfalls that 
you only discover 
through bitter experi- 

^^(CONTINUED ON 
FACING PAGE). 



V iaki *. 


This year give a child a new start 

Children and young people in your area need foster homes 

Could you give children and young people the care and support they need to 
thrive, no matter what their background? If you can offer a safe and caring 
home, we’ll give you excellent training, competitive fees and all the support 
you need, for as long as you need it. If you have experience of caring for 
vulnerable young people, a spare room, and you’re up for the challenges 
and rewards of transforming a child’s life, we want to hear from you now. 

Do something life changing 0^333 270 422 or visit 

PQg^0|« www.actionforchildren.org.uk/fostering 

Registered charity nos. 1097940/SC038092/company no. 4764232 Produced by Action for Chiidren 11/2010.10/11 0274 



We doiTt cut corners - we clean them! 

^ Regular Domestic Cleaning 
^ One-Off Cleans 
^ After Party Cleaning 
^ Full or Part Clean 
^ Internal Window Cleaning 

Insured, Guaranteed, Risk Free! 

Contact Angela on 01446 406459 
or Mobile 07769 155273 




shop online or phone for an appointment 




our reconditioned 
now with 


Unit 12, Crawford Street, Newport 
Email: info® .co.uk www..co.uk 


PASSMORES 


MAKE AN 
LPA NOW 

- Can you afford not to? 


Can you imagine a situation where you or a 
member of your family is no longer able to 
make decisions? Frightening isn’t it? 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document, that enables one person to make 
decisions on behalf of another. 

Carli Evans, a member of Solicitors for 
the Elderly is inviting you to attend a no 
obligation appointment to find out more. 

For more information please call: 

Carli Evans on 01446 721000 

or by email ce@passmores.com. 


FUR THE ELDERLTJ 


21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 
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Affordable benefits advice & tribunal 
representation. Disability, Sickness etc 

FIRST INTERVIEW FREE 
(20 minutes) 

Home visits - 12 years experience 


SOUTH WALES 
BENEFITS SERVICE 

7 Llantrisant Road, Pontyclun CF72 9DP 

Tel: GLENN on 01443 524683 
www.southwalesdisabilitymatters.co.uk 
emaii: swbs7@hotmaii.co.uk 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 


Full Indeuendence Ltd 

Easy Bathing Speciaiists 
Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

• Scooters • Stairlifts 

• Recliner Chairs & Walkers 

• Bathlifts • Lifting Aids etc 
Plus: 

• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose,VoG, CF62 3EA 



SALE NOW ON 


Vic Hopkins 
comes up with 
an offer you 
can’t refuse! 


I F you are lucky enough to have 

retired, or know anyone who qualifies 
as an OAP, then send them down to 
Vic Hopkins Butchers in High Street 
every Monday! 

We are reintroducing our 10 per cent OAP dis¬ 
count. No points to collect or cards to swipe, just 
10 per cent off - no fuss, simple. 

We now sell our own ready meals, homemade 
cottage pies or faggots, peas and gravy. Perfect for 
one - “Real food with real ingredients.” 

We are also in the process of building up a free 
delivery service throughout the Vale; so next time 
you call in, ask for details! 

If you are on Facebook, you can check out our 
page, become a fan, and we’ll keep you updated on 
any offers: http://www.facebook.com/home 





«v 


93 HIGH STREET, BARRY, 
VALE OF GLAM CF62 7DY. 

Tel: 01446 735265 


10% OAP Discount 

every Monday (no minimum spend) 

Terms and conditions apply. 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


so MANY WAVS TO TAKE 
THE STRESS OUT OF LIFE 


NOWADAYS, busi¬ 
nesses have to be, as 
the saying goes, 
‘customer focused’ 
and if that means 
bringing goods or 
services to your 
door - then 
switched-on traders 
will do just that. 

Another retail buzz 
phrase is 'value added’ 
- where the trader takes 
a basic product and 
adds something extra to 
make things easier for 


his customer. 

That can cover any¬ 
thing from a ready¬ 
made meal to personal 
services - whether that 
be offering help with 
transport when your car 
is being serviced, or 
home visits that offer a 
customer the chance to 
view products in the 
comfort of their own 
home. 

The accent in these 
cash-strapped times is 
on customer service - 
in all areas. 

Once upon a time. 


cleaning 

Treat yourself 

Sparkling clean oven 



02920 291770 or 08456449312 

www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 


there was a ‘war ger, so Avis adopted the 
between the two big car slogan ‘We Try 
h ir e companies in the Harder’. 

USA-Hertz and Avis. These days, every- 

Hertz was the big- one has to try harder! 

PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and busi¬ 
ness clients. For new computers, laptops, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, internet 
problems, come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually within a day of your caU. 

If you buy a new PC or laptop, data transfer, delivery 
and set up in your home or office is included in the price. 

So whatever you need for your computer, try: 

PCojMind, Llantwit Major 01446 796171 
or Pencoed 01656 860773. 



New Systems from £450 
Laptops from £399 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs and laptops also available 

01446 796171 

01656 860773 v\^v\A/v.pcofmind 




THE YEAR OF 2012 HAS ARRIVED 
SO HAS 2012 FLOORING! 

WEEKEND AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE TO SUIT YOU! 

The flooring company that comes to you with all the samples 
Freephone: 0800 610 2012 Mobile: 0788 301 2080 


10% OFF 
ALL FLOORING 

And 

NO CREDIT CARD CHARGES 

Please present voucher 


Let’s be HONEST! 

DO YOU REALLY WANT TO GO 
OUT IN THIS WEATHER? 

With 2012 Flooring you don’t have to! 

For the floor you want in your home, pick up the phone 

Freephone 0800 610 2012 Mobile 0788 301 2080 

YOU tell us what you’re looking for and WE can recommend you best 
options according to your budget, style and practical requirements. 

See the colour shades in your home, next to your existing furnishings. 

We know your time is precious, so let us do the leg workand come to your 
home. No pressure selling, no obligation, just a friendly family service. 

You can even book your own appointment online at 

www^m 9flooring.com 

“When we started 2012 Flooring we wanted to be dif¬ 
ferent and stand out from our competitors for all the 
right reasons and we believe we have achieved that. 

We wanted to create a nicer, easier and straightforward 
way to buy flooring with a professional fitting service.” 

We were the first to offer 

FREE INSTALLATiaN 
FREE MEASURING SERVICE 
FREE DELIVERY 

FREE Ta MOVE YOUR FURNITURE 
FREE UPLIFT YOUR OLD FLOORING 
FREE TO USE YOUR CREDIT CARD 


www.2012flooring.conn 


FREE Installation & Delivery 
FREE Measuring Service 

u 

WIDE 
RANGE OF 
VINYL ! 

from “ 

£9.99 sq/m i 
Installed & i 
Delivered P 

- er 

1 at jy ** 

tL 


Quickstep 
Rustic Look 

from 

£24.99 sq/m 
MOST 
POPULAR 
LAMINATE 


facebook 


VISA B €9 H 



New Trend 
for 2012 
Stripes 
with Plain 
Carpets 
start from 
£7.99 sq/m 
INSTALLED & 
DELIVERED 



OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE: 
SELF LEVELLING • SKIRTING BOARDS 
DOOR CUTTING - DESIGN FLOORS 
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allan brown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

Decorating • Gardening • Fencing/Decking 
Plumhinq • Tiling • UPVC Repairs 
Laminate Rooring • House Clearance 


01446 793080 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 


CLEAVER 

WINDOW CLEANING 

covering South Wales 
Traditional Methods 
Regular & Reliable Service 
Reasonable Rates 
Free Quotes 

07764 323245 


prtan 

Independent Family Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24 Hour Service. 
Incorporating David Wilde Mawdlam, 
North Comelly. 

Established over 100 years. 
Specialist Golden Charter 
Prepaid Funeral Plans (SA.LE Associated) 

20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 

Tel: 01656 668967 Or Mobile: 07768 717721 



State of the art 
personal service 

A S a family business for more than 
35 years, at Scott Wroe Hearing 
we pride ourselves on offering a 
personal service to our clients. 

At our hearing centre in Penarth, we have state 
of the art testing and fitting facilities, offer inde¬ 
pendent advice on all the latest hearing aids and 
(importantly) we take the time to work with you to 
solve the particular difficulties you are having with 
your hearing. 

Due to the standards and dedication of our prac¬ 
tice, we have recently received recognition by 
becoming a Phonak Approved partner, and also the 
first centre in the UK to become a Widex Approved 
Centre. 

So if you are finding it a little hard to hear things 
nowadays, why not come and find out how we can 
help? 



Difficulty Hearing? 

A A W *** 


At Scott Wroe Hearing you will 
find independent advice on the 
most suitable hearing aid for your 
specific needs. From basic models 
to the world’s most advanced, Sue 
and Scott Wroe will provide a 
friendly and professional approach 
to your hearing difficulties. 


• All hearing aids come with a 30-day free trial 

• Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

• Stockist of the world’s finest hearing aids 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 


For more information or to arrange 
an appointment, please telephone 

02920 707760 

Scott Wroe Hearing Centre, 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITETHE SHOP) 



Scott Wr ue 

HeorJoj ientrt 


Volunteer group aims to 
befriend those in need 


DINAS Powys Voluntary Concern 
(DPVC), a charity that provides help for 
local people, has embarked on a new 
‘befriending’ project in association with 
The Big Lottery and with The Vale 
Centre for Voluntary Services. 

Both men and women often find it difficult to 
readjust after losing, or becoming separated from, 
family or friends. 

One of the aims of the project is to help reduce 
feelings of loss and isolation by developing a social 
network within the community. 

Angela Campbell, who lives locally, has been 
appointed as the DPVC befriending coordinator 


and will be working with the existing team to 
develop and expand the support already offered by 
DPVC. 

Her specific role will be to meet and support new 
and existing volunteers, to provide training for 
them as necessary, and to be a link between these 
volunteers, those they support, and the local com¬ 
munity. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
with the DPVC befriending project, or if you live in 
the Dinas Powys area and you, or someone you 
know, would like more information, contact Dinas 
Powys Voluntary Concern on 029 2051 3700 or 
email: dpvc@btinternet.com. 

CF 


HAIR BY CLARE 

EXPERIENCED NOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

SETTING, 

BLOW DRYING, 

PERMING ETC. 

AM done in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Reasonable rates, friendly service. v 

(Bridgend and surrounding areas) 

pysii igasio OR oicw 



Dahlian Kirby Counsellor 

Dip. in Therapeutic Counseiiing (CPCAB) 

Member of BACP, M.A-Ethics, PhD 

Why worry unnecessarily? 

Your solution could be a phone call away. 

R (For young people & adults) 

# • Anxiety and Stress • Bereavement 
Hp • Self-esteem • Depression • Life choices 
1^^ • Relationship Problems • Work Issues^^ 


Appointments: Llantwit Major, 
Cowbridge, Bridgend and Cardiff 
- available day, evening and Saturdays 
07516 218348 

info@dahliankirby.com 

www.dahMankirby.com 


Brian fittloy 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
RHOOSE 
01446 711817 
07985 663798 


Resource service 
helps people 
maintain their 
independence 
in their home 

R egaining and maintaining your 
independence after a period of ill 
health, injury, or as a result of a long 
term chronic condition, can be difficult to 
manage. 

As part of ongoing service improvements, the 
Vale Council and Cardiff and Vale University 
Health Board are working together to provide a 
new Vale Community Resource Service (VCRS). 
How can the VCRS Team help? 

They provide the right amount of rehabilitation 
and care, which is tailored to a person’s unique 
needs, to give the best chance of achieving as much 
independence as possible. 

This support can be provided at home from a 
wide range of health and social care professions, 
including dietetics, occupational therapy and phys¬ 
iotherapy, podiatry, speech and language therapy, 
with proven success rates for independence. 

Referrals to the service are made by both health 
and social care staff and we will work with people 
who have the potential for rehabilitation and are 
motivated to work with our team of experienced 
staff. 

This new service has not only resulted in 
improved benefits for Vale residents who use the 
service but ensures that the work of health and 
social care is more integrated, avoids duplication 
and makes the most of valuable resources and 
experience. 

If you think you or someone you know could be 
helped by the Vale Community Resource Service, 
you can contact a member of the Health or Social 
Care staff who will be able to give you more infor¬ 
mation. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


WHAT’ S ON AND WHERE 


Antique night 

THE Porthcawl San Sebastien Twinning 
Association will hold an antique night at the 
General Picton, New Road, Porthcawl, at Vpm 
on Friday, February 17. Tickets, £7 each 
including meal and free raffle. 

Owls 4 U 

OWLS 4 U will be appearing at Cosmeston at 
their Bat and Bird box event on Saturday, 
February 18, from 10.30am-lpm, and at Style 
Garden Centre, Wenvoe, on Sunday, February 
19,10.30am^.30pm. Come and meet the owls! 

Penarth concert 

A CLASSICAL concert and film night will be 
held on February 18 at The Paget Rooms, 
Penarth at 8pm. 

Ivan Ilic, a Serbian/French professional pianist is 
currently on tour promoting his latest CD of 
Chopin/Godowsky etudes arranged for the left 
hand! 

He also stars in a short film which has been 
entered into the Cannes Film Festival and this will 
be shown during the evening. 

Contact Naomi Roberts on www.cafeintemation- 
al.org.uk 

Age Concern advice 

AGE CONCERN Barry is holding a series of 
topics of interest on health at the Senior Health 
Shop, 38 Holton Road, Barry. Passmores of 
Barry will be available on Tuesday, February 
21, lOam-12 noon, to give advice on will writing. 
Further information on 01446 732385. 

Charity coffee 

THE Vale Mayor will hold a charity coffee 
morning at the Corporate Suite, Civic Office, 
Holton Road, Barry, on February 21, 
10.30am-12 noon. All proceeds will go to 
Arthritis Research UK. 

Flower demo 

ON February 22, Penarth Flower Arrangement 
Club will hold a demonstration evening at 
7.30pm. 

Rob Willis, from Risca, will give the demonstra¬ 
tion at the Masonic Hall, Stanwell Road, Penarth. 

Contact Ann Dobbins on 02920 703605 for 
details. 

Gardening meeting 

SULLY and District Gardening Society will be 
holding its first meeting of 2012 at The Old 
School, Sully, on Wednesday, February 22, 
starting at 7.30pm. The meeting will feature 
guest speaker Terry Walton - well known for his 
Radio 2, Radio Wales and TV appearances. 

Admission will be free to society members, £3 
to non members. Society membership will be avail¬ 
able at the door. 

Hockney trip 

ON Thursday, February 23, Cowbridge Art 
Society has a day trip to the Royal Academy to 
see the David Hockney exhibition ‘A Bigger 
Picture’. 

The practical monoprinting session with Sue 
Edwards for that evening has, therefore, been post¬ 
poned. 

For further details of the society programme and 
activities, see www.cowbridgeartsociety.com 


RNLIAGM 

THE annual general meeting of the fundraising 
branch of the RNLI at Penarth Yacht Club on 
Wednesday, March 14, at 2.30pm, is open to the 
public and all are invited to attend. 

Ladies bowls 

LLANTWIT MAJOR ladies bowls club is hold¬ 
ing its pre-season meeting on Monday, February 
27, in the pavilion at Ham. 

New members will be most welcome. Contact 
secretary Pat Cook on 01446 793815 for informa¬ 
tion or enquiries. 

Eisteddfod fundraiser 

A ST DAVID’S Day dinner will be held in aid of 
the National Eisteddfod on Thursday, March 1, 
at The Blue Anchor, Aberthaw, at 7.30pm. 

For details, contact Jackie Lougher on 07701 
064707 or merrytop@hotmail.com or Shame 
Williams on 01446 751073. 

Tax help for elderly 

TAX Help for Older People will hold a free advice 
session on income tax at Old Hall, Cowbridge, on 
March 1. 

To book an appointment or to access the 
helpline telephone 0845 3321 or 01308 488066. 

Players’ rehearsal 

THE Dinas Powys Players have chosen Good 
Things by Liz Lochhead as their next presenta¬ 
tion at the Parish Hall on April 19, 20, 21. 

The three-act play is described as funny yet 
poignant and is a touching drama which follows 
the ‘ups and downs’ of love and life of the charity 
shop volunteers. 

Rehearsals are well in hand, with an experienced 
cast under Hilary Morgan, who is directing for the 
group for the first time. 

For tickets, telephone 02920 512868 or 02920 
512945. 

Summer school 

DO you remember, or were you involved, in the 
summer arts school that took place in Barry 
during the 1960s-70s? 

The Vale Council’s arts development officer is 
working with the community to re-create a project 
about the Barry Summer Arts School. 

The project involves a partnership between the 
National Eisteddfod of Wales and the Eisteddfod 
voluntary visual arts group and is supported by the 
Arts Council of Wales and the Vale Council. 

The main event will take place during July and 
August and will feature an arts exhibition at Art 
Central gallery in Barry Town Hall, linked with the 
National Eisteddfod at Llandow. 

Residents and visitors will be able to take part in 
a range of multi-arts workshops in Welsh and 
English, including a mixture of visual, performing 
arts and literature workshops. 

The summer school, led by founders Lesley 
Moore, artist and vice-principal and Wyndham 
Heycock, co-director between 1962-1973 and pio¬ 
neered new approaches to art and education. 

For more information, contact Tracey Harding, 
arts development officer on 01446 709805, tchard- 
ing@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or Heledd Griffiths, 
Art Central gallery assistant on 01446 440428, 
hmgriffiths @ valeofglamorgan.gov. uk. 


CONFIRMATION OF BYELAWS 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
AND MUSEUMS ACT1964 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 


NOTICE is hereby given that the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council intend, after expiry of the one calendar 
month from the publication date of this notice to 
apply to the Welsh Government for confirmation of 
Byelaws made by the Council under section 19 of the 
Public Libraries and Museums Act 1964. 


Copies of the Byelaws will be kept at the office of the 
Council at Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 
4RU, and will be open to inspection without payment 
on any weekday during usual office hours for one 
calendar month from and after the date of publication 
of this notice. Copies of the Byelaws will also be 
supplied on receipt of an application accompanied by 
a fee of £2.00 for each copy. 


Any objection to the confirmation of these Byelaws 
may be made by letter addressed to Alyson Tyler, 
Library Development Adviser, CYMAL, Welsh 
Government, Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn Fawr, 
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, SY23 3UR within one 
calendar month from the publication date of this 
notice. 


PH. Evans, Director of Legal, Public 
Protection and Housing Services 

Dated the 16th February, 2012 



CADARNHAU IS-DDEDDFAU 


DEDDF LLYFRGELLOEDD 
CYHOEDDUS AC 
AMGUEDDFEYDD1964 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


HYSBYSIR tnvy hyn y bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
ymhen mis calendr ar 6I dyddiad yr hysbysiad hwn, 
yn gwneud cais i Lywodraeth Cymru am gadarnhau’r 
Is-ddeddfau a wnaeth y Cyngor o dan adran 19 
Deddf Llyfrgelloedd Cyhoeddus ac Amgueddfeydd 
1964. 


Bydd copiau o’r Is-ddeddfau’n cael eu cadw yn 
Swyddfeydd Dinesig y Cyngor, Heol Holton, Y Barri 
CF63 4RLI, ac ar gael i’w harchwilio’n rhad ac am 
ddim ar unrhyw ddiwrnod yn ystod yr wythnos am fis 
calendr ar 61 dyddiad cyhoeddi’r hysbysiad hwn. 
Cewch gopiau o’r Is-ddeddfau hetyd drwy anfon cais 
a £2.00 o dal am bob copi. 

Gellwch wrthwynebu cadarnhau’r Is-ddeddfau hyn 
dnvy anfon Ilythyr at Alyson Tyler, Ymgynghorydd 
Datblygu Llyfrgelloedd, CYMAL, Llywodraeth Cymru, 
Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion, SY23 3UR cyn pen mis calendr ar 61 
dyddiad cyhoeddi’r hysbysiad hwn. 


PH. Evans, 

Cyfanvyddwr Gwasanaethau Cyfreithiol, 
Amddiffyn y Cyhoedd a Thai 
Dyddiedig Dyffiedig 16 Chwefror 2012 



STAR ROBIN SKATES IN TO 
MEET HOSPICE CHILDREN 


CHILDREN and staff at Ty Hafan wel¬ 
comed Olympic skater Robin Cousins 
MBE to the hospice after his show, 
Tropicana, opened at the Motorpoint 
Arena last week. 

The family hospice for young lives at Sully has 
been the Holiday on Ice nominated charity for the 
past 19 years and benefits from the gala night. 
During the performance, Frank Ady from Ty Hafan, 
was on hand to receive a cheque for £1,000. 

The star visited Ty Hafan to meet some of the 
children and staff and commented: “This was a fan¬ 
tastic opportunity to visit Ty Hafan and to see how 
the money raised is used to directly benefit the 
families. 

“It’s good to know the money raised through 
Holiday on Ice is helping to give them real support 
and making a big difference to their lives.” 

For more information about Ty Hafan, visit 
WWW. tyhafan.org 



Star Robin Cousins with a fan 
at the Ty Hafan hospice. 


Ancient mariners swap sea 
tales at the town yacht club! 



THREE of Barry’s 
ancient mariners 
shared their experi¬ 
ence of over 180 years 
of sailing at Barry 
Yacht Club last week. 

More than 50 people 
attended the latest of the 
yacht club’s winter talks, 
where three of the club’s 
vice presidents and for¬ 
mer Commodores, Brian 
Dotchon, Roger Donkin, 
and Michael Righton, 
shared their memories of 
the club’s history - along 
with their own epic mar¬ 
itime tales of sailing in 
the Bristol Channel and 
further afield to the 
south coast, France and 
Scotland. 

“It was wonderful to 
hear first-hand experi¬ 
ences of the yacht club’s 
own history over the last 
60 years, peppered with 
some humorous episodes 
of sailing exploits, ” said 
the Vice Commodore, 
Len Cattle. 

Based at The Pier 
Head on Barry Island, 
Barry Yacht Club has 
some of the best sea sail¬ 
ing facilities in the 
Bristol Channel. 

The club offers vari¬ 


ous types of membership 
including sailing, fish¬ 
ing, cadet, or social 
members. 

Barry Yacht Club is a 
not-for-profit organisa¬ 
tion and was established 
in 1928. It currently has 
more than 250 members 


from all parts of the Vale 
and Cardiff, attracting 
yachtsman from as far 
away as Bristol and 
Birmingham. 

Further details about 
the club can be found at 
WWW. barryyachtclub. co. 
uk 


Barry s ancient 
mariners from left to 
right: Brian Dotchon, 
Roger Donkin and 
Michael Righton. 

PACT 

meetings 

DYFAN AND GIB- 
BONSDOWN JOINT 
PACT surgery, 12 noon- 
2pm, February 20 at 
Colcot Community 
Centre, Keates Way, 
Barry. 

CADOC PACT, 6pm 
on February 28 at 
Palmerston Community 
Learning Centre, Cadoc 
Crescent, Barry. 

RHOOSE PACT, 
February 23 at Celtic Way 
Community Centre at 
7pm. 

TWYN-YR-ODYN 

coffee and chat, February 
28 at the Horse and 
Jockey public house at 
11am. 

STANWELL PACT, 

March 2, Elfed Avenue 
United Church at 7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT, 
March 7 in Lower Penarth 
Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way at 7pm. 


PARK CT.EAN-UP 

FOLLOWING feedback by local residents, the 
Court First independent team will be holding a 
litter pick at Batt’s Field, Barry, on Sunday, 
February 19, at 10am. 

Local councillor Richard Bertin said: “I would 
like to say a big thank you to all those who recently 
completed their residents’ survey in the ward. One 
of the issues that has come up is the need to have a 
clean up in Batt’s Field.” 

“We are eager to get involved and help clean up 
this park, and local residents are welcome to join 
us!” 


Ty Hafan lottery draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D709. 

• £2,000: 293009. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£4,000, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 7 6 7 3 9 8, 


Get in The 
GEM. Send 
us your sto¬ 
ries to: 

gemeditori- 

al@tindle- 

news.co.uk. 


251993, 809953,626289, 
571655, 847232, 260798, 
534584,415136, 838289, 
771467, 396616, 119981, 
615143,908729,146122, 
961475, 232829, 

252343,758871. 

• £5: 567728, 
415762,180603, 632375, 
970438, 800923, 885115, 
208429,752198, 837006, 
539484, 772070, 473523, 
563708,481933, 554884, 


300139, 502032, 129036, 
289032, 228099, 721114, 
805827, 529220, 443435, 
912473,861542, 589834, 
606202, 346320, 405018, 
340956,719521, 826590, 
248552,468581, 375261, 
287949,495122, 621947, 
282605,139113, 744828, 
764752,483856, 573479, 
667473,120348, 690200, 
499159, 343552, 205686, 
334202,170830, 409845, 


912048, 433670, 341544, 
227082, 246567. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 



ff LLANTWIT MAJOR 

CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 

Saturday 18th February-Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) lO.OOam - 3pm 
A regular monthly date for your diary! 

Come and see your regular favourites, look at new 
stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E:peta@ peartreecott.co.uk J 
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National Nest 
Box Week 

THIS Saturday, as part of National Nest 
Box Week, members will be making nest 
boxes at Miri Mieri. 

Transition Llantwit has a limited number of kits 
available for £6, including nails. Call 01446 796849 
or 07804 624795 - on a first come, first served basis! 

There are also simple instructions for making a 
nest box on the British Trust for Ornithology’s web¬ 
site www.bto.org/nnbw/index.htm. 

“There are plenty of jobs to be done in the Miri 
Mieri garden, at Llantwit Major - so come along this 
(February 18) from 11 am-1pm,” a spokeswoman 
said. 


Jubilee 

party 

THERE will be a 
meeting in the Red 
Lion, Bonvilston, at 
7.30pm on 
Wednesday, March 
7, to discuss 
arrangements for a 
Diamond Jubilee 
party, which will be 
held on the weekend 
of June 2. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Deddf Cynllunio (Adeiladau Rhestredig 
Ac Ardaloedd Cadwraeth 1990) 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/00049/LBC 

Two storey rear extension plus demolition of toilet block 
annex 

20, High Street, Cowbridge 
Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/00092/LBC 

Forming vehicle access through to rear garden with secu¬ 
rity gates and internal alterations 
Rear building, 79, Eastgate, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 
GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD ATHREF 
(TREFN DATBLYGIAD CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

A pplication(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a allai fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/00044/OUT 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Outline planning for seven self contained flats 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land at Barry Road, cornering Kenilworth Road, Barry 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


2012/00066/RES 

Development of land for up to 100 dwellings, public open 
space and associated access 
Land at St. Johns Well, St. Athan 


A pplication(s) which might affect a Public Right of Way 

Ceisiadau a allai effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/00036/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Change of use of vacant barn to holiday let, bunkhouse 

and owners accommodation 

Location:/Lleoliad: Garn Farm, St Hilary, Cowbridge 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


2012/00066/RES 

Development of land for up to 100 dwellings, public open 
space and associated access 
Land at St. Johns Well, St. Athan 


Departure from the Provision of the Development Plan 

Ceisiadau nad ydynt yn cydymffurfio a Darpariaeth y 

Cynllun Datblyqu 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2012/00066/RES 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Development of land for up to 100 dwellings, public open 

space and associated access 
Location:/Lleoliad: Land at St. Johns Well, St. Athan 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 


2012/00083/FUL 

Two new buildings and a new 100 space car park on the 
Beechwood Residential College Campus, Hayes Road, 
Sully 

Beechwood House, Hayes Road, Sully 


Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for a 
period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at the 
address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd Pennaeth 
Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y dudalen) yn ystod 
oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar 
Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor dnvy fynd i vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


Dated: 16 February, 2012 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry. 

CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 16 Chwefor, 2012 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri. 
CF63 4RT 



LEFT: 

People who attend 
masterclasses over 
the coming 
months will have 
the chance of per¬ 
forming in front 
of the camerasf to 
give them a solid 
grounding in the 
craft of screen 
acting. 


GEM READERS PROVE THEY 
HAVE TALENT - AS ACTING 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
FOR 2012 ARE ANNOUNCED 



ABOVE: 

Peter Ferris with the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment Scholarship winners 2012 
Bethan James (left) and Ffion Phillips. 


A WOMAN from 
Cowbridge and a 
teenager from 
Barry have won 
the fifth annual 
GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarships for 
2012. 

Betban James (24) 
wbo works for a charity 
in Cardiff, and Ffion 
Phillips (13) who 
attends Stanwell 
Comprehensive School 
in Penarth, were the 
two individuals who 
impressed the judges 
and won. 

They will be trained 
in screen acting for film 
and TV, and will appear 
in four films which will 
be shot over the master¬ 
class weekends which 
are held in Penarth. 

The prize was worth 
£380 for each scholar¬ 
ship winner. 

Screen acting tutor 
Peter Ferris said: “The 
standard was incredibly 
high. 

“It seems to get bet- 


FEBRUARY is cer¬ 
tainly different to 
January: gone are the 
mild conditions and, 
the bees are reacting 
to it by staying at 
home. 

The beekeeper 
must now be alert to 
the possibility that 
stores could be run¬ 
ning low. Why is 
this? 

Due to the previous 
month’s kind weather, 
the bees were very 
active, indeed some 
pollen was observed 
coming in, and this 
could signify that the 
Queen has started to 
lay. 

The active bees will 
have utilised the 
colony’s winter stores 
to meet their needs 
and, any developing 
larvae will of course 
have to be catered for. 


ter each year. With our 
acting agency getting an 
average of 30 auditions 
and castings a day for 
national and interna¬ 
tional film and TV we 
are always on the look 
out for talented individ¬ 
uals of all ages, looks 
and characters.” 

There was a great 
response to the intro¬ 
ductory masterclass 
with the ages ranging 
from 13 years old to 63 
years old. 

Peter explained: 

“One of our Belfast stu¬ 
dents and Eugene 
Hynes, joined three 
years ago at the age of 
41, having been invalid¬ 
ed out of the fire serv¬ 
ice and having never 
acted in his life. 

“In January, he just 
finished filming his first 
major feature film ‘The 
Good Man’ with Irish 
actor Aiden Gillan. 

“The choice was so 
difficult this year with 
so many characters and 
personalities to choose 
from including an 
amazing young 15-year- 


creating yet more 
energy demands with¬ 
in the hive. 

At present, there is 
not much outside for 
the bees to make use 
of. 

This, then, is an 
anxious time for all us 
beekeepers, so I will 
leave the bees well 
alone as I am confi¬ 
dent that they have 
stores to get by for 
now. 

As a stopgap, I 
could resort to laying 
strips of read-made 
icing sugar (bought 
on a roll from the 
supermarket) on top 
of the frames and this 
would help the bees 
eke out any shortage 
that may occur. 

Experienced bee¬ 
keeper I may be, but I 
have caused the 
demise of two hives. 


old, Jermaine King, 
who was so natural on 
camera and 42-year-old 
Robert McGrath with 
his shaved head, scar 
and Sheffield accent 
which makes him very 
interesting for the HBO 
Sky Atlantic Series 
‘Game of Thrones’ 
which is filmed in 
Belfast and Malta. 

“We get many of our 
actors auditioning for it 
through our Belfast 
office. 

“In the end the win¬ 
ners were Bethan James 
from Cowbridge and 
Ffion Phillips from 
Barry. 

“Both of them gave 
just that extra little 
something in the audi¬ 
tion that makes them 
stick in your mind and I 
am so pleased to have 
them with us for the 
films and hopefully for 
future auditions. 

“I really hope this is 
the catalyst to a suc¬ 
cessful career for both 
of them.” 

Peter added: 
“Everyone at Eerris 


one here at Fon-Mon, 
and one hive at the 
Dyffryn Apiary. 

Both hives were on 
the standard solid 
floor, as used on a 
National hive; the 
entrance is quite big 
and must be protected 
with a metal mouse 
guard come winter, 
this I did not do opt¬ 
ing to leave a wooden 
insert in place with a 
much reduced 
entrance hole. 

Needless to say, 
mice chewed through 
the wooden insert and 
created mayhem with¬ 
in the hive. Result 
ruined wax and dead 
bees. 

At Dyffryn, I actu¬ 
ally observed the mice 
in the hive (five of 
them); there were 
bees still alive with a 
Queen,, so I trans- 


Entertainment would 
like to thank The 
Glamorgan GEM for 
supporting the scholar¬ 
ship for the past five 
years. 

“This year it was 
magic and packed with 
talented GEM readers.” 


ferred them into a 
nuc-box and moved 
them to another posi¬ 
tion in the apiary, 
once again opting for 
a wooden entrance 
block - how could I 
be so dull? 

The mice took 
advantage of my 
kindness and this 
time finished the job 
they had started earli¬ 
er. 

Familiarity breeds 
contempt. So be 
aware, do things cor¬ 
rectly. All the other 
hives have open-mesh 
floors on the devastat¬ 
ed hives. 

No excuses! At a 
time when we need all 
the bees we can get, I 
certainly have not 
helped. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


Anyone interested in 
joining any of the 
Masterclass films 
please contact Ferris 
Entertainment either 
directly on 07801 493 
133 or via email 
info @ferrisentertain- 
ment.com 

St Athan 
support 
from AM 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
met with Professor 
Garel Rhys, chair of 
the Economic 
Research and 
Advisory Panel, who 
was recently 
appointed to chair 
the St Athan 
Enterprise Zone 
Board, to discuss the 
benefits of the enter¬ 
prise zone, which 
includes Cardiff 
Airport, to the Vale. 

Ms Hutt AM said: 
“Giving St Athan 
Enterprise Zone status 
will raise real economic 
prospects for the Vale, 
Barry and Wales as a 
whole, providing incen¬ 
tives and levers to devel¬ 
op the civilian aerospace 
industry from the St 
Athan site. ” 


NEWS FROM THE FONMON APIARY 

Icing sugar stop-gap as 
bees’ supplies run low 
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Arbedion arbeimig ar docynnau 
o bob math i’r Eisteddfod Eleni 


GYDA llai na chwe 
mis i fynd cyn i’r 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol 
ymweld ag ardal 
Bro Morgannwg 
am y tro cyntaf ers 
ymhell dros gen- 
hedlaeth, mae’r 
trefnwyr wedi 
cyhoeddi manylion 
nifer o ffyrdd cost- 
effeithiol i ymweld 
a’r Brifwyl yn 
ystod yr wythnos - 
hyd yn oed am un 
diwrnod yn unig. 

Meddai Prif 
Weithredwr yr 
Eisteddfod, Elfed 
Roberts, “Rydym ni’n 
awyddus i sicrhau bod 
yr Eisteddfod mor 
hygyrch a phosibl ar 
gyfer pobl ar hyd a lied 
yr ardal, a rydym ni 
eisiau gweld nifer fawr 
o drigolion y Fro yn 
ymuno gyda ni yn 
Llandow o Awst 4-11. 
Mae’r gefnogaeth gan y 
gymuned leol wedi bod 
yn ardderchog dros y 
misoedd diwethaf a 
rydym yn gobeithio y 
bydd y brwdfrydedd yn 
parhau a thyfu wrth i ni 
gyhoeddirhagor o 
fanylion am yr hyn 
fydd yn digwydd 
ymhen ychydig dan 
chwe mis. 

“Mae tocynnau ar 
gyfer yr Eisteddfod yn 
mynd ar werth ar 


Mawrth 1, ac mae’r 
rhain yn cynnwys 
tocynnau cyngherddau 
a thocynnau Maes. 

Mae gennym ni nifer o 
gynigion ar gyfer pobl 
sy’n prynu ymlaen Haw 
er mwyn eich helpu chi 
i arbed arian. 

“Gallwch arbed dros 
10% drwy brynu’ch 
tocynnau Maes dyddiol 
cyn 1 Gorffennaf, a 
gellir gwneud hyn ar 
lein - 

www.eisteddfod.org.uk 
- neu drwy ffonio’r 
linell docynnau ar 0845 
4090 800 o Mawrth 1. 
Os ydych chi’n awyd¬ 
dus i dreulio ychydig 
ddyddiau ar y Maes, 
beth am ein cynnig 
tridiau ar y Maes am 
bris deuddydd? 
Prynwch docynnau ar 
gyfer unrhyw ddau ddi- 
wrnod ar y Maes a 
chewch docynnau am 
ddiwrnod arall o’ch 
dewis yn rhad ac am 
ddim. Mae arbedion 
gwirioneddol i’w cael 
drwy archebu ymlaen 
Haw. 

“Mae manylion y 
cynigion arbennig i gyd 
i’w gweld ar ein gwe- 
fan, a byddwn hefyd yn 
dosbartim gwybodaeth 
wrth i ni ymweld a 
gwahanol gymunedau 
ar hyd a lied y Fro dros 
y misoedd nesaf gyda 
Dilys y camper fan, 
felly edrychwn ymlaen 
i’ch gweld ym mhob 
cwr o Fro Morgannwg 


dros yr wythnosau 
nesaf.” 

Os hoffech chi i 
Dilys ddod i’ch 
cymuned chi, ebosti- 
wch ni - 

gwyb @ eisteddfod, org .u 
k - neu ffoniwch 0845 
4090 300. Byddwn yn 
cyhoeddi manylion y 
daith dros yr wyth¬ 
nosau nesaf,a chofiwch 
ddod i’n gweld am 
gyfle i ennill tocynnau, 
nwyddau a mwy. Am 
ragor o fanylion am 
Dilys ewch i www.van- 
goch.co.uk. 

Effective 
ways to 
enjoy the 
Eisteddfod 

WITH less than six 
months to go before 
the National 
Eisteddfod visits the 
Vale of Glamorgan^ 
organisers have 
announced details 
of a number of 
cost-effective ways 
you can attend the 
festival during the 
week - even if 
you’re only attend¬ 
ing for one day. 

Chief Executive, 
Elfed Roberts says: 

“We strongly believe in 
making the Eisteddfod 
as accessible as we can 
for local people across 


the region, and we 
want to make sure that 
as many local Vale resi¬ 
dents as possible have 
the chance to join us in 
Llandow from August 
4-11. 

“The support we’ve 
had from the local com¬ 
munities across the 
Vale has been marvel¬ 
lous and we are hoping 
that this support will 
continue to grow and 
develop over the next 
few months as we 
announce more details 
about this year’s festi¬ 
val. 

“Tickets for the 
events go on sale on 
March 1, and these 
include concert tickets 
and tickets to the Maes 
(field) itself. We’ve got 
a number of early bird 
offers this year, so why 
not order your tickets 
in advance to save 
some money? 

“You can save over 
10 per cent by purchas¬ 
ing your day tickets to 
the field before July 1. 
You can do this either 
online at 

WWW. eisteddfod, org. uk 
or by ringing our tick- 
etline from March 1 
onwards. 

“We’ve also got a 
scheme for anyone 
wishing to spend a few 
days on the Maes - buy 
tickets for two days at 
the Eisteddfod and get 
a third day of your 
choice free of charge. 


which is a great saving, 
especially if you want 
to bring the whole fam¬ 
ily to the festival. 

“Details of all the 
special offers are avail¬ 
able on our website, 
and we ’ll also be dis¬ 
tributing information 
about all our offers 
when we ’ll be visiting 
different communities 
across the Vale before 
the end of the month, 
with Dilys the camper 
van, so we look for¬ 
ward to seeing you 
wherever you may live 
in the Vale over the 
next few weeks. ’’ 

If you’d like Dilys to 
come to your communi¬ 
ty, get in touch either 
by emailing 

gwyb @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k or by ringing 0845 
4090 300. We’ll be 
announcing the full 
programme over the 
next few weeks, and 
remember to come and 
see us for a chance to 
win tickets, merchan¬ 
dise and more. Eor 
more details about 
Dilys go to www.van- 
goch.co.uk. 

SIGNED 

EDWARDS 


BARRY historian Tom Clemett is helping out the National 
Eisteddfod by donating photographs of the last time it visited 
the Vale in 1968. Tom’s images will be placed on display when 
the Eisteddfod opens at Llandow in August. 




Supply Teaching Agency 


Resourcing 


Join a Winning Team 

Bay Resourcing is a Cardiff based Muiti Award Winning 
Teaching Agency. Due to increased demand, we have 
immediate day to day and iong term opportunities 
in iocai schoois for the foiiowing staff: 


WELSH PRIMARY/ 

MEDIUM SECONDARY 

TEACHERS TEACHERS 


CATHOLIC TEACHING/LEARNING SPECIAL 

TEACHERS SUPPORT NEEDS 

ASSISTANTS TEACHERS 


£80-£110 per day £80-£110 per day £80-£110perday £55perday £80-£110 per day 


£5 lunch 
allowance 


£5 lunch 
allowance 


£5 lunch 
allowance 


£5 lunch 
allowance 


£5 lunch 
allowance 


40p per mile 40p per mile 40p per mile 
travelling travelling travelling 

allowance allowance allowance 


40p per mile 40p per mile 
travelling travelling 

allowance allowance 


To register you wiii need: Registration with the GTCW or 
have CACHE ievei 1-4 or a degree and have a minimum 
of 6 months experience with chiidren in a ciassroom setting 
within the iast 4 years. 

To arrange a local Interview, call: 029 2049 4560 


There is no joining fee and we do not charge you for finding you work 


Ns<. 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
FITTING 

limited offer 


A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 



l)< )( )K 

DOCTOR 


h 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 


'CCX' 
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Start the ivusic and light the lights ... 

THE MUPPETS ARE BACK 
- RIGHT ON TOP FORM! 


I F anyone has 

caught any episode 
of The Only Way Is 
Essex, they will be 
more than familiar 
with a group of mop¬ 
pets taking over the TV 
screen; but the real 
Moppets have been 
away for a very long 
time, their last big- 
screen outing, Muppets 
From Space, only 
slightly more entertain¬ 
ing than that gaggle 
from Essex. 

Writer/actor Jason Segel’s 
desire to see a new Muppet 
movie has finally borne fruit 
with the release of the origi¬ 
nally titled The Muppets. 

Segel plays Gary, whose 
brother Walter (a muppet 
himself, though not consid¬ 
ered one) is a massive fan of 
the show. 

Along with Amy Adams as 
Mary, Gary’s girlfriend, the 
trio have to track down the 
Muppets to help them stop 
their theatre being bought 
and destroyed by oil tycoon 
Tex Richman (Chris Cooper); 
as you may imagine, hilarity 
(and Miss Piggy) ensues.. 


It seems surprising, given 
the current fondness for look¬ 
ing back on popular culture, 
that The Muppets weren’t 
brought out of the mothballs 
sooner. 

After all, their brightly 
coloured, zany antics would 
no doubt entice the audience 
who remembered them first 
time round, while beguiling a 
whole new, younger demo¬ 
graphic - is it possible to be 
young and not fall in love 
with a green frog? 

That it has taken this long 
no doubt has something to do 
with the fact that The 
Muppets didn’t go away qui¬ 
etly, seemingly hanging on 
past the point of usefulness, 
yet writers Jason Segel and 
Nicholas Stoller, along with 
director James Bobin, have 
managed to restore the group 
back to how they should be, 
the film is an absolutely 
riotous and extremely pleas¬ 
urable way to spend an hour 
or two. 

This is a ‘getting-the-band- 
back-together’ film, the aim 
of Gary, Walter and Mary to 
put the group back to where 
they should be and fight off 
the megalomaniac intentions 
of the villainous Tex 
Richman, so it plays more to 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


the the established crowd 
than any newcomers, but this 
is unabashedly a kid’s film 
for adults. 

With a U certificate, the 
film plays its humour cleanly 
and cleverly, and Segel and 
Stoller mine great comedic 
potential from the set-up, 
throwing in song and dance 
numbers, knowing nods to 
the audience with constant 
breaks of the fourth wall and, 
more importantly, letting The 
Muppets be The Muppets. 

It is this last element that 
is so important, the characters 


not having to be shoehomed 
into pre-existing characters as 
they were in, say, A Muppet’s 
Christmas Carol. They are 
instead allowed to be them¬ 
selves and fun and inanity 
spring from it. 

The script takes no great 
pains to be cynical or nega¬ 
tive about the characters, 
even moments of conflict are 
easily resolved, and the light¬ 
weight tone suits perfectly. 

Jason Segel and Amy 
Adams are both game for a 
laugh here, playing their best 
straight faces, albeit with a 
knowing wink here and there, 
and the raft of cameos from 
the likes of Jack Black, 
Rashida Jones and Alan 
Arkin bring a smile. 

However, it’s the incredi¬ 
ble talented work of the 
humans behind the furry 
folks that will have you most 
impressed. 

No doubt in this world of 
computer trickery it would 
have been easy to merely 
generate the characters on a 
hard drive, but the skill of the 
puppetry on show is truly 
wonderful to watch and gives 
the characters a reality that is 
hard to bypass. 

With Flight of the 
Conchord’s Bret Mackenzie 


delivering witty and impres¬ 
sive songs (any fans of the 
band won’t feel shortchanged 
by the likes of ‘Man Or 
Muppet’), fellow Conchord 
alumni James Bobin is 
mightily impressive in his 
debut big screen outing, the 
director broad yet wonderful¬ 
ly low-key, an anarchic ener¬ 
gy flowing through that puts 
the cherry on top of the cake. 

Bringing the characters 
back into the 21st century 
with a bang. The Muppets 
may very well be the kick 
start that could unleash a 
whole new era for the group; 
if that is the case more 
adventures in this vain 
wouldn’t be amiss. 

VERDICT - A veritable 
delight. The Muppets sees the 
gang back on fine form and 
not missing a beat. A hugely 
entertaining film that will 
leave you with a nice big 
dumb smile and relieve you 
of any cynicism (for two 
hours at least). It ticks all the 
boxes and makes for a really 
wonderful piece of work. 
Highly recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Muppet Movie 
(1979), The Great Muppet 
Caper (1981). 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
THOMPSON STREET (PART) AND BROAD 
STREET (PART) BARRY (PARKING 
CONTROL) (AMENDMENT) ORDER 2012 

1. Notice is given that the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under sections 81,82, 83 and 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 (as amended) and pursuant to Part III of Schedule 9 and of all 
other enabling powers proposes to make an Order, the general effect of 
which is as specified in the Schedule below. 

2. Full details of the proposals including the proposed Order may be 
inspected at the address shown below during normal office hours and 
any objections you may have to this proposal must be submitted to the 
Head of Visible Services (Ref. IF672) in writing by 9th day of March 2012 
and must contain the grounds upon which you object. 

3. Persons objecting to the proposed Order are advised that in view of 
the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 this Council is 
legally obliged to make any comments received in response to the pro¬ 
posed Order open to public inspection. 

SCHEDULE 

The following Traffic Regulation Orders to be amended as follows: 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council (Barry Central Area) (Parking 
Control) (Consolidation and Amendment) Order 2009. 

In schedule 4B, delete the text; 

Limitation on waiting to 2 hours no return within 2 hours 8.00am to 
6.30pm Monday to Saturday. 

and insert; 

Limitation on waiting to 2 hours no return within 2 hours 8am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday. 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Broad Street/Holton Road, 
Barry) (Prohibition of Waiting/Limited Waiting) Order 1992. 

In paragraph 1(ii), delete and replace with; 

Between the hours of 8am and 6pm on any other day than a Sunday for 
more than 2 hours in the lengths of road referred to in Schedule 2 to this 
Order if in respect of the length of road concerned a period of less that 2 
hours has elapsed since the termination of the last period of waiting (If 
any) of the vehicle in that road. 

In schedule 2 item (i), paragraphs (a) and (b) delete and replace 
with; (a) On its north side from a point 15 metres west of its junction with 
Buttrills Road for a distance of 12 metres west and from a point 74 
metres west of its junction with Buttrills Road for a distance of 24 metres 
west. 

(b) On its south side from a point 50 metres west of its junction with 
Buttrills Road for a distance of 12 metres west. 

The County Council of South Glamorgan (Broad Street/Gladstone 
Road, Barry) (Prohibition of Waiting) Order 1977. 

Delete paragraph 1 (b) in its entirety. 

Dated this 16th day of February 2012 
M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. in 
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CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 
GORCHYMYN RHEOLI PARCIO 
(DIWYGIEDIG) (RHANNAU O THOMPSON 
STREET A BROAD STREET Y BARRI) 

1. Hysbysir trwy hyn y bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
0 dan adrannau 81,82, 83 ac 84 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), 
ac yn unol a Rhan III o Atodlen 9, a phob p_er galluogi arall, yn gwneud 
Gorchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a ddisgrifir yn yr Atodlen isod. 

2. Cewch weld y cynigion Hawn, gan gynnwys y Gorchymyn, yn y 
cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa. Dylech gyfeirio unrhyw 
wrthwynebiad sydd gennych i’r cynnig hwn i Bennaeth Gwasanaethau 
Gweladwy (Cyf.lF672) ar ffurf Ilythyr erbyn 9 Mawrth 2012, gan egluro’ch 
rhesymau dros ei wrthwynebu. 

3. Os oes gennych wrthwynebiad i’r Gorchymyn, cofiwch fod gan y 
cyhoedd hawl o dan Ddeddf Llywodraeth Leol (Hawl i Wybodaeth) 1985 i 
weld unrhyw sylwadau sy’n cael eu gwneud, a bod dyletswydd gyfreithiol 
ar y cyngor i ddarparu ar gyfer hynny. 

ATODLEN 

Diwygier y Gorchmynion Rheoli Traffig canlynol: 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg (Atgyfnerthu a Diwygio Rheolau Parcio) 
(Ardal Canol y Barri) 2009. 

Yn atodlen 4B, dileer y testun canlynol; 

Hawl i aros am 2 awr yn unig 8.00am - 6.30pm (dydd LIun - dydd 
Sadwrn) ac ni chaniateir dychwelyd a pharcio o’r newydd o fewn y ddwy 
awr honno. 

a dodi’r testun hwn yn ei le; 

Hawl i aros am 2 awr yn unig 8.00am - 6.00pm (dydd LIun - dydd 
Sadwrn) ac ni chaniateir dychwelyd a pharcio o’r newydd o fewn y ddwy 
awr honno. 

Gorchymyn Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg (Gwahardd Aros/Cyfyngu ar 
Aros) (Broad Street/Holton Road, Y Barri) 1992. 

Ym mharagraff 1(ii), dileer y gwreiddiol a dodi’r testun canlynol yn 
ei le; Rhwng 8am a 6pm ar bob diwrnod ac eithrio dydd Sul, am fwy na 
2 awr ar y darnau o heol a nodwyd yn Atodlen 2 y Gorchymyn hwn, os 
yw’n llai na 2 awr ers diwedd cyfnod parcio diwethaf y cerbyd yn yr heol 
dan sylw. 

Yn atodlen 2 eitem (i), dileer paragraffau (a) a (b) a dodi’r testun 
canlynol yn eu Me; 

(a) Ar ei hochr ogleddol o fan sy’n 15 milltir i’r gorllewin o’r gyffordd a 
Buttrills Road am 12 medr i’r gorllewin, ac o fan sy’n 74 medr i’r gorllewin 
o’r gyffordd a Buttrills Road am 24 medr i’r gorllewin. 

(b) Ar ei hochr dde o fan sy’n 50 medr i’r gorllewin a’r gyffordd a Buttrills 
Road am 12 medr i’r gorllewin. 

Gorchymyn Cyngor Sir De Morgannwg (Gwahardd Aros) (Broad 
Street/Gladstone Road,Y Barri) 1977. 

Dileer paragraff 1 (b) yn llwyr. 

Dyddiedig 16 Chwefror2012 
M. Punter, 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 




Police opt 
for 5 percent 
council tax 
charge rise 

by PHILIP IRWIN | 


THE South Wales 
Police Authority 
has decided to 
increase the polic¬ 
ing element of 
council tax by five 
per cent. 

This increase takes 
the amount paid for 
policing a Band D 
household to £169.42 
for 2012-13. 

While the council tax 
has increased, the over¬ 
all police spending for 
next year has reduced 
by £8million to 
£249million for 2012- 
13, as a result of cuts 
from Central 
Government. 

The chair of the 
Police Authority, Coun 
Russell Roberts, said: 
“Setting the budget is a 
difficult job every year. 
Even though this is the 
last time this authority 
will be setting this, it 
does not get any easier, 
particularly due to the 
financial situation. 

“The sheer magni¬ 
tude of the cuts which 
have been imposed 
upon us by central 
Government means that 
the dilemma facing us 
was an impossible one. 

“In the current eco¬ 
nomic climate, any 
increase will be difficult 
to the public. However, 
we feel that this 
increase is the most 
appropriate decision, 
and the only option for 
us as a police service. 

“The increase is 
equal to £8.07 per year 
for a Band D household 
- or just over 2p per 
day. Council tax fig¬ 
ures are always indicat¬ 
ed based on a Band D 
household. 

“However, in reality 
65 per cent of people in 
south Wales live in 
Band A-C properties, 
and so will be paying 
between £112.94 and 
£150.59 per year.” 

Coun Roberts contin¬ 
ued: “80 per cent of our 


budget is spent on 
police officers and staff. 
It is impossible to find 
further savings without 
looking at reducing the 
number of people who 
work for us. 

“We intend to reduce 
police numbers through 
natural retirement and 
through the use of 
police regulations for 
some officers with more 
than 30 years’ service 
through the A19 
process.” 

Coun Russell 
Roberts said: “It is very 
disappointing that once 
again, the Government 
has ignored its own 
findings and not given 
us the full amount of 
grant we need to police 
south Wales. 

“If we received our 
full grant allocation, it 
would mean no police 
officer and staff cuts. 

“We are responsible 
for policing Cardiff, our 
nation’s capital city. 

Yet, this is not reflected 
in our funding. 

“It cannot be right 
that Lothian and 
Borders and the 
Metropolitan Police 
Service receive addi¬ 
tional funding for polic¬ 
ing the capital cities of 
Edinburgh and London, 
yet we do not receive 
anything for the addi¬ 
tional responsibilities of 
policing Cardiff” 

This is the final 
budget to be agreed by 
South Wales Police 
Authority, before the 
introduction of a Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner in 
November 2012. 

Prom next year, it 
will be the responsibili¬ 
ty of the Commissioner 
to decide the council tax 
precept, and the spend¬ 
ing of the police budget. 

The election for the 
first Police and Crime 
Commissioner will take 
place across Wales and 
England on November 
15. 


‘Powerful display’ 
commemorates 
Holocaust Day 


THE ‘Blue Line’ 
exhibition contin¬ 
ues at Art Central 
in Barry’s King 
Square Town Hall 
with paintings and 
sculptures by 
Nicola Tucker and 
Maciej Hoffman. 

Described as ‘con¬ 
flict and war’ artists, 
Nicola is from Wales 
and Maciej from 
Poland. 

They have brought 
the exhibition together 
as a result of their 
travels, experiences 
and knowledge, mak¬ 
ing a powerful exhibi¬ 
tion to mark 


Holocaust Memorial in 
Barry. 

An interested visitor 
was Vale AM Jane 
Hutt who said: “This is 
a powerful exhibition 
which depicts the 
theme of conflict and 
war so ever present in 
our troubled world. 

“However, the mem¬ 
ory of the Holocaust 
makes this work 
stronger than ever, 
with stark truths we 
must never forget.” 

The exhibition runs 
until February 25 at Art 
Central, Barry Town 
Hall and Library, King 
Square, Barry. 
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Kenfig Hill Firsts run riot against Felinfoel 


KENFIG Hill firsts 
had a tough match 
when they played 
away to Felinfoel 
and expected the 
same, but the home 
side backs were 
outstanding, com¬ 
pletely overshad¬ 
owing the opposi¬ 
tion with some daz¬ 
zling play orches¬ 
trated by centre 
Chris Tossell. 

After the previous 
week’s cold spell, play¬ 
ing conditions were 
ideal for a fast-flowing 
game. Felinfoel, cap¬ 
tained by Simon 
Delaney, the son of 
Welsh stalwart 

Lawrence, tried to play 
a tight forward orientat¬ 
ed game which the 
Kenfig Hill forwards 
were more than able to 
cope with. 

Kenfig scored a try 
just after the kick off 
when they took a tap 
penalty on half way and 
spun the ball along the 
line, with full back 
Raymond Evans taking 
the final pass to score. 
Outside half Nicky 
Giles put over the con¬ 
version from the touch 
line. 

Kenfig Hill scored 
straight from the kick 
off with scrum half 
Matthew Tossell taking 





a pass and wrong-foot 
ing the defence. 

Felinfoel then scored 
a penalty through out¬ 
side half Rhys Williams, 
but Kenfig stormed 
straight back and 
flanker Jason Davies 
finished off a forwards’ 
move with a try , con¬ 
verted by Giles. 

Felinfoel then 

trapped the Mules in the 
bottom corner of the 
field with a series of 
scrums, and after cap¬ 
tain Gareth Edwards 
was yellow carded, they 
were eventually award¬ 
ed a penalty try, which 
was converted by 
Williams. 

Being down to 14 
men did not faze the 
Mules and when the ball 
reached right winger 
Kyle Evans on his 10- 
yard line, he cut inside 


and sped up the pitch to 
score under the posts, 
Giles converting. 

This gave a half time 
score of Kenfig Hill 26 
Felinfoel 10. 

Kenfig scored 

straight from the kick¬ 
off through wing for¬ 
ward Scott Waller. For 
the rest of the game, the 
spectators were treated 
to a dazzling display of 
rugby skills by the 
backs as the forwards 
dominated the scrums 
and line outs. 

Centre Shaun Burnell 
side-stepped over for a 
try, followed by a sec¬ 
ond try for Raymond 
Evans, converted by 
Giles. Matthew Tossell 
then added a second try. 

Number 8 Steve 
Gillard got in on the act, 
bulldozing over in the 
corner, and Shaun 


Burnell scored his sec¬ 
ond try. Giles finished 
off the scoring with the 
conversion. 

Final score - Kenfig 
Hill 60 Felinfoel 10. 

For Kenfig Hill, Scott 
Waller gave a man of 
the match performance 
with Chris Tossell and 
Nicky Giles outstanding 
in the backs, and Ben 
Jones again had a good 
game in the second row 
against a strong oppo¬ 
nent. 

We would like to 
wish former player and 
now junior coach 
Martin Burnell a happy 
50th birthday this week¬ 
end. 


ABOVE: 

Captain Gareth Edwards keeping pace 
with speedy full back Raymond Evans. 


ABOVE: Kyle Evans at pace. 


SECONDS IN 
CLOSE GAME 

Heol-y-Cyw Seconds 
23 - Kenfig Hill 

Seconds 22. 

Kenfig Hill try scor¬ 
ers: Dai Dent; Marc 
Fitzgerald; Lewis 
David. Conversions - 
Lloyd Giles (three). 

DEFEAT FOR 
YOUTH TEAM 

Tondu 10 Kenfig 
Hill/Comelly Youth 9. 

Kenfig Hill - Lloyd 
Bradley (three penal¬ 
ties). G’OS 


PHOTOGRAPHS by PETER GILLING 


Athletic selectors’ faith 
justified with Cup win 


SWALEC LEAGUE DIV 1 WEST 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 27 

LLANHARAN 19 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KERRY FOTHERGILL. 


Bridgend Athletic 
selectors kept 

faith with the side 
that had won at 
Carmarthen 
Athletic in the 
last round of the 
SWALEC Cup, 
for their local 

derby with 

Lanharan. 

The only change saw 
wing Rod Davies 

replace the injured 

Lyndsey MaCausland. 
Their faith paid divi¬ 
dends as the Athletic 
reversed an earlier 22-10 
defeat with a well 

deserved 27-19 victory. 

The Athletic exerted 
early pressure and were 
rewarded with a well 


struck penalty from wide 
out by outside half 
Steven Lewis. 

Llanharan’s scrum 
half Chris Williams 
returned the compliment 
to level the scores. He 
then kicked another 
penalty to put Llanharan 
6-3 ahead. 

The half remained a 
kicking duel between 
Lewis and Williams with 
Williams kicking four 
first half penalties to 
Lewis’s two to put the 
Dairymen 12-9 ahead at 
half time. 

The final Llanharan 
penalty saw Rod Jones 
confined to the sin bin 
for a technical infringe¬ 
ment. Both sides had 
tried to move the ball but 
tight defences kept both 



try lines intact. 

Shortly after the 
restart Lewis levelled 
the scores with yet 
another penalty. Rod 
Jones returned with no 
further damage to the 
Athletic scoreline. 

The game then came 
to life in the last quarter. 
The Athletic pack with 
Simon Mustoe and Rod 
Jones both went close to 
touchdowns, hammering 
away at the Llanharan 
line. 

The Llanharan hooker 
saw yellow for an 
infringement at a ruck 
during a long spell of 
Athletic pressure inside 
their 22. Lewis kicked 
the goal. 

The Athletic came 
straight back on the 
attack forcing another 
penalty in front of the 
Llanharan posts. Quick 
thinking scrum half Aled 
Thomas took it quickly 
and threw a long 20 
metre pass out to James 
Olds, who wriggled his 
way past his opposite 
number to cross wide 
out. 

This opened up day¬ 
light between the two 
sides with the Athletic 
leading 20-12. The 
Athletic continued pres¬ 
surising the Llanharan 
defence. 

A loose clearance 
kick was gathered by 
Hathaway just inside his 

LEFT: No 8 
Dan Apsee. 


own half. With the 
whole Llanharan 

defence in front of him 
he elected to take on the 
opposition and ghosted 
his way through the 
opposition to cross 
under the posts. Lewis 
converted to put the 
home side 27-12 ahead. 

To Llanharan’s credit 
they did not lie down 
and came back at the 
Athletic and a series of 
probes at the Athletic 
line saw flanker James 
Greenfield rewarded 
with a try. Williams con¬ 
verted to reduce the 
deficit to 27-19. The last 
five minutes was played 
out without any side able 
to further trouble the 
scoreboard. 

This win was based 
on a huge effort by the 
Athletic pack. Despite 
conceding weight and 
height advantage they 
completely outmuscled 
the Dairymen. 

The five front row 
forwards, man of the 
match prop Rod Apsee, 
fellow props Rod Jones 
and Wayne Fookes, and 
Stuart Nation and Simon 
Mustoe came out on top 
in the scrums. 

Locks Callum 

McCleod and Jamie 
Doherty and replace¬ 
ment Kyle Galtry were 
effective in the lineout 
and loose. 

The back row for¬ 
wards, captain Matthew 
Hillman, along with Dan 
Apsee and Stuart 


Edbrooke were every¬ 
where causing 

Llanharan problems in 
defence and attack. 

The backs had plenty 
of possession but lacked 
a cutting edge that could 
have seen the Athletic 
out of site by half time. 

Mike Hathaway in his 
second game at centre 
after converting from 
full back proved that 
with the right commit¬ 
ment, he can play a 
major part in one of the 
centre roles in next 
year’s championship. 

Outside half Steven 
Lewis, in only his sec¬ 
ond game of the season, 
showed what the 
Athletic have missed 
this season with accurate 
and dependable goal 
kicking. 

Young full back 
Johnny Phillips, also 
playing only his second 
1st XV game, gave an 
assured display. 

Other players who 
played their part were 
centre Stuart Morris and 
wing James Olds. 

This Saturday, 

February 18, the Athletic 
have a plum home 
Swalec Cup tie with sec¬ 
ond in the premiership 
Neath. 

It is hoped the team 
can match their effort in 
last season’s competition 
when they ran Cup win¬ 
ners Pontypridd close in 
a very honourable 17-8 
defeat. 

ADRIAN BURT 


Seven up for 
Ath under-lls 


BRIDGEND Athletic under- 
lls played Maesteg Celtic at 
home. 

The match was divided into three 
15-minute periods. The Ath made the 
early running and steady progress saw 
Louis King smash his way over to 
score. Connor Fabian converted. 

The Ath regained possession, made 
good ground and Dan O’Sullivan 
managed to force his way over. 
Connor Fabian converted to make it 
14-0. 

From the kick off, the Ath soon 
found themselves in possession again 
and Louis King broke through to score 
his second. Conner Fabian converted. 

The Ath continued to press and 
were rewarded with another try before 
the break when Connor Fabian broke 
free to score. He converted to make it 
28-0 at the break. 

The second period started well for 
the Ath with Dan O’Sullivan finding 
space to score his second after the ball 


was recycled well. Connor Fabian 
converted to make it 35-0. 

The Ath extended their lead through 
Louis King. Once again he managed to 
find a gap in the defence to score his 
third. Kasari Mehta converted this 
one. 

In the final period, Celtic came out 
strong and two converted tries pulled 
the score back to 42-14. 

The final try of the game went to 
Teo Fillis, who made a break and 
sprinted the length of the field to 
score. Connor Fabian converted to 
make the final score Bridgend Ath 49 
Maesteg Celtic 14. 

Ath team: - Thomas Anthony (cap¬ 
tain), Jack Obbard (vice captain), 
Gwilym John, Kasari Mehta, Ffion 
Revill, Teo Fillis, Dan O’Sullivan, 
Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, Louis King, 
Jamie Marshall, Dajfydd Beech, 
Thomas Reed, Jack Jenkins, Sam 
Owen, Jack Mustoe, Oran Harry, 
Connor Fabian, Taine Waite. 

BR 



LEFT: 

Lock 
Callum 
McCleod 
with hooker 
Stuart 
Nation. 



LEFT: Centre 
Michael Hathaway 
scoring his try. 


Like us on 
Facebook: 

facebook.com 

Igemnews 

or follow 
us on Twitter: 

@gem_news. 
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Good win for 
Pencoed Youth 

- BUT THE SECONDS LOSE IN A 
FRIENDLY TO LATE DROP GOAL 



Pictures by JULIE HANCOCK 


PENCOED Youth 
ran out comfort¬ 
able winners (25-5) 
in this top-of-the- 
table Ospreys 
league clash with 
nearest rivals 
Nantyffyllon, the 
visitors suffering 
their first league 
defeat of the sea¬ 
son. 

Pencoed opened with 
a concerted drive from 
their pack deep in the 
‘Nanty’ 22, and follow¬ 
ing a probe from scrum 
half Rhys Clarke, cen¬ 
tre Lloyd Bargery was 
just held up. 

Pencoed continued 
to attack, but the visi¬ 
tors held firm showing 
determined defence, 
before Rhys Thomas 
put Pencoed into the 
lead with a penalty 
goal. 

Home full back 


Lewys Jenkins sparked 
off another attack by 
switching play from 
right to left and 
Pencoed were just 
denied at the corner 
flag. 

A good spoil from 
Clark put the visitors 
under pressure in their 
own 22 and skipper 
Bargery capitalised on 
the good approach 
work of his forwards to 
crash over. 

Pencoed were on top 
in terms of possession 
and territory, and 
Thomas booted his side 
deep into the Nanty 22, 
where a well-controlled 
catch and drive saw 
home hooker Jordan 
Hawkins emerge as the 
try scorer, Thomas con¬ 
verted for Pencoed to 
lead 15-0 at the break. 

Thomas kicked an 
early second half penal¬ 
ty to extend the home 



Action from the Second XV game against St Peter ^s. 
Keiron Moore is on the charge (above left) and 
Paul McFarlane breaks clear (above). 


lead, before Nanty got 
on the scoresheet. They 
took the ball against the 
head in the home 22 
and, following sus¬ 
tained pressure, hooker 
Corey Harris straight¬ 
ened on to a pass to 
score wide out. 

Any thoughts of a 
Nantyffyllon comeback 
were soon dispelled 
with Pencoed replace¬ 
ment Hywel Price mak¬ 
ing an immediate 
impact, scattering 
defenders in a 15-metre 
burst before ploughing 
across at the posts, 
Thomas converted. 

To their credit, 

Nanty came back but 
could not break through 
and Pencoed ended 
worthy winners on the 
back of a good first 
half performance. Up 


front for Pencoed Liam 
Callaghan, Chris John, 
and Hawkins carried 
effectively, with centres 
Bargery and Thomas 
dangerous attackers 
behind the scrum. 

On Saturday, 

Pencoed travel to 
Welsh Youth Cup quar¬ 
ter finalists Kenfig Hill 
for a District Cup semi¬ 
final. 

TR 

SECONDS 
PIPPED BY 
St PETERS 

PENCOED 2nd XV15 
St. Peters 2nd XV 18 
Pencoed went into a 
12-point lead early in 
this friendly match with 
tries from Jamie 
Williams and Tom 


Davies, Davies adding 
a conversion. 

The visitors came 
back with two uncon¬ 
verted tries and 
Pencoed led 12-10 at 
the interval. 

St Peter’s then 
grabbed their third try, 
before Davies levelled 
matters. 

However, a late drop 
goal from the visitors 
poached the win. 

Jamie Williams was 
the stand out Pencoed 
player. 

On Saturday, the 
2nd XV entertain 
Maesteg Harlequins in 
a top of the league 
encounter. 

Pencoed Phoenix 
play next Sunday 
(February 19) at home 
against Caernafon. 


Kickboxing success for our 
local clubs in English Open 


RECENTLY, fight¬ 
ers from WKU 
(Welsh Kickboxing 
Union) Bridgend 
clubs headed to 
Worcester to com¬ 
pete in the WUMA 
(World of United 
Martial Arts) 

English Open 

Championships. 

Bridgend Warriors, 
Scorpions and Spartans 
returned home with a 
large collection of gold 
and silver medals and 
trophies. 

The event was attend¬ 
ed by martial arts clubs 
from all over Britain. It 
proved to be a long and 
strenuous day with hun¬ 
dreds of entrants in both 
junior and adult cate¬ 
gories. The competition 
was fierce but Bridgend 


fighters yet again proved 
their worth. 

Morgan Paget (age 
11) won gold in points 
fighting and silver in 
continuous in her cate¬ 
gory. 

Morgan won her sec¬ 
ond gold with Carmen 
Vicker and Claire Elliott 
after demonstrating their 
shared skills and co¬ 
ordination in the junior 
girls pattern category. 

Louise Apperley (age 
14) managed to fight her 
way through her cate¬ 
gories, seeing off seven 
other contenders to take 
gold in both points and 
continuous, making 
good use of strong hook¬ 
ing and jumping side 
kicks. 

Amanda Pearce, a 
junior world champion 
at 16, fighting her first 
competition in the 


women’s categories, 
showed exceptional 
speed and sharp hand 
skills and easily took 
gold in the points com¬ 
petition. 

Dionne Walsh also 
impressed judges, taking 
a silver in points and a 
gold in continuous. 
Dionne’s brother, Joel 
also took gold in the 
boys continuous catego¬ 
ry. 

Coaches Gemma 
James and Claire Vicker 
also fighting, saw off the 
competition and won 
gold in their categories. 

The day was a huge 
success for Bridgend’s 
up and coming fighters. 

The association 
prides itself on it’s 
excellent instructors 
programme and the 
friendly and supportive 
clubs atmosphere. 


New members are Bridgend Warriors 
always welcome and meet above Codys, 
students have the oppor- Bridgend. Bind us on 
tunity to follow a grad- Eacebook or telephone 
ing system, enter local, 07538605838. 
national and world com¬ 
petitions or simply train DA 

for fun and fitness. 



Rugby star 
coaches St 
David’s pupils 
for a tag rugby 
tournament 



Lloyd Williams, together with William Rees-Hole of Apollo Teaching 
Services, presenting a signed rugby ball to teachers Mrs Louise Rosser 
(year-6) and Miss Leah Croke (PE). 


LLOYD Williams, 
the scrum half for 
Cardiff Blues and 
the Wales Six 
Nations squad, 
went along to St 
David’s Church-in- 
Wales School at 
Colwinston, to give 
pupils some tips for 
a forthcoming tag 


REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY KEITH E MORGAN 


rugby tournament. 

Accompanied by 
William Rees-Hole of 
Apollo Teaching 

Services, Lloyd present¬ 
ed the school with a 
signed rugby ball. After 
getting out on the field 
with the tag rugby teams 


for an intensive training 
session, he signed cer¬ 
tificates for each team 
member, as well as giv¬ 
ing autographs to all the 
pupils before leaving to 
attend a squad training 
session himself. 
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French farce 
is avoided by 
Cowbridge on 
frozen pitch 


THE home match 
against Ogmore 
Vale last Saturday 
suffered from the 
‘French problem’ - 
a frozen pitch - 
although we did 
have a bit more 
notice so Ogmore 
Vale didn’t have to 
travel! 

Fortunately, next 
weekend is a free week¬ 
end in the league so the 
game has been 
rearranged for this 
Saturday, kick off 2pm - 
please come and support 
the boys for what should 
be an exciting contest. 

As mentioned last 
week, the club hosted 


Boroughmuir RFC on 
Saturday. A group of 46 
had travelled down for 
the Scottish game and 
had a great time at the 
clubhouse. 

Many thanks to 
Sophie for the excellent 
entertainment and to 
those at the club who 
organised the evening. 

After the Ogmore 
Vale game, the club next 
play on March 3, away at 
Cwmgwrach, followed 
by another long break 
before Tonna at home on 
March 24. 

Finally, congratula¬ 
tions to Wales on a fine, 
hard-fought victory over 
Scotland. Now for the 
big one. 

RV/RK 


Panto in 
the pub 


PANTO in the Pub is presenting an adults 
only, original version of Snow White this 
Friday (February 17) and Saturday 
(February 18) at The Tap public house in 
Pyle at 8.30pm. 

Tickets are £3, with all proceeds going to the Y 
Bont charity. 

This is Panto in the Pub’s second production hav¬ 
ing performed Aladdin last year, and the cast is 
made up of locals ranging in age from 19 to 60, sev¬ 
eral of whom have never performed in public 
before. 

It promises to be a great night with plenty of 
laughter and a lot of the unexpected! 


Flog it! coming 
to Cardiff 


POPULAR BBC2 
antiques pro¬ 
gramme Flog It!, 
presented by Paul 
Martin, is coming 
to Cardiff. 

The major BBC2 
antiques series regularly 
gets an audience of two 
million viewers each 
weekday, and the 
National Museum 
Cardiff will be hosting a 
valuation day on 
Monday, February 27 
from 9.30am until 4pm. 

Rather like a treasure 
hunt, members of the 
public are invited to 
bring along up to three 
antiques and collectables 
they might be interested 
in selling. Once valued, 
the owner and team of 
experts decide whether it 
should go forward for 
auction a few weeks 
later - often with the 
owner making a tidy 
sum. 

Everyone who goes 
along will receive a free 
valuation, even if their 
antiques are not chosen 
to go forward. 

Previous programmes 
have seen a small cream 
jug sold at auction for 
£1,300; a ceramic bowl, 
bought for £4 at a car 
boot sale, achieving 
£1,500. 

More recently. Flog 


It! surprised a gentleman 
who brought in a cere¬ 
monial cup made from 
rhino horn; it later sold 
for £44,000! 

Series Producer Heidi 
Ellert says: “Paul Martin 
and the entire Flog It! 
team are really looking 
forward to bringing the 
show to Wales. National 
Museum Cardiff is 
housed in such a magnif¬ 
icent building; it will 
provide the perfect set¬ 
ting. 

“We all hope you will 
join us on the day for a 
free valuation. If you’ve 
ever wondered how 
much your boot sale bar¬ 
gains or clutter in the loft 
might be worth, now is 
your chance to find out.” 

Presenter Paul Martin 
will be joined on the day 
by antiques experts 
Mark Stacey and 
Catherine Southon. 

The National Museum 
Cardiff is at Cathays 
Park, Cardiff, CFIO 3NP. 

The Grand Hall and 
restaurant are the only 
areas of the museum 
which will be open on 
the filming day; all oth¬ 
ers will remain closed. 

The auction will take 
place on Thursday 
March 21 at Anthemion 
Auctions and will be 
broadcast as part of the 
eleventh series. 


Bridgend Athletic under-15s team 
celebrate a new sponsorship deal 



ABOVE: 

Bridgend Atletic under-15s in their new training tops. 


BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC RFC 
under-15s are cele¬ 
brating after they 
received sponsor¬ 
ship from a local 
firm. Cenin 

Limited. 

Tony Bennett, the 
coach of the under-15s, 
said: “We realise in 
these difficult times how 
hard it is for companies 


to provide sponsorship, 
so to receive support 
from Cenin is fantastic. 

“We will be able to 
attend our games - espe¬ 
cially the semi-final of 
the Ospreys Cup - look¬ 
ing professional and 
ready to take on the 
challenge”. 

Cenin, who have an 
operation at Stormy 
Down, are a pioneering 
and award-winning 


company which is help¬ 
ing to reduce the grow¬ 
ing global problem of 
excessive C02 emis¬ 
sions by manufacturing 
a range of ultra-low car¬ 
bon cement replacement 
products. 

Martyn Popham, the 
owner and managing 
director of Cenin, made 
the presentation of train¬ 
ing jackets to the team 
and said: “I am very 


proud to be involved 
with this group of play¬ 
ers, and wish them the 
best for the rest of the 
season.” 

He added: “There is a 
great sense of communi¬ 
ty at the club and a very 
impressive focus on sup¬ 
porting young players.” 


Bridgend Athletic 
under-15s will play their 
Cup semi-final on 
March 4 away to 
Bonymaen. They were 
winners of the Cup com¬ 
petition in 2009. 

Tony Bennett added: 
“The Ath have a great 
mini and junior set up 


and are always seeking 
new talent from ages of 
seven through to 16. 

“Anyone who is inter¬ 
ested should contact the 
membership secretary at 
minijunior, member¬ 
ship . ath @ gmail .com” 


Brackla pupils try new sport 


PUPILS in borough schools are getting 
the chance to try out different sports 
through a programme aimed at getting 
children more active. 

Bridgend TAGB Tae Kwon Do recently gave a 
‘taster class’ to year-6 pupils at Brackla Primary 
School, with Steve Tottle (5th Dan) and world Tae 
Kwon Do champion Nicola Turecek (3rd Dan) 
teaching the children self defence techniques. 

The class was part of the Local Authority 
Partnership Agreement (LAPA) funded ‘Sporting 
Schools’ project, which is run by Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s Active Young People 
Department (AYPD). 

The ‘sporting schools’ project features other 
sports, including table tennis and badminton, and 
through this the AYPD is introducing children to 
coaches of various local sports clubs. 

Steve’s club runs Tae Kwon Do classes suitable 
for people of any ability, gender and age, from four 
years old upwards, on Monday evenings at Brackla 
Community Centre and Wednesday evenings at 
Brackla Sports Centre (based on the Archbishop 
McGrath school site). 

The club is part of the Tae Kwon Do Association 
of Great Britain and all coaches are fully qualified. 

For further information regarding the club, con¬ 
tact Steve Tottle on 01443 226452 or visit 
WWW. blackbelt schools, com. 


ESU lunch 
in Cardiff 


THE South Wales 
branch of the 
English Speaking 
Union (ESU) held a 
lunch at the Cardiff 
City Stadium last 
week, when more 
than 100 members 
attended. 

An enthralling talk 
was given by retired 
diplomat Stephen Day 
entitled Ts the Arab 
Spring turning sour?’ 

Stephen served in the 
Yemen, Canada, Beirut 
and the United Nations 
and was Ambassador to 
Qatar and Tunisia. 

He gave background 
and experiences of 


working with political 
leaders and his views on 
events in the Middle 
East in the last year and 
on future changes in the 
area. He then stayed to 
answer questions and 
members hope that he 
will pay a return visit 
next year. 

The next meeting will 
be on April 11, when 
Colin Dexter will speak 
on Morse ’ and 
‘Crosswords’. The ESU 
schools public speaking 
finals will also be in 
March. 

For details contact 
Chairman Derek 

Morgan on 01656 
669129. 

HM 



\AB0VE: Children enjoying the taster class. 



ABOVE: 

Steve Tottle and Nicola Turecek gave pupils 
tuition in the finer aspects of Tae Kwon Do. 


Paralympian Simon backs 
tickets gesture for former 
stars ahead of 2012 Games 


TO mark the 200 
days to go mile¬ 
stone to the London 
2012 Paralympic 
Games, Welsh 
Paralympian 
Simon Richardson 
MBE has support¬ 
ed the British 
Paralympic 
Association’s 
announcement that 
it will give two tick¬ 
ets to the London 
Games to every 
retired 
Paralympian who 
has ever represent¬ 
ed Great Britain at 
the Paralympic 
Games. 


A spokesperson said: 
“This offer allows the 
BPA to recognise the 
incredible contribution 
they have made to 
British sporting success 
over the years and 
ensure that our current 
athletes will have even 
more support as they 
strive for success in the 
London. 

“It also recognises the 
heritage that we have in 
this country around the 
Paralympic Games, the 
origins of which are 
traced back to Stoke 
Mandeville hospital in 
1948.” 

REGISTER 

Simon Richardson 
MBE, who won two 
golds and a silver medal 
at the 2008 Beijing 


Games, said: “I am very 
pleased that the BPA are 
showing their support to 
retired Paralympians by 
offering them tickets to 
the London Games. 

“As this offer is only 
open to people who have 
competed in the 
Paralympic Games, I 
would really encourage 
all of my fellow Welsh 
Paralympians to register 
with the Paralympian’s 
Club so that they can 
cheer on our athletes. 

“With only 200 days 
to go now, I am really 
excited to have this 
opportunity to join the 
home crowd and I am 
looking forward to being 
able to show my support 
for ParalympicsGB.” 

Richardson was 


joined by other retired 
and competing 

Paralympians in 

expressing support, 
including Margaret 
Maughan, the first ever 
Briton to win a gold 
medal at the Paralympic 
Games. 

Any retired athletes 
interested in signing up 
should visit the BPA’s 
Paralympians ’ Club 
website at www.para- 
lympiansclub.org.uk and 
register as a member. 
The form will then be 
distributed out to the 
members. Any retired 
athletes who would pre¬ 
fer to receive their form 
by post should call the 
BPA on 0207 842 5789. 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 


TGt]© /^©TDg]D ^ 

dSMI ®5MB@D 


JL^ 0 Digital Aerials 

^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.ciangraceaerials.co.uk 



Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations , 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed | 

• Additional TV Points 

Installations ; 

^ • Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




ital 

Aerials ^ 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


L.A.P.P. 

BUILDERS 

For all your building 
requirements. 

No job too small - 
all work considered. 

01446 732903 
or 01446 405098 

lapp.builders 

@gmail.com 


<dB.[aOQ_(iiam^§©cwa©©s> 




365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work] 

. ng • f 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build ‘Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 
References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 
Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07^20 436800 
07825 418757 


GRABlt 


PLANT 

HIRE 

LTD 


O 


318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY 
Call 9)446 700535 

or visit our website 
wvvw.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 
For all your groundwork requirements, coll Wendy - 
friendly, professional advice and free estimates! 






Lillliloacda 


ISION 


^for 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 y 









This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
■ BKnds 
•Shutters 

♦Awnit^ ( solar . 

• Canopies bUndS !j 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



VALE BLINDS(Wa.es)Ltc. 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken Hh 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds HP 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 




(ftrMce^ 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


iCORONA-BUILP B 

PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 
BATHROOMS • KITCHENS • CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS • NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE • VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING • LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 


Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


TheGEM 
01446 774484 


Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


' Loft Conversions 
' Extensions/Renovations 
' Bricl<worl</Driveways 
' New Build 
• Kitchens/Bathrooms 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


Robin Jones 
Buiider 


30 years Experience^ 

"Xllprope^rty*** 

MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

« Fencing _ 


01446 402830 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

O 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BLINb SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


VOLE CARPETS 

corner ta tfocc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 




HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 

> Fast, reliable, on-site service 

> Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 

‘ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & IN.STAl.l .ATlON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 


cry»tal-Ilc 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * I 
* TVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vwvw.gdsdoors.co.ul< 


W If its wood 
VSv - we're 

SwUry ^ 300 ^ 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling • Maintenance • Patios 

Call Peter 07749 617322 





gy* RE^FIT 

CEstahlished Familv Biisinessi 


(Established Family Business) 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
VEKA member isTecommended ^ ^ 
by Steve Davis * ^ ^ . 


0% FINANCE 


r- 


FREE 

VERTICAL BLINDS | 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! 


CH 









www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
^ Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 SAP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
I SERVICES 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken_ 

DuluxA^l 



i 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


D.GULUVER“iri 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
• No Job too Small 
§ 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

• QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


Fora 
Free 
Quote. 


^0 


Internal 
& External 

VN Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

•01446 795520 
07891 768151 /" 






Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic ancC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken rommcrdaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^ 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


4§iiSMiiriiE 



INSTA 

ELECTRIC 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding * Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 

■ 


01446 733773 
07816091425 


NAm 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

by 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmre£fell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 








Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


IWlNfOMf nc UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 
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Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


I A) LI Electrical 1 

All DomeMk Elnirkil Wort 

All lighting and power • Fuse board upgrades 
Fauit finding • Professionai, Honest, Reiiabie 
24 Hour, 7 Days A Week Emergency Caii-Out Service 
Eiecsa Part P Registered • Aii Work Certificated 


01446 749765 or 07970 755809 


S.M. Vaughan 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


"h 


• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
® Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services Est 1978 
WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 





HIVI Garden Services 

ESTABLISHED 2000 

• FENCING Repaired, Replaced, Renewed 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 

n 

“(T) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
J_l SERVICES 


WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Bridge <fs 

Vale V 

Tree Serkces' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 
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FIVE STAR R00RNG& BUILDING 


:Coni|)leir Garrlpii SpnTf<^i 

M-V. tNli • kin* • lurhs f^UiUX Ml iKiliv 
ASD • <^ALLi. KTM% ASD K1KI4 

Trlviibufit: §1446 4I^>H 
or «77b5 611753 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


UortkUif^ 

SALES. SERVICE • REPAIRS . SPARES 

lAMfR MOVliFRS > AIOE-064 • 
srmmvRS * aiko oarow Accmomn 

WINTIR KRVICl SPfiClAU 

Jl^gl^dVorta 

Mott makos aarvicad and ripairtd 


ValaBuMM 
mmmrn CowbndgaCfTITPf 

Tttli 01446 77B602 


LiMdQM. 




Discount Heating Services 


(Gas) Design, Install, Upgrade, Repair 
No Call Out Fee (Special rates for OAP) 

All work guaranteed 2 years 

The Best, Prompt Service, for Less cost. 

Reg. over 20 years 


CaU 07439 937290 For immediate response 
or 01446 506242 for next day service 




k! Services 

^For all your plumbing 
- requirements 

Got a leaky tap, 
need to move a 
radiator, installing a 
new kitchen, putting 
in a bathroom suite, 
new shower? 

> <Bamf 07772383778 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


S.M. Vaughan 

MMERCL 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


‘DC Piumbinff 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

JT 

0rf»M4l4t» 


Q? jJl Plumbing &Heating 

" ^ H Geoff Maunder, 

I H 124 The Headlands, Barry 

' 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 
COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 
Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 


^ rrnv 




The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


J P EOWAROS 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 526644 


014^790127 07719 005S20 

h*OCJ^Lt. KH,rW 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



CELTIC gi 
PLUMBING W 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 ^ 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too smaii 


Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 




B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

dFAST2><RELIABlj>d24/7 
If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 
and installation 

• CCTV surveys 01 446 

• Biockaoes cleared 

• Drain repairs 550098 


_ ng • 

Single Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Leaa work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpot1@btinternet.com 


Advertise your 
Company in 

O 




01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.sMveyroofing.co.uk ■■ 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 




Cowbridge & Vale lllip Plastering 

PLASTERERS I l/ilservices 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


[ Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

QUALITY 

PLASTERING SERVICE 

No Job Too Small - Free Quotes 

07812093098 




m 




JMC Ryan A Son 

Roonng 



SteMntf dMNf riMfitf 


oFIC GmtimHog/ fmmdmu 


ChimmRf 

Q 

Lmmd YmUrnym / fiamkioga 

FM Romfkfg Spmaimkmta 



^ Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor tra inin g 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Qne week crash courses including test 
(J5 Sl,- I • Automatic Vehicles now available 

^ 0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




CarMeyLogic ' 

FOR ALL YOUR AUTOLOCK WORK 

Car Entry, Key Cutting, Programming and Full 
Diagnostic Work undertaken. Distance no issue. 

08000 699841 • 07928 459992 
www.carkeylogic.co.uk 


BMbtil 


aTi r ntQrm(9\vM ^ 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^. 


LlRICYCLE 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 

IS 


Abacus S^p Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 



2 yard £79 

4 yard £99 

5.5 yard £109 
8 yard £149 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


£63 
£81 
£89 
£130 

030 4549 
£16(r 



ra 


INSTAC 

SKIP HIRE LTD / 

Mini, Midi & Large Buiiders Skips] 

Delivered and Collected 
O Discount ONLY on hardcore skips O 
WASTE COLLECTIONS ' 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading ^ 

Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF L_ 

B a Tel: 01446 421072 





Established o^r 23years ^ 

rfilestyle 

^ ^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

□ 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 n 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Rehable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




R.DTiling 

Services 


Tel: 01656 720446 
Mob: 07747 116067 


|Fun-2-Drive 
(passed it? 
Inot yet?? 

IyOU WILL!!! 

Ispecialist in 
I Intensive Courses 


7 ' LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
V 07798 501267 


CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 

Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 

Tel: 07834 407911 


m\ 




TUITION 


Quailfled & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 
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Full & Part 
Time Cooks 

in Barry Area 

Required to work days, 
evenings and weekends 
for two busy restaurants. 
Experience and references 
essential. 

Tel: 07813 393586 


Part Time 
Bar Staff 

Apply in writing to: 
Mark Mcliveen 
Fontygary Leisure Park 
Fontygary Road 
Rhoose CF62 3ZT 

Tel: 01446 710386 


1, DELIVERY 
IK DRIVER 
•»' REQUIRED 

, stoves, chimneys and 
ansit vans sometimes 
ce essential. The posi- 
e 4 days a week with 
nd involves helping in 
' to Adam Pedersen at 
jsiness Park, Llandow, 
or Email adam.peder- 

Ibpsta 

For deliveries of our logs 
kitchens on our own tn 
pulling a trailer, experien 
tion is currently part tim 
occasional early start a 
the warehouse. Send C\ 
Topstak, Unit 42, Vale Bi 
Cowbridge, CF71 7PF ^ 
sen @ topstak.co.uk 


.<^ UandowIMib 


LICENSEE) FACILITY; 
^STILL OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRfiP 
£i to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 




1 m 

Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


\ 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


[ ^ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
. Barry 


with ' 
md 

ntal i 

A 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JVlINIJVlUJyi 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


COOPER 

Stanley Lewis 

Suddenly on 11th February 2012, Stan of Llantwit 
Major. Dear loved husband of the late Lilian, loving 
father of Kenneth, June, Angela and the late 
Annette, fether-in-law of Loraine. 

A much loved grandfather of Ian and wife Raehel, Riehard, 
lisa, David, Lewis and Chloe and great grandfather of 
Joshua, Samuel and Connor and cousin of Barbara. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, Llantwit 
Major until the Funeral Service on Wednesday, 22nd 
February 2012 in Coychurch Crematorium at 2.15pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations, if desired, to RD.S.A. 
No black at Stan’s request. 


I 


DAVIES 

VIVIENNE 

Gavin, Leighton, Michael and family would like to 
thank aU friends, neighbours, customers of Tudor 
Garage and the village of Ystradowen for their many 
cards and words of comfort and support during 
Vivienne’s il ln ess. 

Thanks must also go to her sisters, friends, carers and 
District Nurses who enabled Vivienne to spend her last 
days at home. A special thank you to Dr Terry Stuart 
who was always there for both Vivienne and myself, 
not only in a professional capacity but as a good friend. 
My thanks to Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors and 
Minster Heather WeddeU for a beautiful Service and for 
the donations received in respect of Cancer Research 
Wales and to the many who attended the Funeral to say 
their last goodbyes to Vivienne. 

Words are not enough to thank you all. 


Betty Williams 

The Reverend Norman Wil liams and family 
wish to thank relatives and friends for their 
kindness and sympathy shown following the 
death of Betty, also for the many cards and 
messages that they have received and for the 
donations to the NSPCC. 


Kathleen Malings 

Peacefully on February 1, in hospital after a short 
illness, Kathleen, aged 91 years, of Rhoose. Beloved 
wife of the late Leslie John, she will be sadly missed 
by all her family. Resting at the Private Funeral Home 
of W James & Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday 
February 23, service 1.45pm at Porthkerry Church 
followed by private cremation. No flowers by request, 
donationsin lieu if desired to MacMillan Nurses c/o 
Mrs C James, 11 Fo nm on Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


To see your Family 
Notice in The GEM, 
please contact us on 
01446 774484 or via 
e-mail at 


tindlenews 

.co.uk 


MURRAY 

Lynda 

Suddenly in the early 
morning of 13th 
February, Lynda of 
2 Edmund Place, 
Barry. Passed away. 

Tony Davies her 
beloved partner will 
miss her greatly. 

Funeral arrangements 
to be arranged. 


^^^/ongratulations 

KIRSJY and DAVID 

(Privett) (Spargo) 

on your 

Engagement 

in Egypt 

Lots of love, Nanny, Grampy, 
Rachael, Mark, Jo and Ryan 

^ ^ X X X ^ ^ 

Z 12 



SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


HOWE 

Stephen William 

Suddenly on 9th February at his 
home in St Athan, Howie beloved 
husband of Dawn, brother-in-law of 
Billy, uncle of Tracey and Dean. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W. James & Sons, Fonmon. Funeral 
details to be arranged. 




W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


^rk t^de^ndent 
^^meral ^Zrectors 

* Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

* Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfimerals.co.iik 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB ^ 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 



W A Brown Son 


di OirAClOfft 


• FjiMiai p4«-pfl|Tnsr< piars 

Pen^brok9 House. 

College Slreel, Licintvffl 
01446 76(2 489 




Town Centre 

Rooms available 
in shared house. 

Starting at £60 per week 

Tel: 07896 013563 


TO LET 

UNIT 

Lower Greenway 
Farm, Bonvilston 

£60 per week 

Tel: 01446 781255 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

MOOERN INOUSTRIAL 
STORAGE/WORKSHOPS 

RENTS FROM 
£150 per week 

07850 204481 



Ceitiral BaiW 

3 bedroom house, 
GCH, unfurnished. 
Bond & References 
Reqnired 
£575 pern 

Tel: 07971 289945 


2000 

Daewoo Lanos 
1.6 sx 

Green, 13 months MOT, 
5 months Tax. 

£720 

01446 794165 or 
07923 103922 


2007 

Urban Fox (1.2) 

Black, 3 months 
MoT + Road Tax, 
52,300 miles 

£3,750 

07885 852859 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
I lantwit-major-today.co. u k 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



<nfflg)ij(aGpa [F®[p 


2 Fridgidare 
Fridges 

under worktop, 

91 Litre with freezer 
compartment, VGC. 

£40 each ono 
01446 792930 , 


Ladies black, 
Salomon Divine RS 

Ski Boots 

size 41/2/5, 
Good Condition 

£65 

07876 475015 


Two 3ft 

Pine Beds 

with two large drawers 

£75 for both. 

Will sell separate. 

01446 774915 


Leather, Cream 

Piece Suite 

two seater sofa, 

2 armchairs 
(one is a recliner) 

£200 ono 
01446 742560 


Four Winter 
Tyres 

205x55xR16 
Very Low Miles 

£120 

07966 059397 
01446 774238 e. 


Power Trainer 

Bodi-Tek Pro. 
Unwanted Christmas 
Present. Too old to use it. 
Cost £400 Sell £250 
Instruction book & DVD 
included. 

01446 796447 


Three Piece Suite 
in lavender. Excellent 
condition. £150 
Terracotta two 
seater settee £50 
Calor gas fire 
Glass fronted £70 
Wood surround £10 
Marsell Beice 
Hearth £20 

01446 420598^ 


Desk Nathan Classic 

teak, 2 drawers for 
files, 3 other drawers 

£95 

Bookcase G Plan 

light oak, glass front¬ 
ed, 2 shelves £45 

01446 773135 
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Girl’s Apollo moun¬ 
tain bike £30 
2 single divan beds 
(with drawer base) 

£45 each 
or £75 both 
1 large dolls house 
- £20 

2 ikea armchairs, 

rust covers, dark wood 
frame - £50 both 

Tel: 01446 711076 


Dining 

Tabie 

Solid Dark Oak, 
extends to 7’, as new 
Cost £600 

Now £450 ono 
01446 750283 , 


2 Seater Leather 
Sofa (new) & (new) 

Electric Fire 
£150 

Single Bed (new) 

& Mattress (new) 
£150 
Heat Foot 
Massager (new & 
still in box) £50 

01656 890489„ 


Wardrobe 

Large medium 
oak wardrobe 
with drawers 

£200 as new 
01446 751344 


Newworld 

Gas Cooker 

55cm width, high level 
grill, white. 24 months 
old with instructions. 
Can be seen working. 

£170 

01446 794510 


Tunturi E80 
electronic upright 
Exercise Bike 
(never been used) 

£150 

Horizon Fitness RSC 
200 semi-recumbent 
electronic 

Exercise Bike £100 

Beth bikes in excellent 
condition. 

Tel: Rhoose 

01446 719918 


Matching Tables 

(26x26x20) £35 
(28x47x16) £45 
Maple with black 
granit inserts. 

Webber BBQ 

with attachments 

0144C4S3873 


Wool Rugs 

Variety sizes. 
Good condition. 
Subject to sensible 
offer prices. 

07970 400553 



Brighter Moves are now 
in receipt of an offer for 
the sum of £66,000 for 
10 Acland Road, 
Bridgend, CF31ITF. 

Anyone wishing to place an offer 
on the property should contact 
Brighter Moves Estate Agents, 
Suite 119A, Wyndham House, 
Wyndham Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 lEF. Tel No 01656 655936 
prior to exchange of contracts. 
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www.renaultretail.co.uk 


live. love, drive 

OUR EXCLUSIVE MANAGER’S SPECIAL 

201111-Plate Renault Wind Gordini 


• 4,126 mles* Malta Blue •WAS £11996 MnMMiifenaunr«iail.cs.uk 

NOW£10495 


DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE TANK OF FUEL VOUCHER AVAILABLE ONUNE AT VVWW.renaultretail.CO.uk 


N10CIUIIOiHOOUSfJDOCII«BCNS(teralA«t31«t*i«rcaR . IKISi im«aANeNatliUm9<terMd7tI)Orttattan _ 

W10miWQAI«CX)M1AOVWMflQMfTaV1DIIT4»(n^ CIQJBM imciJOIJOrmAIMICTOMTQMStvrtfym . 

NNlAOmA^ttOOOYIIMIOIEf^dDVVtoOWiQUam*^ HyM iniKDNCI^OCIIMnaGIISteTtAc^ndlvtem .... 

W1IICWIIC«Wl€<XM>€1IOQOTNTOilTiOM)fi(y|]lWft7m ...ittm layi nriCTnmTWWnin 1 1 fciiii If II ■ nil Nilui_ 

NEWCLOUOaOOriUiaOlftTOlimScImrm^iaMIr^ ...iMB |«iiax>i30C10mAIKloeYfMTCW9owrwno«in»iWM«KW^_ 

l«».aAI«CXIiFtUCW«IAW^ ni>.» «0UO1iTU«)CIVH-WMI>.twrn.nn - 

iimscnicaMQ^uiKicMueQiis^NKomT*a«rr«i ... cvijm 

linVHHUV«COUr>(CAei4TURBOOYIIMiai€TQMT)OM3to OAWI . 

N€WICOAI€<»lF€1ieCIOWWaNQU€10UTO«3iMfwiUfT^ .. ClIjUl ^II OOOCW |l4AUTDMTWIWtlKy»>1IM»cw ... ... 

NewK<uiciraitvoiiieNij)eameiMWEOOb(fc«M«i»i5^^. vum aJOWQeTiog*iioaMu»K6«twt»w«aowwo«r(»^iMiwtt — 

NmciJ024IKIIAULnraO3(fc»i^tteliSMaTte MoiMkp__ 4IVW F«ITA14Zn*CSiJIJWqrtA»llWDr^itoan4B(^ 

limHNIII«€XIJf«2i)RBWUA.T»OIIT3ftarn^iivi^OCBeff*iVCBirtW» Cft/M lOWCXOMQCMDMIilrvrraARtA* 1||IX)riii»^Qan4Aow>BM 


-inm 

XtIJM 

. am 


ciitw 

CiijMI 

CMN 

am 

,eiim 

sum 


KEEP YOUR CAR IN 'RP-TOP CONDITION WITH A TA&ORMADE 

SERVICE PLAN from oniy £13 PER MONTH 


' RENAULT 
RETAIL 
GROUP 

1 

1 

SEE MORE ONUNE AT 

www.reiiaultFetail.co.uk , 

1 RENAULT CARDIFF | 

295 Penarlti Road, Cardiff CF11 8UU I 
Telephone 029 2148 0141 |: 
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18 -year-old golf star urges 
young to perform above par 


WALES’ young 
golfing sensation, 
Rhys Pugh, is help¬ 
ing to find the stars 
of the future by 
backing a new 
training scheme 
offered by the Vale 
Resort to encourage 
more young people 
to try the sport. 

The Pontypridd 18- 
year-old, who was 
recently crowned the 
‘BBC Cymru Wales 
Carwyn James Junior 
Sportsman of the Year’ 
after becoming the 
youngest ever person to 
win the Amateur Order 
of Merit at the Welsh 
Men’s Amateur 

Championship, started 
off his glittering career at 
the Vale Resort’s junior 
coaching programme in 
2002. 

Since then, he has 
gone on to win three out 
of three matches for 
Great Britain and Ireland 



at the 2011 Walker Cup, 
the amateur equivalent 
of the Ryder Cup, and 
was awarded Wales’ 
joint ‘Top Amateur 
Golfer of 2011’ by the 
Golfing Union of Wales, 
along with Amy 
Boulden. 

He holds the record as 
the youngest player to 
represent Wales, an hon- 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Roy Kmy Cor, 

H. 1. fr. 

> r.\. I If t iiiii. ‘.-.ii iv 
1 1*^1 pritt - pall I h 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769000517 


our he achieved as a 15- 
year-old in the 2009 
Home Internationals. 

Rhys, who is studying 
in East Tennessee 
University, USA, com¬ 
petes on the challenging 
US collegiate golf tour. 

He said: “I’ve been a 
member of the golf club 
at the Vale Resort since I 
was eight years old, and 
the teaching and encour¬ 
agement I received from 
instructors there all those 
years ago has been 
invaluable grounding for 
my career so far. 

“I hope that the Vale’s 
new scheme will harness 
this renewed interest 
young people are show¬ 
ing for golf, and encour¬ 
age more young people 
to follow in my footsteps 
by picking up a club and 
getting out on to the 
green.” 

The new junior golf¬ 


ing package at the Vale 
Resort at Hensol is 
aimed at enabling more 
young people to take up 
the sport. 

Open to young people 
aged between eight and 
18 years old, it includes 
free access to the Vale’s 
Academy Coaching 

Scheme, a copy of the 
academy’s coaching 

manual and more than 50 
per cent off the junior 
membership subscription 
for the first year. 

Clive Coombs, golf 
manager at the Vale 
Resort, said: “Rhys is 
just one of our members 
who has achieved great 
things by using the facil¬ 
ities and coaching here at 
Vale Resort, and we’re 
extremely grateful that 
he’s helping us encour¬ 
age the next generation 
to get excited about 
golf.” 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 



2004 RENAULT Clio Expression. 

Black, MoT Jan 13, service history 
e/w, c/I, p/s, alloys.£2,495 



2003 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 

Silver, fsh, e/w, c/I, s/r.£2,395 



F VOLKSWAGEN T25 Crewcab 1.9 
turbo diesel. 5 speed, tax Aug 12’, 
MoT Sept 12’. £6,495 



www.auto-pro.co.uk 

F VOLKSWAGEN T25 Crewcab 1.9 Tube diesel. 5 

speed, tax Aug 12’, MoT Sept 12’, Tel for more details 

.£6,495 

08 FORD Galaxy 7 seaterTDCi. 6 speed manual, silver, 
alloys, tax March 2012, MoT Feb 2013, a/c . .£5,995 
98 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged V8. Low miles, air con, 

alloys, taxed to 02/12, service history.£4,995 

57 07 FORDKA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In 
black, 2 keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, 

FSH, low miles 30k.£3,495 

03 FORD Mondeo TDCi 130 bhp. 6 speed manual, 

alloys, a/c, remote locking.£2,495 

52 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 T Spark 3-dr. Silver, MoT 

2013, tax April 2012, MoT Feb 2013.£1,995 

03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4.5-dr, alloys, c/s, p/w, a/c, service 

history, MoT Oct 12, tax April 12, mileage 69k. 

.£1,895 

00 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7 seater. 1 owner, air con, sun 
roof, alloys, full Vauxhall service history, taxed to 04/12 

.£1,795 

00 CITROEN Saxo West Coast 1.4. Just serviced, MoT 
March 13’, tax May 12, 88k miles. £1,495 


Peugeot Bipper Tepee mixes 
business with real pleasure! 


DON’T mix business 
with pleasure...That old 
adage has stood many a 
businessman and 
woman in good stead, 
including my successful 
old boss at Hampshire 
the county magazine, 
who has since sadly 
passed away. 

Paul Cave, who was 
also legendary crooner 
Frankie Vaughan’s manag¬ 
er, used to frequently 
advise colleagues on the 
subject. He was well 
placed to, being married to 
Joan for over 60 years. 

But even he conceded 
that there can be occasions 
where these two pursuits 
sit as comfortable bedfel¬ 
lows, such as when broker¬ 
ing deals on the golf 
course, as he frequently 
did. 

In much the same way, 
the van-like Peugeot 
Bipper Tepee represents an 
interesting opportunity for 
savvy small traders or taxi 
drivers with families. 
Monday to Friday, it pro¬ 
vides versatile transport for 
lugging loads, with ample 
room for deliveries and 
ease of access thanks to 
sliding rear doors, which 
could also be helpful for 
disabled passengers. 

My wife finds these 
doors very easy and hght- 
weight to open when com¬ 
pared to standard car doors. 
Come the weekend this 
unusually named vehicle (I 
have researched this name 
and it appears that ‘Bipper’ 
is completely made up 
while ‘Tepee’ is a form of 
tent) doubles up as highly 
capable family transport 
with a good amount of 
room ins ide. 

What a great option for 
the small business wanting 
to keep a tight rein on the 
budget: invest in one vehi¬ 
cle rather than two. 

On taking dehvery of a 
bright red example. 
Postman Pat instantly 
sprang to mind, while work 
colleagues asked whether, 
now that I was driving a 
Fire Service vehicle, I had 
a blue light to stick on the 
roof. These comments 
aside, the Pug offers very 
well priced (sub-£14,000), 
comfortable and economi¬ 
cal transport. 

It is noticeably quite 
high off the ground, giving 
the driver a good view of 
the road ahead. Inside, all 
controls are within easy 
reach and while there is no 
central armrest the driver’s 
seat incorporates a useful 
folding one. 

Driver comfort is para- 


MOTORING WITH TIM SAUNDERS 



mount and Peugeot is par¬ 
ticularly strong in this area. 
There’s even a footrest, 
which is quite something 
considering that the much 
dearer Volvo S60 doesn’t 
have one. The steering 
wheel is helpfully moulded 
ensuring that the hands sit 
in the all-important 10 and 
two o’clock positions. 

There’s a reasonable 
five-speed box, which can 
be a little indecisive partic¬ 
ularly when changing 
down from fifth to fourth. 

Plenty of headroom will 
please those over six-foot 
while the dash provides 
much storage space. There 
are no carpets, instead the 
floors are covered in a low 
maintenance, hardwearing 
anti-slip black plastic. 
There are also electric front 


windows. 

When negotiating a 
roundabout, the driver’s 
right leg, which is at the 
same height as the door 
handle, can sometimes 
push it, resulting in all the 
doors locking. 

Arguably the tailgate 
would be more user-friend¬ 
ly if it was split fold - in its 
current form it is cumber¬ 
some when opening. 

The Bipper Tepee has to 
compete against others 
including the almost identi¬ 
cal Citroen Berlingo and 
the slightly peculiar Skoda 
Roomster. ^^ere the latter 
looks as if Skoda didn’t 
bother consulting a design¬ 
er at least it seems that one 
has cast their eyes over the 
Peugeot. While its appear¬ 
ance is still perhaps an 


acquired taste, once you’re 
behind the wheel you don’t 
really care what it looks 
like anyway. 

Parkers, the car experts, 
write: “The Bipper Tepee is 
a small yet practical mn- 
about that’s based on the 
Bipper van - something 
that’s evident in its boxy 
looks and rather sparse 
cabin. It may not look very 
dynamic, but the square 
shape means plenty of inte¬ 
rior space and a large boot. 
The rear bench seat can 
fold down, plus it’s remov¬ 
able, allowing you to boost 
the carrying ability to van¬ 
like proportions. On the 
road it’s easy to drive and 
happy at motorway speeds, 
while the compact size 
makes it a doddle to 
squeeze into small parking 
spots.” 

You can’t really fault 
this very well priced vehi¬ 
cle. 

It’s efficient, offers bags 
of space and is pretty nippy 
too. 

Peugeot Bipper Tepee 
Outdoor with engine 
stop/start £13,245. 
0-60mph: 16.8secs, 

Top speed: 99mph, 
Power: 75bhp, 

Economy: 65mpg (com¬ 
bined). 


• 4,126 iNlefi 

• Blue 

• WAS £11906 



ifve. k^ie. drrue 

201111-Plate Renault Wind 
Gordlni 


NOW £10495 


DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE TANK OF FUEL VOUCHER 

r i.. INF *T wvi i CO.Uk 



51 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1 

3-dr, 1 owner, s/r, c/l, e/w, service 
history .£1,795 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


LANDOW 





_r 


' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



(01656) 

>660160 


Ful itaLols avalalDte on our erabsita 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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Ran 






Probdbly The 
Lowest Priced 


SAT NAV USERS 

CF641JG 


The Penarth Motor Company in The me 

All Cars Reduced! New MoT with Every Car! 6 Month Warranty 
with Every Car! OH and RIter Service with Every Car! 


04 04 Citroen Xsara Picasso 
Desire 2.0 HDi Diesei 

63k 








01 Y Audi A2 1.4 SE 


02 52Vauxhall Zafira 
1.8 Comfort 

7 seats 


07 56 Peugeot 207 1.6 HDi 
Sport Diesei 

5dr 


03 03 Voikswagen Beetle 
I 2.0 Auto. Full leather, air con, 
alloys, spoiler 


01 Y Audi A6 2.5 TDi 155 SE 

Cambelt changed. 
Fantastic value 


104 54 Citroen Xsara Picasso | 
1.6 HDi Desire Diesel 

Aircon. 


04 04 Renault Clio 
182 Cup Sport 

65k 


1997 P Mercedes Benz 
SLK Auto 230K 

Only 73k, immaculate 


05 55 Renauit Ciio 5-dr 1.2 
Dynamique 

Air con, alloys, 40k 




07 07 MiNi COOPER Sport 

2 owners, 46k, FSH 


03 03 RENAULT 
Megane Scenic Fidji 1.6 

56k 


04 54 Renauit Megane Scenic 
1.5 DCi Expression 

Diesel, air con, alloys 


07 57 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 Life 3-door 

Air con 


08 08 Fiat Punto 1.4 
Active Sport 

3-door 






06 56 Ford Fiesta 
TDCi Zetec 

Air con, 5-door, alloys, 63k 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, 
diesel, FSH 


08 08 Ford Fiesta Zetec S 

3-door, alloys, air con 


59 Nissan Note Accenta 

Auto. 5-dr. 22k. 1 owner 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
ACiass170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 


Z -j 




09 59 Seat ibiza Sport 1.4 

3-door, 1 owner, FSH, 22k 


07 57 Mercedes Benz C220 
Sport Coupe Auto Diesei 

FSH 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


04 53 Vauxhall Zafira 
2.0 DTi Diesel 

Seven seats 


05 05 Jaguar X-Type 2.0 
Classic Diesel 


Foi 

WWV\I 

r full Stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

r.thepenarthmotorco.co.u 

Ik 

1 WE CAN SOURCE ANY 

1 CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
■ colour BEST PRICES!! 
1 Just Give Us A Cal 

02920 707090 

Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 

AaCARS 

CHECKED 
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freaftie to- do- 


LARGEST SELECT ON OF CARS N BARRY 


BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 


Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER” 


www.howemotors.co.uk 


ALFA ROMEO 159 1.9 LUSSO 


AUDI A3 1.9 TDl Sport 

tv 


AUDI A4 2.5 TDl 163 Sport 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 


OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


£5,995 


£9,995 


£8,995 


TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 


BMW 1 senes 1 20 D M sport 


BMW 3 Senes 320D SE 


CARS FROM 
£295-£49.995 


COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 


£19,995 


£3,995 


BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 


CHRYLER Grand Voyager 2.8 


FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

WiUUJJ 


FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame 


FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 


Wmm 


»i-.'-'iitjf 


CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 




RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 


CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 


£7,995 


£4,795 


£3,495 


£3,995 


FORD Mondeo 2.0 TD Ci 130 Gh ia X 


DEFENDER Tp5 110 2.5 


FREELANDER 2.2 TD4 SE 


NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 




Sim 


J s I I 

4 ^ 


WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 


ONLINE SHOWROOM 


£3,495 

MINI COOPER 1.6 


£7,995 


£16.995 


NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta R ■ SAAB 9-3 1.8 T Vector Sport ■ SAAB 9-3 1.9 TID Vector 








£4 


995 


£4 


495 


£6 


995 


TOYOTA 


Rav 


D-4D 


VAUXHALL 


Zafira 


CDTl 


VW 


Golf 


Match 


TD 


VW 


Polo 


Twist 


dr 


AUDI BMW CITROEN 
FORD HONDA 
JAGUAR LEXUS 
MAZDA NISSAN 
PEUGEOT RENAULT 
SEAT VW VOLVO 


£12 


995 


£6 


995 


£7 


995 


£3 


495 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. 


^ blackhorse 


Firsi RMpoiMS 
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Get the Ford 

and enjoy a three month payment holiday with Ford Options 




NEW FIISTA EDGE 30 R HATCHBACK 125 
OOPSPETRCX MANUAL 


Only 


FORD FIESTA EDGE 3DR HATCHBACK 1.25 

• Air conditioning * Colour coded bumpers • Remote central (ocicirtg 

• Electric tfont windows • Metallic paint extra 

FORDTHORNE 

281 Penarth Road. Cardiff CRl 8YZ 029 2022 3100 
e-malU sales@ifordthorne.co.uk 


lUIOOkn^ httCtr tia«n |?JiX f«ti« utwi b4i<4A|,a»TtnfdSU (SSl Oitdl COTfn«M»cntf7C(|Am 


RyJOwipfts Rgp>wrttatr»ee*arxie_ 

3 monfftty oas^vmnt% £0.00 

24 mofCNf ojpmfircs C170.T7 

Onh PiicW 11L.20S0O 

Zintvmm Otopcae* CJ.GCXIOO 

AnxKTt of ciFdt OO 

TWal ct«rfelor cnrtx <»nc £30 pu«cnaae £7^.20 

ToCaJ amojrt payaba by customv £1QX)SS20 

GMFv lootlorairWaipdpmfint) i4.74S12 

%^‘wi^ par.. iUim bOOC 

Cacmn rrfjMHe cKani* Ipenc* prv ml»| CjOp 

Pornnan^ rvtP rttiMn 4OT90«*i 

4 9Mi APR reprgaentatte^ 



Feel the difference 

I www.tordtlwne.co.uk | 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT^S • DISCS • SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WIHTER? 


EXHAUSTS 

TDRTVAUX>tULCOKSA1J(93-OI) 

115331 
latS&fllCER 
oiMcr 

£19.95 


STANDARD TYRES knn 


£33.75 



I6S/70TR13. FROM ONLY £33.n 

175/70TR14 .. FROM ONLY £39.f. 

175/6STR14. FROM ONLY £39..s 


PERFDRMANCE TYRES lr»n 


£44.25 

185/60HR14 . FROM ONLY £44.» 

185/65HR15. FROM ONLY £48 .4S 

19S/65HR15. FROM ONLY £49*s 


HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES tn» 


£47.95 


FRH WINTIR SAFnr CHia . CAU US TODIY 


PRIMIUM TYRI SPICIAiS 

fea/a«a I*f1 twl tlRr^ 

irvuiRM fiiMMtHdtMA £5l.tS E99 CI90 
iKMiiri] AMMiroN £S4uS0 £110 £310 
MVSVKM InaMNtEtin £79.fS £1SS £399 
m>«iRi7 £1l5n £328 £43$ 


BARRY 

CordifI Rocjd. Cadoaton 
Borry 

CF 63 20 W “ 

01446 733167 



BATTiRIES 

UKM3E 

^ OMtr 

^ Y £46.95 

f WITH4«AI 

^ WAKRANIY 


19S/60VR15__ 

FROM 

ONLY 

£47.«s 

195/65VR15.. 

FROM 

ONLY 

£49.u 

205/55VR16. 

FROM 

ONLY 

£49.9s 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE 

TYRES 

Inii 

»£51. 

205/55WR16. 

FROM 

ONLY 

£51 .rs 

22S/4SWR17. 

FROM 

ONLY 

£57.ts 

235/40WR18. 

FROM 

ONLY 

£61 .*B 


B roul TYRI «n 5 aoT smvR fuasc uu rai a ouor atvii. 
Mi Moiism mas imi no ubmi ixiust 




CARDIFF 

171 Ppnarili Road 
Cardiff AA i 
CFii err zT 

029 20 382644 



A 1m4|. irt^ f 



WC ARC OPEN: MONOAV • FRIOAV 6.00om 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE 


•VISA 


B.30V9fn. SATURDAYS 6.00am • 4.00pm. 

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all imajor credit cards accepted. 
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STARRING 

AYGO YARIS AURIS iO VERSA AVENSIS PAIRS ARRIS RYRRID 
VERSR-S RRRAN CRRISER RAV4 LANR CRRISER 

HURRY THESE AMAZING OFFERS ARE ONLY AVAILARLE BETWEEN 8th FEBRUARY - 19th FEBRUARY 
Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road< Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858349 

u/ww.toyotaworldbndgend.toyota.co.uk 


BREATHTAKING 


4 DAYS REMAINING.. 

These amazing 12 Plate Offers indude... 

SAVMCSOFUPTO 

£4.000 

Plus 

NODEPOSn&OroFMANCE 

Anlableiiiiscletttiliieiarolliis. 


TOYOTA 



year 

TOVOTA 

UlAWIAMTy 


>UiliBiHruiinilMilWiWv)tlli%m»li 
h liflWiBRaiNfwBiltNiiiKiillUPOfhiiw 
Tp-mWOiUh ^■UlBienim 


•mm INhenaaMm me* miOO Pwp««ii« 
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Our cust omers : include local and national main dealers including Ferrari, 

Ford j^Citroig n'?Mercedes and South Wales largest Used Car Supermarkets!! 
,nieirIcome'to us because sve rai4y are South Wales leading Diagnostic 

W^FACILmESiEOlTALC EUROPEAN & PRESTIGE MAKES 






The Euro Specialists 


5Wood^lall1 Road 
Bany Docks CF63 4JE 
08000337807 
www.petTnoweo.ltd.uk 
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Just a selection of our 


08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£5,995 


03 FORD Fusion 
1.6 

Manual, red, 53,935 miles 

£3,295 



94 MERCEDES C200 
Avantgorde Auto 

in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£10,495 


54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 



07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.9 CDTi 120 Club 

In Black, 92,000 miles, diesel, 7 seoter 

£5,495 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 42,000 Miles 

£14,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model) in black with 
creann leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports 

coupe.£19,995 

08 HONDA S2000 In met. grey with black leather with 

red stitching, 6,000 miles, only .£14,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique 

Convertible in blue, 27,000 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

03 MERCEDES Cl 80 Coupe SE Auto. Met blue, 
43,000 miles with leather and full glass roof .£5,695 
06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 PEUGEOT 206CC 1.6 Allure in black with cream 

leather, 43,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

52 MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance SE Auto. In jade met, 
84,000 mile example at.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

02 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto. In champagne with 

cream leather, 72,000 miles .£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc.£3,495 

03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

04 MGZT 1.8. In Red, 50,000 miles, fantastic value at 
.£2,495 

53 MGZT 2.5 Auto. In Bright met. blue with two-tone 
half leather trim, 82,000 miles, sports saloon £2,495 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local convertible, in superb condition at only .£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport In yellow, 14,000 miles, low 

road tax, superb at.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-Dr. In bright met blue, 

54,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

53 MINI One. In black, 36,000 miles with A/C, pepper 

pack, CD.£4,995 

06 VOLVO S60 2.0 TSE In met. grey, 79,000 miles, 

high specification .£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life in met red, 33,000 
miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

55 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active in black, 26,000 miles, 2 

owners .£3,295 

05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 5-dr in black, 58,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,795 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch .£3,495 

53 FORD Fusion 3 In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto in black, low running 

costs -t- £30 Road Tax.£2,995 

56 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SX 5-dr. In ice blue, 

21,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Life 7-seater in met green, 

52,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr Auto. In 

Met Red, 57,000 miles .£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch .£2,995 

03 SEAT Ibiza 1.9TDi SE 5-dr. In met-bronze with 

alloys etc.£2,995 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. Met. Grey/Black, 35,000 

miles, with A/C .£2,995 

05 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.2 SE 5-Dr. In met red, 

17,000 miles from new.£2,795 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 
65,117 miles .£2,495 



06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 



06 FORD Fiesta ST 


Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Miles, Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 



06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 


5-dr, in bright met blue, 54,000 miles, 
2 owners 


£4,995 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

Rac 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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SECOND HALF REVIVAL PUTS TEAM IN THE DRIVING SEAT 

Battling Scots regain pride 
as Wales pursue title dream 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


HAT a difference a year 
makes... Struggling Wales made 
the long journey north to 
Edinburgh almost exactly 12 months ago, 
on an eight-game losing streak, with head 
coach Warren Gatland’s position under 
growing threat, amid mutterings fanned 
by the media. 

^^cotimidhadbeenfinn^re^matchfovoimtes^^^ 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Bippent 

• Tranftfs 

• SAV Transpofiers 

• Sprmefs 

• Junite Vam 

• UAon Removal 

• Vare 

• T^iper Irticks 

• Crmv cab itofsaidea 

■ LAY^ , 





Full details available on our webaiie. 

www.wickvanhirexo.uk 


Family fun... 

Bridgond 

GOLF 

Complex 

>■ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & Play 

^ AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 
^ All equipment 
available for hire 
P Professional l^ition H 





r Filitess and leisure 
The HesdHty Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


in the event, Wales shrugged off a bleak 10 months 
of failure to stun Murrayfield with a comfortable 
24-6 victory - their eighth in 10 recent encounters 
between the two - sealed by Shane Williams’ 
record-breaking 53rd try. 

In fact, since going down 9-3 in the first clash 
between the two nations on January 8 , 1883 (when 
the Home Championship debutants arrived in the 
Scottish capital one man short and had to borrow a 
Scotland replacement, a Dr A Griffin of Edinburgh 
University!) Wales went on to win 65 of the 116 
matches, losing 48, with three games drawn. 

On Sunday, the Welsh camp were confident of 
extending this winning record at the Millennium 
Stadium, on the back of their acclaimed World Cup 
displays Down Under in the autumn, and the 
impressive 23-21 victory over Ireland in Dublin the 
previous Sunday. 

In contrast, Scotland’s disappointing World Cup 
form had continued with a 6-13 Six Nations home 
defeat to England in an error-ridden Calcutta Cup 
clash at Murrayfield the same weekend. 

However, before the Welsh team ran out in front 
of a hugely-expectant crowd of 73,189 on Sunday 
afternoon, assistant coach Robert Howley clearly 
feared a backlash from that match: “Scotland really 
should have beaten England and they will be disap¬ 
pointed. We must be ready for them on Sunday. 

“The Six Nations is a magical championship and 
the one thing we know is that if you don’t front up, 
you can get beaten.” 

His blunt message was echoed by Gatland, who 
cautioned his team not to underestimate the Scots 
who, after all, had come perilously near to causing a 
shock Six Nations upset, before going down 31-24 
in an absorbing, drama-filled thriller at Cardiff two 
years ago. 

The pragmatic Kiwi warned: “We cannot afford 
to underestimate Scotland. With the amount of pos¬ 
session and territory they had against England, they 
should have won the game and they will come to 
the Millennium Stadium buoyed by that knowledge 
and determined to answer the critics with a win 
against Wales.” 

Eor much of the first half, it seemed the warnings 
had fallen on deaf ears; for despite a bright, initial 
opening - when the powerful Welsh backhne threat¬ 
ened to sweep the desperate defence aside - 
Scotland held firm and, in fact, struck the first blow 
with a successful penalty kick, before proceeding to 
more than hold their own in both the tight and loose 
exchanges. 

Whether the second row disruption and late with¬ 
drawal of the skipper (their only genuine openside, 
Sam Warburton) through injury, was a decisive fac¬ 
tor, or simply that the pre-match hype following the 
Dublin victory had fostered a casual complacency, 
or over-confidence, in this still-developing young 
Welsh squad, is hard to say. 

It did seem, though, that despite the coaches’ 
repeated warnings, they did not appear to have 
taken the Scottish challenge seriously enough, fail¬ 
ing to capitalise on early territorial gains and turn 
pressure into points, apart from a solitary penalty by 
full back Leigh Halfpenny. 

Worryingly, in the absence of Warburton, there 
were problems at the breakdown and again in the 
line-out (though thankfully, the ever-reliable Adam 
Jones was his usual rocklike self in stabilising the 
setpiece). 

Whatever the reason for Welsh hiccups, the live¬ 
ly, though limited Scottish attack, though still glar¬ 
ingly error-prone, was inspired to greater efforts, 
coming more and more into the game and laying 
siege to the Welsh line. 

In the end, scrum half Mike Phillips was only too 
glad to lob the ball out of play to end a problematic 
first half in which Wales were fortunate to go into 
the interval on level terms at 3-3. 

One can only imagine what Gatland and his 
crusty No 2, Shaun Edwards, had to say in the 
dressing room, but whatever it was did the trick, for 
Wales came back on to the field a side transformed 
- Blues’ wing Alex Cuthbert powering through for a 




ABOVE: 

Wales’ other giant wing, 

Alex Cuthbert, swats Scottish defenders 
aside and powers through for his side’s 
opening try after the interval, to launch 
his team’s second half revival. 


LEFT: 

Leigh Halfpenny shone for 
Wales with two smartly-taken tries, and he 
was also on form with his place kicking - 
for a match total of 22 points 


tty converted by Halfpenny soon after the resump¬ 
tion. 

When centre Jonathan Davies was brought down 
without the ball while in full flow two minutes later, 
bringing the first of two yellow cards for Scotland, 
suddenly Wales were in the driving seat. 

Even a second penalty by the impressive Scottish 
outside half Greig Laidlaw did not interrupt the 
Welsh flow, for Halfpenny scampered over for the 
first of his two tries which he converted hi mself. 

When Halfpenny added his second tty (which he 
again converted) Wales were in a seemingly insur¬ 
mountable position at 
27-6, with 25 minutes to 
go, and with ‘Bread of 
Heaven’ and ‘Hymns & 

Arias’ resounding 
around the ground, the 
jubilant home fans wait¬ 
ed for the floodgates to 
open. 

It didn’t happen - and 
the credit for this must 
go to a courageous and 
determined effort by do¬ 
or-die Scots, who simply 
refused to throw in the 
towel and, in fact, were 
controversially denied a 
touchdown by referee 
Roman Poite of Prance. 

However, they were 
not to be denied for long 
and fittingly it was 
Laidlaw who plunged 
through a melee of play¬ 
ers for a try which he 


converted himself. 

Haffpenny then had a chance to have the final 
say, but for once failed with a penalty attempt - and 
another thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining clash 
between these two old rivals ended with a final 
score-line of 27-13. 

Eor Scotland, despite their two defeats, there is 
much to build on, for at least their pride has been 
restored somewhat by a much-improved display, 
after the bitter disappointment of their poor per¬ 
formance against England. 

Eor Wales, the championship dream goes on, with 
first a Triple Crown beckoning at Twickenham on 
Pebruary 25, followed by two more home games - 
against Italy and Prance, whose match with Ireland 
was iced off on Saturday - leaving the prospect of a 
title showdown with Wales hanging tantalisingly in 
the air. 


Brynhill (Barry) Golf Club 

New Members Promotional Offer 
from £400 per person 

Limited number of places available (Conditions apply) 




Brynhill Golf Club, Port Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 8 PN 

Tel: 01446 720277 

Email: L 0 uise@br 5 mhillg 0 lfclub.c 0 .uk www.btynhillgolfclub.co.uk 











































